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State budget signed;
includes $4.1M in
funding for Robeson

Staff report

RALEIGH — Gov. Josh Stein
signed a state budget for the 2026-
27 fiscal year into law on Tuesday
morning, a budget which includes
significant investments in Robeson
County.

Robeson County’s representatives
in the General Assembly — Sen.
Danny Britt, Rep. John Lowery and
Rep. Brenden Jones, all Republicans
— worked together to secure more
than $4.1 million in funding for
projects in Robeson County, a press
release said, in addition to a previ-
ously announced $24.4 million award Britt
to UNC Pembroke for its Health :
Sciences Center, currently under
construction.

“These investments reflect our
commitment to improving the qual-
ity of life for the people of Robe-
son County,” said Lowery. “From
strengthening public safety and
supporting our youth to investing
in higher education and workforce
development, this budget, my first
as your state representative, deliv-
ers meaningful investments that will
benefit our communities for years
to come. I'm proud to have helped
secure funding that will create
opportunities, improve services, and Jones
strengthen the future of Robeson County.”

“This budget represents a meaningful invest-
ment in the future of Robeson County and
southeastern North Carolina,” said Britt. “By
strengthening our justice system, supporting first
responders, investing in higher education, and cre-
ating opportunities for our young people, we are
making targeted investments that will have a last-
ing impact on our communities.

The budget includes $1.1 million in funding to
create seven new assistant district attorney posi-
tions.

“(The positions) will improve judicial efficiency
and help ensure cases move through the system
as quickly as possible,” Jones said. “Moreover, we
were also able to deliver funding for fire depart-
ments across the county and invest in Lumber
River State Park, which will help support tour-
ism and economic growth in our region. Overall,
this budget represents a major win for Robeson
County, and I look forward to continuing the fight
for our district in the next session.”

There is also a $1 million allocation listed on the

Stein

See BUDGET | 8A
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2950 years in the making

Chris Stiles | The Robesonian

Communities throughout Robeson County celebrated the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence on Saturday. Pictured,
fire trucks blare their lights and sirens during the grand finale of Saturday’s fireworks show in St. Pauls. See page 10A for more photos
from Fourth of July celebrations around the county, or page 9A for photos from the Lumbee Homecoming parade and powwow.

Hunt crowned Miss Lumbee 2026

Victoria Sanderson | The Robesonian
Miss Lumbee 2026 Anna Hunt reacts after
being named the winner during Thursday’s
pageant in Pembroke.

Victoria Sanderson
The Robesonian

PEMBROKE — The annual
Miss and Teen Miss Lumbee pag-
eants took place on Thursday eve-
ning, ushering in the next cultural
ambassadors who will serve the
tribe for the next year.

Anna Hunt was crowned as the
2026 Miss Lumbee and Braeleigh
Hunt was named Teen Miss Lum-
bee.

“There are no words to describe
what this means to me,” Anna
Hunt said in a social media post.
“To represent the Tribe that
raised me, the people who have
poured so much love into me, and
a culture I'm so incredibly proud
of is something I'll never take for
granted.”

For the Miss Lumbee pageant,
Miss Congeniality was awarded
to Kaylee Chavis, who was also
awarded second place overall.
Third place went to Kaitlynn Cha-
vis.

The Teen Miss Congeniality
title, voted on by the contestants,

was awarded to Charla Locklear.
Locklear also claimed second
place overall. Third place went to
Araeh Jacobs.

The pageant opened with a mes-
sage from U.S. Rep. David Rouzer,
congratulating the Lumbee tribe
on its recent federal recognition.

Each contestant in both pag-
eants presented a talent, a cultural
presentation and their unique
regalia. This year’s pageant was
the first to have prerecorded
cultural presentations before the
contestants walked the stage in
their regalia.

Anna Hunt was previously
Junior Miss Lumbee in 2017 and
Teen Miss Lumbee in 2022.

“As I begin this year, I promise
to serve with pride, purpose,
humility, and love,” she said.
“Eleven year old me would be in
complete disbelief. I'm so thankful
she never stopped dreaming.”

Other Lumbee Ambassadors
which were crowned earlier dur-
ing Lumbee Homecoming include

See LUMBEE | 8A

1 dead, 1 injured in Pembroke shooting

Staff report

PEMBROKE — A deadly shoot-
ing early Saturday morning in Pem-
broke is under investigation. The
shooting left one person dead and
another injured.

The Pembroke Police Depart-
ment responded to a shooting in
the 300 block of East Third Street
at approximately 12:40 a.m. Sat-
urday. The location is near the
Maxway store, and is also roughly
across the street from one of the
festival locations for Lumbee

Homecoming, which continued
without further incident and con-
cluded on Saturday evening.

Jaleel Sinclair, 20, of Fairmont,
was taken to a local hospital and
later died of his injuries.

Kyanna Oxendine, 25, of Shan-
non, suffered a gunshot wound and
was airlifted to a regional hospital.

The incident is being actively
investigated. Authorities believe
that, after an altercation was
underway, it escalated and shots
were fired.

Detectives are asking anyone

who was in the area, witnessed the
shooting or has related photo or
video to contact law enforcement,
saying that even the smallest detail
could aide in the investigation.
Contact Detective Roy Locklear or
Detective Todd Rigsbee with the
Pembroke Police Department at
910-521-4333 if you have any infor-
mation about the case.

The N.C. Bureau of Investigation
(SBI) and the Robeson County
Sheriff’s Office (RCSO) are assist-
ing the Pembroke Police Depart-
ment in the investigation.
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OBITUARIES

KATRINA M. GRANT

Katrina M. Grant, age 62, passed into the more
immediate presence of the Lord on Friday, July 3,

2026.

She was preceded in death by her father, James
C. Grant; mother, Donna Henry Grant Byrd and
her brother, Anthony Grant.

She is survived by her two brothers, James C.
Grant, Jr. and Christopher Grant. She will be great-
ly missed by family and friends.

There will be graveside service held on Friday,
July 10 at 2 p.m. at Meadowbrook Cemetery, locat-
ed on East 24th Street, Lumberton.

Online condolences can be made by visiting:

www.FloydMortuary.net.

iyt

CORRECTION

apologizes for the error.

A story titled “Nonprofit opens Lumberton’s
first free Narcan box,” which was published
on page 2A of the Saturday, July 4 print edi-
tion, incorrectly stated that a Narcan vending
machine operated by the new nonprofit For a
Better 41 is the first box in Robeson County.
Other Narcan boxes are in operation, sponsored
by PAWSS, Inc., Robeson Health Care Corpora-
tion (RHCC), the Lumbee Tribe Health Depart-
ment and others. The Robesonian regrets and

Rowland Norment Elementary teacher named
PSRC NCCTM Outstanding Math Teacher of the Year

Jessica Sealey
For The Robesonian

LUMBERTON —

The Public Schools of
Robeson County has
announced that Mary
Watson, a third-grade
teacher at Rowland Nor-
ment Elementary School,
has been named the
2026-27 PSRC NCCTM
Outstanding Math Teach-
er of the Year.

This prestigious recog-
nition, presented in part-
nership with the North
Carolina Department of
Public Instruction and
the North Carolina Coun-
cil of Teachers of Math-
ematics, honors educators
who demonstrate excel-
lence in mathematics
instruction while inspir-
ing a genuine enthusiasm
for learning among their
students.

Watson exemplifies
these qualities through
her dedication to engag-
ing, high-quality instruc-

tion that encourages stu-
dents to build confidence
and achieve success in
mathematics each day.
Her commitment to fos-
tering critical thinking,
problem-solving skills,
and a positive learning
environment has made a
meaningful impact on her
students and school com-
munity.

“Ms. Watson’s passion
for mathematics instruc-
tion and her commit-
ment to student success
are evident in the work
she does each day,” said
PSRC Superintendent
Freddie Williamson. “She
creates engaging learning
experiences that help stu-
dents develop confidence
and a love for mathemat-
ics, and we are proud to
see her recognized with
this well-deserved honor.”

As the PSRC recipient,
Watson will receive a one-
year membership to the
North Carolina Council

Photo courtesy of PSRC
Mary Watson, right, a third-grade teacher at Rowland-Norment
Elementary School, was recognized as the 2026-27 PSRC NCCTM
Outstanding Math Teacher of the Year. She is pictured with Debra

Dowless, PSRC director of curriculum and instruction.

of Teachers of Mathemat-
ics, a personalized award,
and recognition during
the NCCTM State Con-
ference. Her achievement
will also be highlighted in
the fall issue of The Cen-
troid and featured on the
NCCTM website.

The Public Schools
of Robeson County con-

gratulates Watson on this
outstanding accomplish-
ment and thanks her for
her continued dedication
to inspiring students and
promoting excellence in
mathematics education.

Jessica Sealey is the PSRC chief
communications officer. Reach
her by email at jessica.sealey@
robeson.kl12.nc.us.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

EDITOR’S NOTE:
Send your Community
Calendar items to Editor
Chris Stiles at cstiles@
robesonian.com

575 Recognition Art
Exhibition Reception,
through July 8: Red
Springs Artspace is host-
ing an opening reception
for “575 Recognition”, a
juried art exhibition. The
exhibition is celebrating
the Lumbee Tribe’s full
Federal recognition. The
exhibition will be on
display at Red Springs
Artspace from July 24
through July 8. An open-
ing reception will be
held June 24 from 5 p.m.
to 8 p.m. The regular
open hours Red Springs
Artspace is: Sundays 2
p.m. to 4 p.m. and on
Wednesdays from 12 p.m.
to 3 p.m.

Strike At The Wind,
July 4-18, 7 p.m; “Strike
at the Wind” is an out-
door drama held in the
amphitheater of the Lum-
bee Tribe Cultural Cen-
ter. The play chronicles
the life of Henry Berry
Lowrie, who led a band
of men in a seven-year
conflict against the Con-
federate Home Guard
after the unjust killings of
his father and brother. It
highlights vigilante jus-
tice resistance, and the

Lincoln Heritage
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active fight for the Lum-
bee people’s rights during
the post-Civil War era in
North Carolina. Tickets
are available through the
ticket office of Given’s
Performing Arts Center
( https://www.uncp.edu/
community-and-culture/
givens-performing-arts-
center/index.html) and
at the entrance of the
Lumbee Tribe Cultural
Center, the night of the
performance. The venue
opens at 5:45 p.m. Pre-
show entertainment
begins at 6:15 p.m. and
the drama begins at 7
p.m.
Pottery Class, Robe-
son Art Guild, July 8,
9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m:
Playing in the mud might
just be your zen! Join Jim
Tripp in a pottery class at
the Robeson Art Guild.
Artemis II, Robeson
Planetarium & Science
Center, Lumberton,
July 8, 12 p.m. and
2 p.m.: The Robeson
Planetarium and Science
Center is offering several
opportunities at the plan-
etarium during the sum-
mer months. Refer to the
information on the flyer
for specific times to visit.
Rob Cole, Your Pizza
Pie, July 9, 7 p.m.: It’s
Thursday night and
our own “The Voice”
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candidate, Rob Cole, is
performing at Your Pie
Pizza. Order that special
pizza, beverage and des-
sert and enjoy an evening
of good food and live
music.

Robeson County
Farmers Market, July
11, 14, 18, 21, & 25,
Lumberton: The Robe-
son County Farmers
Market opens each week
on Tuesdays, from 4 p.m.
to 7 p.m., and Saturdays,
8 a.m. to 12 p.m., at the
Dick Taylor plaza in the
heart of historic down-
town Lumberton. Parking
is available around the
plaza, intersecting streets
and across from Adelio’s
Italian Restaurant one
block from the plaza on
West Third Street.

Mahjong, Your Pie
Pizza, July 14, 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m.: Learn to play
Mahjong and compete.
Your Pie Pizza Restau-
rant is hosting Pine &
Tiles, a team teaching the
rules and strategies of the
game. Instruction will be
available in two locations
during the month of July.
Follow the dates on the
flyer and enjoy. Register
for events at https://
linktr.ee/PineTiles.

“1776,” Purple Door
Productions, July
17-26: Purple Door Pro-
ductions presents the
musical, “1776”. Cake
and ice cream, served in
celebration of the 250th
birthday of our great
nation, ignites an evening
of music, history, and
humor.

Flock Swap, July 18,
8 a.m. to 12 p.m.: The
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arm ———
Bureau INSURANCE .
Agency! Auto « Home - Life

Health « Bank
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302 Bailey Road
Lumberton NC 28358
Monday-Friday
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1.866.645.8123
farmbureaubank.com

(910) 738-7171
(910) 521-3131

www.ncfbins.com

Flock Swap is featured

at the Robeson County
Farmers Market on the
third Saturday of each
month. Gather for swap-
ping or purchasing small
farm animals, such as
chickens, ducks, rabbits
and goats as examples.

It is free to sell but must
register a waiver with the
Robeson County Farmers
Market.

Love and Heartbreak
Concert - Carolina
Civic Center, July 18, 5
p.m.: The Carolina Civic
Center is hosting “Love
& Heartbreak” featur-
ing music from the 90’s.
This is an evening of
live music, food, drinks
and unforgettable vibes.
Doors open at 5:00pm,
purchase tickets early,
dress up and be ready
for an exciting evening.
Ticket information is
available on the Carolina
Civic Center website.

4-H Congress, July
20-24: The ultimate teen
leadership opportunity.
We will spend five days
in Raleigh with youth
taking part in workshops,
cultural opportunities
and social events. Youth
will have an opportunity
to take on leadership
roles, complete com-
munity service projects,
and have fun making new
friends. For ages 14-18.
Cost:$450. Deadline to
register is July 1.

Fragile Planet, Robe-
son Planetarium &
Science Center, July
21 & 22, 12 p.m. and
2 p.m.: The Robeson
Planetarium and Science
Center is offering several
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-
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opportunities at the plan-
etarium during the sum-
mer months. Refer to the
information on the flyer
for specific times to visit.
Summer Living Exhi-
bition, Robeson Arts
Guild, July 23, 6:30 p.m.
to 8 p.m.: The Robeson
Art Guild is hosting
“Summer Living”, an
exhibition illustrating
times of leisure, rain-
bows, children swimming
or playing in a park,
fireflies shining in the

night, celebration of Inde-

pendence Day, what will
the exhibition contain?
Attend the welcoming
open house reception for
a delightful evening at
the Guild House.

NC United Women in
Faith, July 25, 9 a.m.,
Piney Grove, Maxton:
Join us in person for
the A Deep Knowing:
Experiencing Emmanuel
Through Every Part of
Our Lives by Linda L.
Furtado. A study hap-
pening on various July
throughout 2026. This
is a great chance to dive
deep, connect with oth-
ers, and grow your faith
in a welcoming environ-
ment. Whether you're
new or seasoned in your
journey, everyone is wel-
come.

Kaftans, Stogies,
and Musik, July 25,
5:30 p.m. to 10 p.m.:
Designed to bring the
community together in
a refined yet relaxed set-
ting, the event serves as
the premiere scholarship
fundraiser. Proceeds go
directly to support the
educational advancement
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their coat from the summer heat!
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Fairmont, NC 28340
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of deserving students
in the Lumberton com-
munity.

VMG Barber Battle,
VMG Barber Studio
Lumberton, July 26, 1
p.m. to 7 p.m.: Experi-
ence a full day of live
barber battles, elite edu-
cation, industry vendors,
giveaways, networking
and nonstop energy.
Watch top barbers com-
pete for cash prizes,
trophies and bragging
rights in categories like
Fast Fade, Best Taper,
Freestyle Design and the
ultimate Tag-Team Battle.

Jeep Jamboree &
Community Fundraiser
for Larinda Watts, July
26,4 p.m. to 9 p.m.,
Parkton: Jeep Jamboree
for the Watts Family.
Jeeps, Food vendors,
pony rides. All proceeds
go directly to the Watts
family

ONGOING

Children’s Story-
time — Lumberton,
10:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. on
Tuesdays and Fridays,
Robeson County Public
Library, 101 N. Chestnut
St., Lumberton.

Children’s Storytime
— Pembroke, 10:30
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on the
third Wednesday of the
month at the Pembroke
Library, 413 Blaine St,
Pembroke.

Music, Rhymes, and
Storytime, 10:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. on the third
Thursday of each month,
Robeson County Public
Library, 101 N. Chestnut
St., Lumberton.

Children’s Story-
time — Red Springs,
10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
on the third Friday of
each month at McMillan
Memorial Library, Red
Springs.

Children’s Storytime
— Fairmont, 4:30 p.m.
to 5:30 p.m., on the
fourth Tuesday of each
month, at the Hector
MacLean Library, 106 S.
Main St., Fairmont.

Children’s Story-
time — St. Pauls, 10:30
a.m. to 11:30 a.m., on
the fourth Wednesday at
the Annie H McEachern
Library, 223 W. Broad St,
St Pauls.
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Michele Chavis | The Robesonian

Children play at the new splashpad in Red Springs during Monday’s grand opening.

New splashpad opens in Red Springs

Michele Chavis
The Robesonian

RED SPRINGS — The wait is over!
Red Springs celebrated the long-awaited
opening of its new splashpad on Mon-

day morning.

Located near the Mill Village as a
part of Tom Cope Memorial Athletic
Park, the splash pad was funded by a
$100,000 grant from the Office of State
Budget and Management (OSBM), half
of which was allocated specifically for
the splashpad. Of that funding $50,000
was used to create new water lines that
added water pressure to the entire Mill
Village, an ongoing issue for the com-
munity for quite some time, and added
new fencing, garbage cans and colorful

fountains.

“This is ours. We want it to last for
generations to come,” said Mayor Caro-
line Sumpter. “And a lot of departments
went into to making this happen. We
want to thank them all, finance, parks
and rec, public works, the code depart-
ment and the electric department. This

belongs to you as well.”

The Town of Red Springs treated the
crowd to free ice cream from Bobo’s,
cupcakes, chips and drinks.

Town Manager Shanelle Harris, said

One individual escapes the heat at the Red
Springs splashpad Monday.

securing the funding for this much
anticipated gift.

“I am looking forward to taking part
in this and I'm sure that a lot of resi-
dents in the Mill Village are happy with
the new water pressure,” said Harris.

The splashpad will be open from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Satur-

day and admission is free to everyone

that the splashpad has been fully staffed

and thanked state representatives for

for the rest of July.

Michele Chavis is an intern for The Robesonian.
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The new splashpad in Red Springs opened on Monday.

UNCP student participates in national

Adobe-AISES Leadersh

Mark Locklear
For The Robesonian

PEMBROKE —
Wendy Locklear, a
rising senior pursuing
an American Indian
Studies degree at UNC
Pembroke, was one of
only 100 Indigenous col-
lege students nationwide
selected to participate in
Adobe’s AISES CLOUDS
program, an initiative
designed to cultivate lead-

—

ip Program

Photo courtesy of UNCP

ership opportunities and ~ Wendy Locklear, second from left, a rising senior at UNCP,
strengthen digital skills participates in a breakout session with fellow Indigenous
among Native students.  college students during the Adobe AISES CLOUDS program at
Supported by the Adobe’s headquarters in San Diego, California.
Adobe Foundation and
offered in partnership ranging from professional in San Diego, where stu-
with the American Indian branding to digital story-  dents worked in teams
Science and Engineer- telling. to develop projects for
ing Society (AISES), the “Wendy’s selection AISES and presented
CLOUDS (Cultivating for the Adobe AISES their ideas to organiza-
Leadership Opportuni- CLOUDS program speaks tional leaders.
ties and Uplifting Digital ~ to the qualities that make “It was surreal,” she
Skills) program provides  her such an exceptional ~ said. “I was intimidated
Indigenous students with ~ student and leader,” at first and didn’t know
training in digital literacy, said Lawrence Locklear, ~ what to expect, but my
professional develop- director of Southeast biggest takeaway was
ment and leadership. American Indian Studies ~ seeing the diversity
Participants completeda  at UNCP. among the employees and
three-month curriculum “She approaches every  understanding that there
that included earning dig- opportunity with humil- s a place for all kinds of
ital credentials through ity, determination and backgrounds and experi-
Adobe products and a deep commitment to ences.”
developing collaborative  serving Indigenous com- As a nontraditional
projects. munities. Throughout her student whose aca-
Locklear, who is 47 and  time at UNCP, Wendy has demic focus is outside of
an enrolled member of demonstrated that leader- STEM, Locklear initially
the Coharie Tribe, was ship is not defined by age, questioned whether she
the only participant from  discipline or title, but by a belonged in the program.
North Carolina selected ~ willingness to learn, uplift ~ “I felt reluctant because
for the 2026 cohort. others and create mean- I was older and not in a
“I feel privileged and ingful change. STEM field,” Locklear
humbled by the experi- “Wendy’s success illus-  said. “But this experience
ence,” Locklear said. trates the tremendous taught me that leadership
“The difference between  impact these programs comes in many forms and
me now and me four can have, not only on that our voices matter.”
months ago is that [ know individual students, but Throughout the pro-
I deserve to be in those on the future of Indig- gram, Locklear represent-
spaces. I'm owning the enous leadership and ed both UNCP and Indig-
spaces that I'm privileged storytelling,” Lawrence ~ enous communities in
to be in.” Locklear said. North Carolina. She said
Locklear is pursuing One of the program’s  the experience provided
her second degree at most meaningful com- an opportunity to raise
UNCP and expects to ponents, Locklear said, awareness of the Coharie
graduate in spring 2027.  explored Indigenous sto-  Tribe while highlighting
Since earning her degree  rytelling and the preserva- UNCP’s role in support-
in birth-to-kindergarten tion of Native histories. ~ ing Indigenous students.
education in 2005, she “We are an oral-history ~ “Representing UNC
has built a career in pub-  people, but so much is Pembroke was out-
lic education. She began  being lost because those  standing,” she said. “T
as a classroom educator ~ stories aren’t being wanted people to know
before transitioning into  recorded,” she said. that UNCP has been
leadership as the Indian ~ “Learning how to inte- ~ influential to Indigenous
Education director for grate oral historiesinto ~ communities across the
Sampson County Schools.  digital storytellingand ~ nation and that we have
Through the CLOUDS  share them with future so much to offer.”
program, participants generations was phenom- _ _
gained access to Adobe’s  enal.” Mark Loc.k'et?r Isa p“b."cr fwith
suite of creative software  The program culmi- (¢ pembroke communications
and completed 12 digital  nated with a two-day visit & marketing. Reach him by email
badges covering topics to Adobe’s headquarters  at mark.locklear@uncp.edu.

UNGP earns national recognition for preparing future elementary reading teachers

Mark Locklear

For The Robesonian

PEMBROKE — UNC
Pembroke’s Bachelor of
Science in Elementary
Education program has
received an A+ from
the National Council on
Teacher Quality (NCTQ),
the organization’s high-
est rating for preparing
future elementary teach-
ers to deliver evidence-
based reading instruction
grounded in the science of
reading.

The recognition places
UNCP among a select
group of teacher prepara-
tion programs nationwide
earning the organization’s
highest distinction.

“This recognition
reflects what we've always
believed — great readers
begin with great teachers,”
said Tracy Mulvaney, dean
of UNCP’s School of Edu-
cation. “Our faculty work
intentionally to ensure
future educators under-
stand not only how chil-
dren learn to read, but how
to apply that knowledge
in real classrooms. We
want our graduates to walk
into their first classroom
prepared to help every
child become a confident
reader.”

Helping children become
strong readers begins with
well-prepared teachers.
According to the National
Assessment of Educa-
tional Progress, four in 10
fourth graders in North
Carolina do not read at a
basic level. Research shows
that teachers equipped

with evidence-based lit-
eracy practices are among
the strongest factors in
improving student reading
outcomes.

The report, Teacher
Prep Review: Decod-
ing Progress in Reading
Preparation, evaluated
elementary teacher prepa-
ration programs across the
country on how effectively
they prepare future educa-
tors to teach reading using
decades of established
research.

NCTQ’s methodology
is informed by a panel of
reading experts, teacher
preparation faculty, reading
advocates and measure-
ment experts. To evaluate
each program, reviewers
analyzed syllabi, lecture
topics, reading materials,
class assessments, assign-
ments and opportunities
for teacher candidates to
practice evidence-based
literacy instruction.
Programs earning an A+
demonstrate comprehen-
sive instruction in the
five essential components
of reading — phonemic
awareness, phonics, fluen-
¢y, vocabulary and compre-
hension — while avoiding
instructional practices that
research has found to be
ineffective.

“This recognition
reflects the quality of our
faculty, the strength of our
partnerships with local
schools and the dedication
of our students to becom-
ing exceptional educa-
tors,” said Diane Prusank,
UNCP’s provost and vice
chancellor for Academic

'

Affairs. “When our gradu-
ates enter classrooms pre-
pared to help children
become successful readers,
the impact extends far
beyond a single school. It
strengthens communities
and the future workforce of
North Carolina.”

Preparing teachers
has been central to UNC
Pembroke’s mission since
the university’s found-
ing in 1887 as a school
established to educate
American Indian teachers.
Today, that mission con-
tinues through programs
that combine rigorous
coursework with meaning-
ful clinical experiences
in area schools, ensuring
graduates from diverse
backgrounds are ready to
meet the needs of today’s
classrooms.

Elementary education
students at UNC Pem-
broke develop literacy
instruction skills through
evidence-based coursework
and extensive clinical
experiences with partner

Photo courtesy of UNCP
The Elementary Education program at UNC Pembroke earned
an A+ grade from the National Council on Teacher Quality for
preparing future elemetary teachers in the science of reading.

schools throughout the
region, including the uni-
versity’s Literacy Clinic
at Pembroke Elementary
School. There, teacher can-
didates work one-on-one
with elementary students
over multiple sessions,
assessing literacy needs,
designing individualized
instruction and adapting
evidence-based reading
strategies to help each
child grow. Together, those
experiences prepare gradu-
ates to enter the classroom
ready to deliver high-quali-
ty literacy instruction from
their first day as teachers.
For 2024 graduate Rhy-
ane Jacobs, the impact
of that preparation is
evident every day in her
third-grade classroom at
Union Chapel Elementary
School in Robeson County.
Earlier this year, Jacobs
was named one of just 27
finalists statewide for the
North Carolina Center for
the Advancement of Teach-
ing’s Beginning Teacher of
the Year Award, which rec-

ognizes new teachers who
excel in the classroom,
support student success
and demonstrate a commit-
ment to lifelong learning.

Jacobs said literacy
instruction is about much
more than teaching chil-
dren how to read.

“By third grade, stu-
dents are transitioning
from learning to read to
reading to learn,” Jacobs
said. “When they become
confident readers, they
become more independent
learners who are willing
to ask questions, explore
new ideas and believe in
their own abilities. Every
child learns differently, and
having a strong foundation
in evidence-based literacy
instruction allows us to
meet students where they
are and help them grow.”

She credits UNC Pem-
broke’s educator prepara-
tion program with giving
her the confidence and
foundation to bring those
practices into her own
classroom.

“As a UNCP graduate,
it’s encouraging to see the
School of Education recog-
nized for preparing future
teachers with the knowl-
edge and skills they’ll need
to make a lasting impact,”
Jacobs said. “Thanks to
that preparation, 'm able
to make that impact in my
own classroom every day.”

NCTQ President
Heather Peske said strong
teacher preparation plays
a critical role in improving
literacy outcomes nation-
wide.

“Every child deserves a

teacher who has been well
prepared to teach reading,
and every teacher deserves
the opportunity to enter
the classroom ready to
help students succeed,”
Peske said. “Across the
country, many teacher
preparation programs still
do not fully align with the
science of reading, but
UNC Pembroke is demon-
strating what strong prepa-
ration can look like.”

As North Carolina con-
tinues to address literacy
challenges and teacher
shortages, the recognition
reflects a mission that has
guided UNC Pembroke
for generations: preparing
educators who are ready to
make a lasting difference
in classrooms, schools and
communities across the
state.

The UNCP School
of Education offers a
comprehensive range
of undergraduate and
graduate degree programs
designed to prepare educa-
tors at every stage of their
careers. From teacher
licensure and advanced
classroom practice to
leadership, counseling
and educational support
roles, UNCP programs
emphasize hands-on expe-
rience, strong mentorship
and real-world readiness
— preparing graduates to
serve students, schools and
communities across North
Carolina and beyond.

Mark Locklear is a public
communications specialist with
UNC Pembroke communications &
marketing. Reach him by email at
mark.locklear@uncp.edu.
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HIS VIEW

Is this the best budget
our lawmakers could
come up with?

(Editor’s note: This column was written before
Gov. Josh Stein signed the state budget into law on
Tuesday morning.)

It took more than a year for our legislators to
agree to a state budget. The holdup can be attribut-
ed to three primary issues: pay raises, tax cuts and
funding for a children’s hospital. Looking at the final
634-page document one must ask why this couldn’t
have been agreed upon a year ago?

In essence, it is a ho-hum budget
that isn’t going to thrill much of any-
one. Let’s begin with the hold-out
issues, starting with pay raises.

In the time since the last budget
was passed inflation has increased
by 5.33%, so the 3% state employee
| pay increase is not just unsatisfactory

but a downright insult to our 80,000

_

Tom

state employees. Lawmakers tried to
gartn.gbte" ameliorate some ill will by offering
cc?lﬂnrwlnius tlng an additional one-time bonus, but it

won’t help much. Ardis Watkins, head
of the State Employees Association
said, “Legislators love to tell us how
well North Carolina’s economy is doing, but this
budget looks like the work of a state that’s strug-
gling.”

Teachers get an average of an 8% pay increase,
however veteran teachers, arguably our best, will
receive less than that amount. Budget writers are
bragging about starting teacher pay of $48,000, but
don’t get excited. It takes about that much to entice
people to teach.

And employee State Health Plan premiums have
already increased and promise to escalate more,
even with a boost of millions from the budget.

The budget cuts hundreds of jobs from the state
payroll. Most of these positions are vacant, largely
because agencies are trying to economize and state
salaries are so low that agencies have trouble filling
them.

Perhaps the most preposterous item in the budget
is the funding of $208.5 million for a new children’s
hospital in Apex, Senate President Pro Tem Phil
Berger’s pet project that will no doubt be named
after him. Never mind that our state already has 5
children’s hospitals or that the live birth rate in our
state has declined between 18% to 33%, according
to Carolina Journal. We're going to invest over $400
million dollars where there is inadequate demon-
strated need.

If North Carolina was going to spend significant
dollars building a new hospital it should be a hospi-
tal for older folks! They are growing at significantly
faster percentages than are younger people and are
projected to reach 3 million. In 88 of our 100 coun-
ties people over 60 outnumber those under 18.

The third big budget holdup was tax cuts; the
House wanted to delay further personal income tax
cuts after authoritative sources predicted a potential
budget shortfall if cuts continue. The House obvi-
ously lost the argument because tax rates will drop
from 3.99% to 3.49% in fiscal years ‘27-29, 3.2% in
‘3032, and 2.99% in ‘33-'34.

Here are other highlights:

— The budget removes much of the antiquated
certificate of need rules and regulations in our state,
which should open healthcare competition.

— Gamblers will see gross wagering fees increase
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WARReATE WASNT THAT BAD.”

CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATORS

PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF ROBE-
SON COUNTY

John Simmons, Dist. 1, john.sim-
mons@robeson.k12.nc.us

Melissa Ocean, Vice Chairman,
Dist. 2, melissa.ocean@robeson.k12.
nc.us

Linda Emanuel, Dist. 3, linda.
emanuel@robeson.k12.nc.us

Terry Locklear, Dist. 4, terry.lock-
lear2@robeson.k12.nc.us

Craig Lowry, Dist. 5, craig.
lowry2@robeson.k12.nc.us

Crystal Weindel Monroe, Dist. 6,
crystal.monroe@robeson.k12.nc.us

Bradley Phillips, Dist. 7, bradley.
phillips@robeson.k12.nc.us

Tre’ Britt, Chairman, Dist. 8, tre.
britt@robeson.k12.nc.us

Kristy Fields, At-Large, kristy.
fields@robeson.k12.nc.us

Vonta Leach, At-Large, vonta.
leach@robeson.k12.nc.us

Henry Brewer, At-Large, henry.
brewer@robeson.k12.nc.us

LUMBERTON CITY COUNCIL,
910-272-1346

Bruce Davis, Mayor, 910-671-
3806, bdavis@ci.lumberton.nc.us

Leroy Rising, Precinct 1, Irising@
ciJumberton.nc.us

Melissa Robinson, Precinct 2,
mrobinson@ci.lumberton.nc.us

John Carroll, Mayor Pro Tem, Pre-
cinct 3, jearroll@ci.lumberton.nc.us

Karen Higley, Precinct 4, khig-
ley@ci.lumberton.nc.us

John Cantey Jr., Precinct 5, jcan-
tey@ci.lumberton.nc.us

Alfred Douglas, Precinct 6, alfred.
douglas@ci.lumberton.nc.us

Eric Chavis, Precinct 7, echavis@
cilumberton.nc.us

Owen Thomas, Precinct 8, otho-
mas@ci.lumberton.nc.us

ROBESON COUNTY

Wixie Stephens, Dist. 1, 910-733-
4770, district1@co.robeson.nc.us.

Pauline Campbell, Dist. 2, 910-
734-3024, pauline.campbell@
co.robeson.nc.us. .

John Cummings, Dist. 3, 910-734-
9604, district3@co.robeson.nc.us.

Faline Locklear Dial, Vice Chair-
man, Dist. 4, 910-827-1005, falin-
edial907@gmail.com.

Judy Sampson, Dist. 5, 910-374-
8939, judybrec@gmail.com.

David Edge, Chairman, Dist. 6,
910-258-1166, dedge53@yahoo.com

Tom Taylor, Dist. 7, 910-608-9167,
district7@co.robeson.nc.us

Lance Herndon, Dist. 8, 910-733-
5472.

NORTH CAROLINA (State
Offices)

Sen. Danny Earl Britt Jr., R-Dist.
24 (Hoke, Robeson, Scotland), 300
N. Salisbury St., Room 525, Raleigh,
NC 27603, 919-733-5651.

Rep. John Lowery, R-Dist. 47
(Robeson), 300 N. Salisbury Street,
306B2, Raleigh, NC 27603-5925,
919-715-0875, John.Lowery@ncleg.

gov.

Rep. Brenden H. Jones, R-Dist.
46 (Robeson, Columbus), 16 W.
Jones St., Room 1227, Raleigh, NC
27601-1096, 919-733-5821 or 919-
733-5821.

UNITED STATES (Federal
Offices)

U.S. Sen. Thom Tillis, R-N.C., 310
New Bern Ave. Suite 122, Raleigh,
NC 27601, 919-856-4630, or 113
Dirksen Senate Office Building,
Washington, DC 20510, 202-224-
6342

U.S. Sen. Ted Budd, R-N.C., B85
Russell Senate Office Building,
Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-
3154.

U.S. Rep. Mark Harris. R-N.C.,
8th Dist., 126 Cannon House Office
Building, 202-225-1976

U.S. Rep. David Rouzer, R-N.C,,
7th Dist., 2333 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, DC
20515, 202-225-2731.

U.S. Pres. Donald Trump, Com-
ments: 202-456-1111, Switchboard:
202-456-1414; Leave a written
message: https://wwwwhitehouse.
gov/contact/. Mailing address: The
White House, 1600 Pennsylvania
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC
20500.

U.S. Capitol Switchboard, 202-
224-3121.

White House Switchboard, 202-
456-1414.

HIS VIEW

Civic education extends beyond schools

RALEIGH — We've played the music, shot the fire-
works and recited the opening lines of the Declaration
of Independence. But our commemoration of America’s
semiquincentennial has only just begun.

There will be 250th anniversaries of other key
events. The creation of new state governments
and charters, such as North Carolina’s first state
constitution (ratified on Dec. 18, 1776). Revolu-
tionary War victories at such places as Trenton
(Dec. 26, 1776), Saratoga (Oct. 7, 1777), and
the Carolina battles of Ramseur’s Mill (June 20,
1780), Kings Mountain (Oct. 7, 1780) and Cow- g »
pens (Jan. 17, 1781). Diplomatic breakthroughs J
such as France’s formal entry into the war (Feb. 6, ohn
1778) and the Treaty of Paris ending it (Sept. 3, Hood ,
1783). And, of course, the creation of the United ~ Contributing
States Constitution in 1787 and its ratification the columnist
following year. -

That the semiquincentennial is far from over
is a historical observation. America was “conceived in
liberty,” as Abraham Lincoln famously put it. Unlike an
infant, however, a country can have no single birthday.
The Declaration of Independence was just that, what its
primary author called “an expression of the American
mind,” but the United States as we know it today was
not yet a fully formed and independent reality. Years of
hard fighting lay ahead, as did many decades of con-
struction and legislation, expansion and assimilation,
conflict and conciliation.

That our semiquincentennial is far from over also hap-
pens to be a Godsend — because our commemorations
have, to date, lacked the clarity and enthusiasm they
deserve.

While many communities across the country —
including many here in North Carolina — staged won-
derful events, concerts, parades and shows, America
250 hasn’t lived up to its potential. Rival organizations
squandered scarce time and resources fighting over
turf. Politicians attempted to hijack the project for
partisan purposes. Radicals and revisionists within the
progressive left and populist right decided not to tie
their ideological programs to the founders, as previous
generations of activists did, but rather to denigrate the
Founders as nasty bigots, grasping plutocrats or deluded
acolytes of John Locke (the Enlightenment philosopher
who espoused the classical liberalism both progressives
and populists disdain).

The good news is that it’s not too late to fix this. The
better news is that the general public remains receptive
to learning about and celebrating the American experi-
ment.

from 18% to 23% and losers will be able to deduct
some of their losses on income tax returns. Gam-
bling revenue proceeds distributed to our state-sup-
ported universities will now include UNC Chapel
Hill and NC State, our two largest universities. Both
had been previously excluded from sharing the pot.

— The budget adds $450 million to the Rainy-
Day Fund, increasing that amount to $4.2 billion.

— We will continue to give $675 million to
private schools, with no major concerted effort to
improve traditional public schools, other than tak-
ing $35.8 million saved from per pupil appropria-
tions and reinvesting the funds in math, literary and
personnel development, along with $30 million for
advanced teaching roles salaries.

— If the EPA approves, North Carolina will elimi-
nate vehicle emissions testing.

— The huge problems encountered at DMV
offices around the state are unlikely to diminish
even with token fund increases and 30 new driver’s
license examiners. There is language about doing
away with registration cards and annual inspection
stickers but little explanation how that will happen.

— With the state’s rapid population growth, the
increased traffic on our highways is outpacing state
funding and the budget gives money (albeit not
enough) for road maintenance.

— All passengers on our ferries will now pay
tolls.

— Some good news is the Medicaid will be fully
funded and funds will be provided to help meet
SNAP costs.

In summary: This budget agreement took too
long and accomplished too little. Most worrisome is
it was agreed upon behind closed doors and our 170
legislators had no opportunity to amend or revise it
in floor debate. Instead, they were faced with an up
or down vote to approve it.

Gov. Stein will no doubt sign the budget into
law. As late as it is and as unsatisfactory as a lot of
this budget is, the governor has little choice but to
approve it.

A new YouGov survey for Catawba College’s
Center for North Carolina Politics and Public
Service underscored both the challenges and
opportunities. The vast majority of its thousand
respondents embraced the celebration of the Dec-
laration of Independence, with 84% describing
its principles as “extremely important” (56%) or
“very important” (28%) in our present day.

At the same time, the survey found partisan
differences about whether the nation is living up
to the Declaration’s ideals. Overall, 40% said the
country is close to fulfilling those ideals, while
55% said it isn’t. Six in 10 Democrats said the
nation is not close to achieving the Declaration’s
ideals, while 58% of Republicans said the nation
is close to fulfilling them. “North Carolinians largely
agree on the ideals themselves,” said the center’s direc-
tor, Michael Bitzer. “That distinction helps explain both
the enduring power of the Declaration and the continu-
ing debates over what it means in modern America.”

I think North Carolinians should take the lead in
commemorating the American experiment and educat-
ing ourselves and others about it. Policymakers should
strengthen our civics curriculum, to be sure, and rein-
state a rigorous high-school exam to measure how well
North Carolina students understand the history, prin-
ciples and enduring relevance of the American Found-
ing. But civics education should extend far beyond the
classroom.

Let’s double down on the semiquincentennial. Let’s
have more concerts and parades, yes, as well as more
publications, readings, public lectures and private con-
versations. Let’s run ad campaigns, produce documen-
taries and shows and post viral content. Let’s reflect on
America’s imperfections and unrealized potential, sure,
but let’s also celebrate its historic accomplishments and
revolutionary legacy.

“America remains mankind’s best hope,” said Ronald
Reagan. Fact check: true!

John Hood is a John Locke Foundation board member. His latest books,
Mountain Folk and Forest Folk, combine epic fantasy with early American
history (FolkloreCycle.com).

Tom Campbell is a Hall of Fame North Carolina broadcaster and
columnist who has covered North Carolina public policy issues since
1965. Contact him at tomcamp@carolinabroadcasting.com.
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GRIN AND BEAR IT By Wagner
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Unscramble these twelve letter strings to form each into an ordinary word
(ex. HAGNEC becomes CHANGE ). Prepare to use only ONE word from
any marked ( ¥ ) letter string as each unscrambles into more than one
word (ex. Y RATHE becomes HATER or EARTH or HEART ). Fit each
string’s word either across or down to knot all twelve strings together.
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Super Crossword Q2 REPORT S
ACROSS 53 She sang 99 Dropping 5 Joan of folk 48 Costume 87 Deep blue MAGIC MAZE @ “INDEP EN?,)ENCE
1 Pet plaguers “Skyfall” extra work 6 Letter after spangle dye DAY
5 Keg party 55 Grandma, and “acting kay 49 Channel for 90 Dying rebuke
dispensers in ltaly your wage” 7 English excess water from Caesar LYVROYLH BXUROL
13 Iranian 57 Sri Lankan 101 Wicca’s cathedral city 50 Move like a 92 Course part,
city with a monkey with realm 8 Necessary: seesaw in an eatery 1 EBY VS CQ N D KHN E
1,200,000+ a hatlike 103 Jethro — Abbr. 54 Govt. lawyers 93 Course part,
population whorl of hair (rock band) 9 Have faithin 56 “Shaq —!” in school BYWTROLNIJNEEEGE
16 Brainpower 62 Nosy sort 104 Excavate 10 Visibly awed (O’Neal 94 — Azalea
stats 65 Yuletide 105 NHL team 11 Relative of memoir) (“Fancy” BYWURP (E YEPITEC E) N
19 Cries of awe poem that became risotto 58 Lyft rival rapper)
20 Having hay opener the Colorado 12 — -fi 59 Makes lighter 97 Like built-up KT GEDBDDZDDNCT X
fever, say 67 Skip out (on) Avalanche 13 Latin for “five” 60 Sch. close to interest
21 ltalian “a” 68 Business 111 Saintliness 14 A single block Harvard 98 Ordinary VSQNODMIDENNAK.I
22 Bring to court attire 113 Draws upon of sugar, say 61 Heady drink 99 Div. of an GECIAAYADWATEUTC S
23 More pro- 69 French “the” 114 Nutrition fig. 15 Irate 62 Dental NBA game
ficient than 70 Dental 115 Debt memo 16 Playground buildup 100 “— Sera, PNDLCCPINCYTPHTF
anybody else buildup 116 Tear apart comeback 63 Disproves Sera” Q
26 Tchr’s union 73 Joked 117 — Lady of 17 Subdue 64 Land specks 101 Drs. who ECAYXVEUEAAASTEDOQ
27 Figure around Fatima 18 Serta rival in the sea deliver babies
skating leap 75 Cooler 118 Algebraic 24 Stage actress 66 Bank bought 102 Washerful PNMK JHFPEDET CNAD
28 Sauna setting cubes statement Hagen by Chase in 105 Sales target
29 Photo lab 76 Competent graphed as a 25 Have a hunch 2008, in brief number ECBZYXVPUTROQPOM
blowup: Abbr. 78 Gallivant parabola 30 Genetic stuff 71 Financier 106 Seize illegally
30 Barbie or Ken 79 Doubt-free 125 Bi- plus one 31 Vaulted Onassis 107 Hair-raising g_ind tt_he lﬂiSfted “’05d1§ inkthe c(lliagralg(-) Thez fiug_;n all i
31 “He wouldn't 80 Deep-seated 126 Poet’s dusk church area 72 “Apollo 13" 108 Pop diva Inistod elus Dt UMSWEETENED o TEA o
hurt —* 82 Cartoon short 127 Counterpart 32 E-help pages director Ross Unlisted clue hint: UNSWEETENED —TEA
33 Fairly often featuring a of digital 33 Sacred book Howard 109 Teensy bits Caddie Cayenne Dine Peace
38 Kung — bird who was (Var.) of Islam 73 Andrews of 110 Thick cover ga”g!d g Daddy g EyeZ'ege geca”
chicken aprecursor 128 Norway port 34 Suffix with “Mary 111 Item in a pod e nggiden oy ASthad enance
39 Extremist to Tweety 129 Kong, for one form Poppins” 112 Being pulled
sect 85 Lamp cover 130 1950s prez 35 Hanker (for) 74 Failed to 116 Regretted ©2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.
40 Female 88 Sheer 131 Actor Clint 36 Disloyal type 77 Dallas-to- greatly
graduates 89 Gooey 132 “Sheesh, 37 Seminal '40s Nashville dir. 118 End-of-proof
41 Ball hitter in a cheese close call” computer 79 Assistant on abbr. m
certain court 91 Designer with 39 Goatee spot iDevices 119 TV actress ' o .
47 Center or the fragrance DOWN 42 Top-shelf 81 Uncluttered Charlotte The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
glottis lead-in Lucky Wish 1 Hitter Gehrig 43 Pig's noise 83 Ina— (very 120 Dairy beast Zzghiig%f_fzr?évigﬁtn::z b;tt&";
48 Old JFK jet 95 Quaint suffix 2Tiny particle 44 Doha locale quickly) 121 Psyche part diagram by following the arith-
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19 20 21 22 only once.
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Local Rates Include Online

Bargain Basement - ONE ITEM $50 or less - 3 lines or less, 3 days $10.70
Yard Sale Ads - 1 Day $10 - 2 Days $18 - 3 Days $20
Merchandise for Sale - Special 3 lines or less - 7 days $34.50
Notice to Creditors/Debtors Legal Ad - $108.50

NO REFUNDS for early cancellation

Linda Currie - Classified Service Rep | lcurrie@robesonian.com

www.robesonian.com

Our hours: M-F 8:30am-5pm
DEADLINES:
Wednesday’s paper @ 12noon Tuesday
Saturday’s paper @ 4pm Thursday
* Holiday deadlines will vary.

Visa - MC - AMEX - Check

5 Easy ways to place your ad:
1. Call: (910) 739-4322

3. E-mail: robclassifieds@cmpapers.com

4. Stop by or mail to:

2175 N. Roberts Ave., Lumberton, NC 28358

LEGALS LEGALS LEGALS LEGALS LEGALS LEGALS
NOTICE OF SERVICE OF STATE OF NOTICE OF SERVICE OF STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA STATE OF NOTICE
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION NORTH CAROLINA PROCESS BY PUBLICATION ROBESON COUNTY NORTH CAROLINA
NORTH CAROLINA COUNTY OF ROBESON STATE OF NORTH COUNTY OF ROBESON STATE OF NORTH
ROBESON COUNTY NOTICE TO CREDITORS CAROLINA NOTICE TO CREDITORS NOTICE TO CREDITORS CAROLINA
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF AND DEBTORS Of COUNTY OF ROBESON File No: 26E000245-770 AND DEBTORS OF COUNTY OF ROBESON
JUSTICE CATHY MAE WALTERS IN THE GENERAL COURT CHICO ANTERRIO 26 E 000662-770
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION FOLEY OF JUSTICE Having qualified as LOCKLEAR
FILE NO. 19CvD002923-770 DECEASED DISTRICT COURT DIVISION  Administrator of the Estate of DECEASED The undersigned, having
CITY OF LUMBERTON File Number 26E000637-770 ABUNDIO VILLA MIRANDA FILE NUMBER qualified as Executor of the
Plaintiff, a/k/a JUAN ANTONIO 26 E 000522-770 Estate of James B. Prevatte,
VS. The undersigned having IN RE: JALANDON NEGRON MARRERO (alias), deceased of  Lumberton,
The HEIRS, ASSIGNS and qualified as Executor, of the LOCKLEAR, JUVENILE deceased, of 206 Old Whiteville The undersigned having North Carolina, do hereby
DEVISEES of JUDY K. estate of Cathy Mae Walters Road, Robeson County, qualified as Administrators, notify all persons, firms, and
LOCKLEAR, et al Foley, deceased, late of TO: MAKAYLA LOCKLEAR, Lumberton, NC 28358, the of the Estate of CHICO corporations having claims
Defendants. Robeson County, this is to MOTHER undersigned does hereby ANTERRIO LOCKLEAR, against the estate to exhibit

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
TO: The HEIRS, ASSIGNS
and DEVISEES of JUDY K.
LOCKLEAR and spouse, if any,
or any other person or entity
claiming thereunder

A pleading seeking relief
against you has been filed in
the above-entitled action and
notice of service of process by
publication began on July 8,
2026.

The nature of the relief
being sought is as follows:
Foreclosure on tax parcel(s)
more completely described
in the Complaint, to collect
delinquent ad valorem taxes
(assessments). Plaintiff seeks
to extinguish any and all claim
or interest that you may have in
said property.

You are required to make
defense to such pleading not
later than forty (40) days after
the date of the first publication of
notice stated above, exclusive
of such date, being forty (40)
days after July 8, 2026, or by
August 17, 2026, and upon
your failure to do so, the party
seeking service of process
by publication will apply to the
Court for relief sought.

This the 30th day of June, 2026.
ZACCHAEUS LEGAL
SERVICES

By:

Mark D. Bardill/Mark B. Bardill
Attorney for Plaintiff

NC Bar #12852/56782

310 W. Jones St.

P. O. Box 25

Trenton, North Carolina 28585
Telephone: (252) 448-4541

Publication dates:
July 8, 2026

July 15, 2026
July 22, 2026

7/8 7/15 7/22 2026
Notice

Notice is hereby given that
the City of Lumberton has
completed the Fiscal Year
2026 Annual Report for the
Wastewater Collection System.
A copy of the Annual Report
will be filed at the City Clerk’s
Office, 500 North Cedar Street,
Lumberton, North Carolina
28358. A copy of the Annual
Report may be obtained by
contacting the City Clerk at
(910) 671-3807.

Laney Mitchell-Mcintosh
City Clerk
CN# 1374

7/8 7111 7/15 7/18 7/22 7/25
7/29 2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING

The Robeson County Board
of Commissioners will hold a
public hearing at 6:00 p.m. on
Monday, July 20, 2026 in the
County Administration Center,
550 North Chestnut Street, in
the City of Lumberton, North
Carolina. The purpose of this
hearing is to consider the
following requests:

Case # 2026 — 964827 -
Jenny Rodriguez & Hsb.
Donis Magdaleno Morales
Vasquez, St. Paul's Township,
District 8. Consideration of
an Amendment to an existing
Special Use Permit, Deed BK:
2463 PG: 150-154, to allow for
the establishment of a Body
shop in addition to an existing
Used Car Dealership in a
Residential Agricultural District
(R-A) on a 9.64+/- acre tract
more or less, located on 16772
U.S. 301 Hwy; Submitted by
Jenny Rodriguez & Hsb. Donis
Magdaleno Morales Vasquez
(Applicant/Owner); Tax Parcel #
2120-01-00302.

A copy of this request is
available for review at the office
of the Clerk to the Board of
Commissioners, at 550 North
Chestnut  Street, City of
Lumberton, North Carolina.

THIS the 1st day of July, 2026.
TAMMY S FREEMAN,CLERK

ROBESON COUNTY BOARD
OF COMMISSIONERS

7/8 7/15 2026
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"GO0 UP!

notify all persons, firms and
corporations  having claims
against said estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned on or
before the 11th day of October,
2026, or be barred from their
recovery. All persons indebted
to said estate are asked
to please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 8th day of July, 2026.

Carlton Ray Foley Jr.
32 Kensington St
Lumberton, NC 28359

Attorney

Thorp, Clarke & Regan, PA
PO Box 478

St. Pauls, NC 28384
910-865-4059

7/8 7/15 7/22 7/29 2026

STATE OF NORTH
CAROLINA, COUNTY OF
ROBESON, IN THE GENERAL
COURT OF JUSTICE,
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION,
FILE NO.: 26CV001681-770
COUNTY OF ROBESON, a
political Subdivision of the
State of North Carolina;
Plantiff,
VS.
VASHTI JONES, RICHARD
JONES, JOE NATHAN
MCLEAN, and APRIL HAYES
AS TRUSTEES OF HESTER
CHAPEL MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH, Owners;
and CRYSTAL GRAHAM,
GUARDIAN AD LITEM OF
VASHTI JONES, RICHARD
JONES, JOE NATHAN
MCLEAN, and APRIL HAYES
AS TRUSTEES OF HESTER
CHAPEL MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH;
Defendants.
GENERAL NOTICE OF TAX
FORECLOSURE SALE
Under and by virtue of an order
of the District Court of Robeson
County, North Carolina, made
and entered in the action
entitled “County of Robeson vs
Vashti Jones, Richard Jones,
Joe Nathan McLean, and April
Hayes as Trustees of Hester
Chapel Missionary Baptist
Church, Owners; and Crystal
Graham, Guardian ad Litem of
Vashti Jones, Richard Jones,
Joe Nathan McLean, and April
Hayes as Trustees of Hester
Chapel Missionary Baptist
Church, the undersigned
Commissioner will on the 14th
day of July, 2026, offer for sale
and sell for cash, to the last
and highest bidder at public
auction, at the courthouse
door in Robeson County, North
Carolina, in Lumberton at 12:00
noon the following described
real property, lying and being
the aforesaid State and County,
and more particularly described
as follows:
DESCRIPTION OF
PROPERTY
Owner(s) of Record: Hester

Chapel Missionary Baptist
Church, Title Reference:
Deed Book 1578, Page
425, PIN No: 101803006,
101803007, and 10103008.
Tax Account No: 1059912

Property Location:
Lumberton Township.

Hestertown Rd. Lots 18-
26 of Map Book 5 Page
45 — Division 1 of Troy
Musselwhite Farm.

Being all of Lot Numbers 18,
19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25 and
26 of the division Number
One of Troy Musselwhite’s
Farm at Hestertown, and as
shown on Book of Maps 5,
at Page 45, in the Robeson
County Public Registry. Said
map is incorporated herein by
reference for a more full and
accurate description of the said
lots.

Being the same lands described
in deed dated August 24th,
2006 from Andrew B. Canady
et ux., Bonnie J. Canady to
Vashti Jones, Richard Jones,
Joe Nathan McLean, and April
Hayes as Trustees of Hester
Chapel Missionary Baptist
Church, and recorded in Book
1578, page 425, December
22, 2006, Robeson County
Registry.

The above-described property
is subject to all Right of Ways
and Easements of record.

The sale will be made subject to
all outstanding city and county
taxes and all local improvement
assessments  against  the
above-described property not
included in the judgment in the
above-entitled cause. A deposit
of twenty (20) percent of the
successful bid will be required.
This 18th day of June, 2026.
Edward K. Brooks,
Commissioner

7/17/8 2026

JACOB SMITH, FATHER

TAKE NOTICE that a pleading
seeking relief against you has
been filed in the above entitled
action. The nature of the relief
sought is as follows:

For the Court to determine
if the above-named minor
is neglected as defined by
N.C.G.S. 7B-101 (15).

You will further take notice that
the undersigned will appear
before the Juvenile Court of
Robeson County forty (40)
days or more after this first date
to such pleadings by said time,
upon your failure to do so, the
undersigned will apply to the
Court for the relief sought.

If you are indigent, you are
entited to court appoint
counsel. You may contact the
Robeson County Clerk of
District Court, Juvenile Division
and request counsel.

This the 2nd day of July, 2026

Jose Coker, Attorney for the
Robeson

County Department of Social
Services

120 Glen Cowan Road
Lumberton, NC 28360
Telephone: 910-737-4048

7/8 7/15 7/22 2026

Reach potential buyers!
Post your home in the

notify all persons, firms, and
corporations having claims
against the estate of said
decedent to exhibit them to
the undersigned in care of the
attorney for the estate on or
before October 9, 2026, or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of
their recovery.

Al persons, firms, and
corporations indebted to the
said estate will please make
immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 8th day of July, 2026.
Jeffrey L. Austin

Administrator of the Estate of
Abundio Villa Miranda a/k/a
Juan Antonio Negron Marrero
(alias)

c/o Law Office of Jeffrey L.
Austin, PLLC

500 Westover Dr. #32043
Sanford, NC 27330

7/8 7/15 7/22 7/29 2026

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
AND DEBTORS OF
DORIS BROOKS
DECEASED
FILE NUMBER
25 E 002231-770

The undersigned having
qualified as Executor, of the
Estate of DORIS BROOKS,
deceased, late of ROBESON
COUNTY, this is to notify all

deceased, late of ROBESON
COUNTY, this is to notify all
persons, firms and corporations
having claims against said
estate to exhibit them to the
undersigned on or before the
3rd day of OCTOBER 2026 or
be barred from their recovery.
All persons indebted to said
estate are asked to please
make immediate payment to
the undersigned.

This is the 1st day of JULY 2026
SASHA ZANTANA LOCKLEAR
800 E WHITE POND ROAD
APT C1

FAIRMONT NC 28340

7/17/8 7/15 7/22 2026

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
AND DEBTORS OF
GAYLE LAWSON WILKES
DECEASED
FILE NUMBER
26 E 000536-770

The undersigned having
qualified as Administrators, of
the Estate of GAYLE LAWSON
WILKES, deceased, late of
ROBESON COUNTY, this is
to notify all persons, firms and
corporations  having claims
against said estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned
on or before the 12th day
of OCTOBER 2026 or be
barred from their recovery. All

them to the undersigned
on or before the 8th day of
October 2026, or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery. All persons, firms
and corporations indebted to
said estate will please make
immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This 8th day of July, 2026.

Eric Prevatte, Executor
of the Estate of

James B. Prevatte

444 Watts Road
Lumberton, N.C 28360

MURCHISON,

TAYLOR & GIBSON, PLLC
1979 EASTWOOD ROAD

SUITE 101

WILMINGTON, NC 28403

7/8 7/15 7/22 7/29 2026
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Money you
will save
using your

classifieds

persons, firms and corporations
having claims against said
estate to exhibit them to the
undersigned on or before the
12th day of OCTOBER 2026 or
be barred from their recovery.
All persons indebted to said
estate are asked to please
make immediate payment to
the undersigned.

This is the 8th day of JULY 2026
DALTON PETER BROOKS JR

111 WATERVIEW LANE
LUMBERTON NC 28358

classifieds!
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LEGALS

24CVS001759-770 NOTICE OF JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
SALE OF REAL PROPERTY UNDER AND BY VIRTUE of
the power and authority contained in that certain Deed of Trust
executed and delivered by Wayon D. Graham, Jr. and Amanda
Allen Graham dated May 6, 2019 and recorded on May 6, 2019, in
Book D 2176 at page 311, in the Office of the Register of Deeds
of Robeson County, North Carolina; and because of default in the
payment of the indebtedness secured thereby and, pursuant to
demand of the holder of the Note secured by said Deed of Trust, the
undersigned Goddard & Peterson, PLLC (Commissioner) will offer
for sale at the courthouse door in the City of Lumberton, Robeson
County, North Carolina, or the customary location designated for
foreclosure sales, on July 13, 2026 at 10:00 AM and will sell to
the highest bidder for cash the following real estate situated in the
County of Robeson, North Carolina and being more particularly
described in the above referenced Deed of Trust, together with all
improvements located thereon: Address of Property: 4004 Kings
Cross Road, Lumberton, NC 28360 Tax Parcel ID: 100602001
Present Record Owner: Wayon D. Graham, Jr. and Amanda
Allen Graham Commissioner may, in the Commissioner’s sole
discretion, delay the sale for up to one hour as provided in N.C.G.S.
§45-21.23. Said property is sold subject to applicable Federal and
State laws. A deposit of five percent (5%) of the amount of the bid
or seven hundred fifty Dollars ($750.00), whichever is greater, is
required and must be tendered in the form of certified funds at
the time of the sale. The real property described above is being
offered for sale “AS IS, WHERE IS” and will be sold subject to all
superior liens, unpaid taxes, and special assessments and any
liens or encumbrances that would not be extinguished by non-
judicial foreclosure. Neither the Commissioner nor the holder of
the Note secured by the Deed of Trust being foreclosed, nor the
officers, directors, attorneys, employees, agents or authorized
representatives of either the Commissioner or the holder of the
Note make any representation or warranty relating to the title or any
physical, environmental, health or safety conditions existing in, on,
at or relating to the property being offered for sale, and any and all
responsibilities or liabilities arising out of or in any way relating to
any such condition expressly are disclaimed. The sale will be held
open for ten (10) days for upset bids as required by law. Should
the property be purchased by a third party, that party must pay
the excise tax, and any Land Transfer Tax as required by N.C.G.S.
§7A-308(a)(1). Third party, must pay the full bid amount, less any
deposit that has been paid to the Commissioner, immediately upon
demand after the conclusion of the final upset bid period. Failure
of the bidder to comply with the bid shall result in the resale of the
property, with the defaulting bidder remaining liable upon their bid
under the provisions of N.C.G.S. §45-21-30. If the Commissioner
is unable to convey title to this property for any reason, the sole
remedy of the purchaser is the return of the deposit. Reasons of
such inability to convey title include, but are not limited to, the filing
of a bankruptcy petition prior to the sale and reinstatement of the
loan without knowledge of the Commissioner. If the validity of the
sale is challenged by any party, the Commissioner, in its/their sole
discretion, if it'they believe(s) the challenge to have merit, may
declare the sale to be void and return the deposit. The purchaser
will have no further remedy. Additional Notice where the Real
Property is Residential with less than 15 Rental Units: An order for
possession of the property may be issued pursuant to N.C.G.S. §
45-21.29 in favor of the purchaser and against the party or parties
in possession by the Clerk of Superior Court of the County in
which the property is sold. Any person who occupies the property
pursuant to a rental agreement entered into or renewed on or/after
October 1, 2007, may, after receiving the notice of sale, terminate
the rental agreement by providing written notice of termination to
the landlord, to be effective on a date stated in the Notice that is at
least ten (10) days, but no more than ninety (90) days, after the sale
date contained in the Notice of Sale, provided that the mortgagor
has not cured the default at the time the tenant provides the Notice
of Termination. Upon termination of a rental agreement, the tenant
is liable for rent due under the rental agreement prorated to the
effective date of such termination. This is a communication from a
debt collector. The purpose of this Communication is to collect a
debt and any information obtained will be used for that purpose,
except as stated below in the instance of bankruptcy protection.
If you are under the protection of the bankruptcy court or have
been discharged as a result of a bankruptcy proceeding, this
notice is given to you pursuant to statutory requirement and for
informational purposes and is not intended as an attempt to collect
a debt or as an act to collect, assess, or recover all or any portion
of the debt from you personally. FN# 3130.00124 60988
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persons indebted to said estate
are asked to please make
immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This is the 8th day of JULY 2026
ELIZABETH W WILKERSON

67 BARLEY GREEN DRIVE
LUMBERTON NC 28360

The savings
_really add _
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LEGALS

25CV005785-770 NOTICE OF JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY UNDER AND BY VIRTUE of the power
and authority contained in that certain Deed of Trust executed
and delivered by Janie L. Morgan aka Janie Lee Morgan dated
June 15, 2018 and recorded on July 3, 2018, in Book 2139 at
Page 766, as amended by Reaffirmation, Re-Execution and
Re-Acknowledgment of Previously Recorded Deed of Trust
recorded in Book 2154 at Page 645, and as modified by Loan
Modification Agreement recorded in Book 2144 at Page 621, as
corrected by Corrective Affidavit recorded in Book 2157 at Page
282 and Corrective Affidavit recorded in Book 2158 at Page
460, in the Office of the Register of Deeds of Robeson County,
North Carolina; and because of default in the payment of the
indebtedness secured thereby and, pursuant to demand of the
holder of the Note secured by said Deed of Trust, the undersigned
Goddard & Peterson, PLLC (Commissioner) will offer for sale at the
courthouse door in the City of Lumberton, Robeson County, North
Carolina, or the customary location designated for foreclosure
sales, on July 13, 2026 at 10:00 AM and will sell to the highest
bidder for cash the following real estate situated in the County of
Robeson, North Carolina and being more particularly described in
the above referenced Deed of Trust, together with all improvements
located thereon: Address of Property: 2986 McDuffie Crossing
Road, Lumberton, NC 28360 Tax Parcel ID: 20040101002AD
Present Record Owner: Janie L. Morgan Commissioner may,
in the Commissioner’s sole discretion, delay the sale for up to
one hour as provided in N.C.G.S. §45-21.23. Said property is
sold subject to applicable Federal and State laws. A deposit of
five percent (5%) of the amount of the bid or seven hundred fifty
Dollars ($750.00), whichever is greater, is required and must be
tendered in the form of certified funds at the time of the sale. The
real property described above is being offered for sale “AS IS,
WHERE IS” and will be sold subject to all superior liens, unpaid
taxes, and special assessments and any liens or encumbrances
that would not be extinguished by non-judicial foreclosure. Neither
the Commissioner nor the holder of the Note secured by the Deed
of Trust being foreclosed, nor the officers, directors, attorneys,
employees, agents or authorized representatives of either the
Commissioner or the holder of the Note make any representation
or warranty relating to the title or any physical, environmental,
health or safety conditions existing in, on, at or relating to the
property being offered for sale, and any and all responsibilities or
liabilities arising out of or in any way relating to any such condition
expressly are disclaimed. The sale will be held open for ten (10)
days for upset bids as required by law. Should the property be
purchased by a third party, that party must pay the excise tax,
and any Land Transfer Tax as required by N.C.G.S. §7A-308(a)(1).
Third party, must pay the full bid amount, less any deposit that has
been paid to the Commissioner, immediately upon demand after
the conclusion of the final upset bid period. Failure of the bidder
to comply with the bid shall result in the resale of the property,
with the defaulting bidder remaining liable upon their bid under the
provisions of N.C.G.S. §45-21-30. If the Commissioner is unable
to convey title to this property for any reason, the sole remedy
of the purchaser is the return of the deposit. Reasons of such
inability to convey title include, but are not limited to, the filing of
a bankruptcy petition prior to the sale and reinstatement of the
loan without knowledge of the Commissioner. If the validity of the
sale is challenged by any party, the Commissioner, in its/their sole
discretion, if itthey believe(s) the challenge to have merit, may
declare the sale to be void and return the deposit. The purchaser
will have no further remedy. Additional Notice where the Real
Property is Residential with less than 15 Rental Units: An order for
possession of the property may be issued pursuant to N.C.G.S. §
45-21.29 in favor of the purchaser and against the party or parties
in possession by the Clerk of Superior Court of the County in
which the property is sold. Any person who occupies the property
pursuant to a rental agreement entered into or renewed on or/after
October 1, 2007, may, after receiving the notice of sale, terminate
the rental agreement by providing written notice of termination to
the landlord, to be effective on a date stated in the Notice that is at
least ten (10) days, but no more than ninety (90) days, after the sale
date contained in the Notice of Sale, provided that the mortgagor
has not cured the default at the time the tenant provides the Notice
of Termination. Upon termination of a rental agreement, the tenant
is liable for rent due under the rental agreement prorated to the
effective date of such termination. This is a communication from a
debt collector. The purpose of this Communication is to collect a
debt and any information obtained will be used for that purpose,
except as stated below in the instance of bankruptcy protection.
If you are under the protection of the bankruptcy court or have
been discharged as a result of a bankruptcy proceeding, this
notice is given to you pursuant to statutory requirement and for
informational purposes and is not intended as an attempt to collect
a debt or as an act to collect, assess, or recover all or any portion
of the debt from you personally. FN# 3085.0102 60987
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CLASSIFIEDS

Wednesday, July 8,2026  7A

LEGALS LEGALS LEGALS LEGALS LEGALS Apartments/Townhouses
STATE OF STATE OF STATE OF STATE OF STATE OF Longleaf Apartments in Lum-
NORTH CAROLINA NORTH CAROLINA NORTH CAROLINA NORTH CAROLINA NORTH CAROLINA berton is accepting applica-
COUNTY OF ROBESON COUNTY OF ROBESON COUNTY OF ROBESON COUNTY OF ROBESON COUNTY OF ROBESON tions for 1BR & 2BR units.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS NOTICE TO CREDITORS NOTICE TO CREDITORS NOTICE TO CREDITORS NOTICE TO CREDITORS Section 8 welcomed. Access-
AND DEBTORS OF AND DEBTORS OF AND DEBTORS OF AND DEBTORS OF AND DEBTORS OF ible units designed for persons
LINDA LOU CHAVIS ROBERT LEE HAMMONDS RUBY LOIS WATSON THOMAS LEE ROWDY WILLIAM DOUGLAS with disabilities subject to
DECEASED JR ROWDY DECEASED MITCHELL availability. Visit us at 412
FILE NUMBER DECEASED DECEASED FILE NUMBER: DECEASED Lindsey St. or call (910) 272-
23 E 001253-770 FILE NUMBER: FILE NUMBER: 25 E 001624-770 FILE NUMBER: 0860 (TTY 711) for more in-

The  undersigned  having
qualified as Administrators,
of the Estate of LINDA LOU
CHAVIS, deceased, late of
ROBESON COUNTY, this is
to notify all persons, firms and
corporations  having claims
against said estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned
on or before the 12th day
of OCTOBER 2026 or be
barred from their recovery. All
persons indebted to said estate
are asked to please make
immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This is the 8th day of JULY 2026

ELLA W EVANS
1122 PAUL ROAD
PEMBROKE NC 28372

7/8 7/15 7/22 7/29 2026

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
AND DEBTORS OF
MARY HANNAH
HOLLINGSWORTH
DECEASED
FILE NUMBER:

26 E 000563-770

The undersigned having
qualified as Administrators, of
the Estate of MARY HANNAH
HOLLINGSWORTH, deceased,
late of ROBESON COUNTY,
this is to notify all persons,
firms and corporations having
claims against said estate to
exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 28th day of
SEPTEMBER 2026 or be
barred from their recovery. All
persons indebted to said estate
are asked to please make
immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This is the 24th day of JUNE
2026.

THOMAS MILTON WHITE
300 JOHN BALLENTINE RD
IRMO SC 29063

6/24 7/1 7/8 7/15 2026

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
AND DEBTORS OF
PRISCILLA CHERRY
DECEASED
FILE NUMBER:

21 E 000244-770

The undersigned having
qualified as Executor, of the
estate of PRISCILLA CHERRY,
deceased, late of ROBESON
COUNTY, this is to notify all
persons, firms and corporations
having claims against said
estate to exhibit them to the
undersigned on or before the
20th day of SEPTEMBER 2026
or be barred from their recovery.
All persons indebted to said
estate are asked to please
make immediate payment to
the undersigned.

This is the 17th day of JUNE
2026.

JOHNNIE CHERRY
5208 SIMMONS DRIVE
LUMBERTON NC 28360

6/17 6/24 7/1 7/8 2026

26 E 000584-770

The undersigned having
qualified as Executors, of
the Estate of ROBERT LEE
HAMMONDS JR, deceased,
late of ROBESON COUNTY,
this is to notify all persons,
firms and corporations having
claims against said estate to
exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 28th day of
SEPTEMBER 2026 or be
barred from their recovery. All
persons indebted to said estate
are asked to please make
immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This is the 24th day of JUNE
2026.

JUDY ANN JACOBS
CO-EXECUTOR
1696 ELIJAH RD
ORRUM NC 28369

JAYLA MAKIA GADDY
CO-EXECUTOR

1696 ELIJAH RD
ORRUM NC 28369

6/24 7/1 7/8 7/15 2026

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
AND DEBTORS OF
RONALD LEE SCOTT
DECEASED
FILE NUMBER
26 E 000699-770

The  undersigned  having
qualified as Administrators, of
the Estate of RONALD LEE
SCOTT, deceased, late of
ROBESON COUNTY, this is
to notify all persons, firms and
corporations  having claims
against said estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned
on or before the 12th day
of OCTOBER 2026 or be
barred from their recovery. All
persons indebted to said estate
are asked to please make
immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This is the 8th day of JULY 2026

SHEILA M PEREZ
2409 COLLINS DR
LUMBERTON NC 28358

7/8 7/15 7/22 7/29 2026

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
AND DEBTORS OF
RUTH WILLIAMS
WOOLRIDGE
DECEASED
FILE NUMBER
26 E 000658-770

The  undersigned  having
qualified as Administrators, of
the Estate of RUTH WILLIAMS
WOOLRIDGE, deceased, late
of ROBESON COUNTY, this
is to notify all persons, firms
and corporations having claims
against said estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned on or
before the 3rd day of OCTOBER
2026 or be barred from their
recovery. All persons indebted
to said estate are asked
to please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This is the 1st day of JULY 2026
MICHELL WOOLRIDGE
140 WILKERSON ROAD
LUMBERTON NC 28358

7/17/8 7/15 7/22 2026

26 E 000405-770

The undersigned having
qualified as Administrators,
of the Estate of RUBY LOIS
WATSON ROWDY , deceased,
late of ROBESON COUNTY,
this is to notify all persons,
firms and corporations having
claims against said estate to
exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 20th day of
SEPTEMBER 2026 or be
barred from their recovery. All
persons indebted to said estate
are asked to please make
immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This is the 17th day of JUNE
2026.

FREDRICK TREMAYNE
ROWDY

847 S CHICKEN ROAD
ROWLAND NC 28383

6/17 6/24 7/1 7/8 2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING

The Robeson County Board
of Zoning Adjustment will
hold a public hearing at 5:00
o'clock p.m. on Monday, July
20, 2026 in the Robeson
County Administration Center,
550 North Chestnut Street, in
the City of Lumberton, North
Carolina. The purpose of this
hearing is to consider the
following requests:

Case # 2026-965340— Kaitlyn
Woods, Raft Swamp Township,
District 5. Consideration of a
Variance of Robeson County
Zoning Ordinance Section 3.6
(d) requiring a minimum 15’ feet
side yard setback. The purpose
for this Variance is to allow for
the establishment of a single-
family dwelling on a 0.47+/-
acre tract, more or less, in a
Residential Agricultural District
(R-A), located at 455 Beam Rd;
submitted by Kaitlyn Woods
(Applicant); Maggie Woods
(Owner). Tax Parcel # 1605-01-
035.

A copy of this request is
available for review at the office
of the Clerk to the Board of
Commissioners, at 550 North
Chestnut  Street, City of
Lumberton, North Carolina.

THIS the 1st day of July, 2026.
JAMES L. LOCKLEAR, CLERK

ROBESON COUNTY BOARD
OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT

7/8 7/15 2026
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ADYERTISE!

The undersigned having
qualified as Administrators, of
the Estate of THOMAS LEE
ROWDY, deceased, late of
ROBESON COUNTY, this is
to notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims
against said estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned on
or before the 20th day of
SEPTEMBER 2026 or be
barred from their recovery. All
persons indebted to said estate
are asked to please make
immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This is the 17th day of JUNE
2026.

FREDRICK TREMAYNE
ROWDY

847 S CHICKEN ROAD
ROWLAND NC 28383

26 E 000623-770

The undersigned having
qualified as Administrators,
of the estate of WILLIAM
DOUGLAS MITCHELL,
deceased, late of ROBESON
COUNTY, this is to notify all
persons, firms and corporations
having claims against said
estate to exhibit them to the
undersigned on or before the
20th day of SEPTEMBER 2026
or be barred from their recovery.
All persons indebted to said
estate are asked to please
make immediate payment to
the undersigned.

This is the 17th day of MAY
2026.

NEIL D MITCHELL
2438 LOCKLEAR RD
PEMBROKE NC 28372

formation. $25 application fee,
credit/criminal check required.
Equal Housing Opportunity.
Professionally managed by
Partnership Property Manage-
ment, an equal opportunity
provider and employer.

Want to Rent

RUSTIC TRAIL RENTALS
3BD & 2 BATH MOBILE
HOME
910-671-4461

Rentals

2 BED&2 BATH singlewide
ST.PAULS
3BED &2 BATH singlewide
ORRUM AREA
area Call 910-739-7749

Notices

Address of Property:
Tax Parcel ID:
Present Record Owners:

effective date of the termination.

Posted:

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE
SALE OF REAL PROPERTY

THIS ACTION BROUGHT PURSUANT TO THE POWER AND AUTHORITY contained within
that certain Deed of Trust executed and delivered by Crystal G. Nobles Hammonds dated April 17, 2025
and recorded on Aprill7, 2025 in Book D 2512 at Page 489 in the Office of Register of Deeds of Robeson
County, North Carolina. As a result of a default in the obligations contained within the Promissory Note and
Deed of Trust and the failure to carry out and perform the stipulation and agreements contained therein,
the holder of the indebtedness secured by said Deed of Trust made demand to have the default cured, which
was not met. Therefore, the undersigned Substitute Trustee will place for sale that parcel of land, including
improvements thereon, situated, lying and being in the City of Lumberton, County of Robeson, State of
North Carolina, and being more particularly described in the heretofore referenced Deed of trust Said
sale will be a public auction to the highest bidder for cash, at the usual place of sale at the Robeson County
Courthouse, Lumberton, North Carolina, on July 16, 2026 at 11:00 AM.

2502 N Barker St, Lumberton, NC 28358
031190497100
Crystal G. Nobles Himmonds

The terms of the sale are that the real property hereinbefore described will be sold for cash to the
highest bidder. A deposit of five percent (5%) of the amount of the bid or Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars
(8750.00), whichever is greater, is required and must be tendered in the form of certified funds at the time
of the sale. The successful bidder will be required to pay revenue stamps on the Trustee’s Deed, any Land
Transfer Tax, and costs for recording the Trustee’s Deed.

The real property hereinabove described is being offered for sale “AS IS, WHERE IS” and will be sold
subject to all superior liens, unpaid taxes, special assessments and other encumbrances. Other conditions will
be announced at the sale. The sale will be held open for ten (10) days for upset bids, as by law required The
sale will not confirm until there have been ten (10) consecutive days with no upset bids having been filed.

If for any reason the Trustee is unable to convey title to this property, or if the sale is set aside, the sole
remedy of the purchaser is the return of the bid deposit. Furthermore, if the validity of the sale is challenged
by any party, the Trustee in its sole discretion, if it believes the challenge to have merit, may declare the sale
to be void and return the bid deposit. In either event, the purchaser will have no further recourse against the
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee, the Mortgagee’s attorney, or the Trustee.

Additional notice required for Residential Real Property with Less Than Fifteen (15) Rental Units:

An order for possession of the property may be issued pursuant to G.S. 45-21.29 in favor of the
purchaser and against the party or parties in possession by the clerk of superior court of the county in which
the property is sold. Any person who occupies the property pursuant to a rental agreement entered into or
renewed on or after October 1, 2007, may, after receiving the notice of sale, terminate the rental agreement
by providing written notice of termination to the landlord, to be effective on a date stated in the notice that
is at least ten (10 days, but no more than 90 day, after the sale date contained in the notice of sale, provided
that the mortgagor has not cured the default at the time the tenant provides the notice of termination. Upon
termination of a rental agreement, the tenant is liable for rent due under the rental agreement prorated to the

Witness:

Assistant/Deputy clerk of Superior Court

s/Franklin L. Greene

Albertelli Law Partners North Carolina, PA.
Franklin L. Greene, ESQ., NC Bar # 37896
205 Regency Executive Park Drive

Suite 100

Charlotte, NC 28217

Tel: 704-970-0391
fgreene@alaw .net
26SP000111-770/25-016509
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@ The Classiﬁeds VAth;m;.l Bu\'fers!’
LEGALS

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, COUNTY OF ROBESON, IN THE GENERAL COURT OF
JUSTICE, DISTRICT COURT DIVISION, FILE NO.: 26CV000554-770
COUNTY OF ROBESON, a political Subdivision of the State of North Carolina;

Plaintiff,

VS.
ANY AND ALL ASSIGNEES, HEIRS AT LAW AND DEVISEES OF DALLAS OXENDINE, and spouse,
if any, Owners, KEVIN OXENDINE and spouse, if any, Heir at Law, TELISHA LYNN OXENDINE and
spouse, if any, Heir at Law, BRANDON DWIGHT OXENDINE and spouse, if any, Heir at Law, and
CRYSTAL GRAHAM, GUARDIAN AD LITEM OF ANY AND ALL ASSIGNEES, HEIRS AT LAW AND
DEVISEES OF DALLAS OXENDINE, and spouse, if any, KEVIN OXENDINE and spouse, if any,
Heir at Law, TELISHA LYNN OXENDINE and spouse, if any, Heir at Law, and BRANDON DWIGHT
OXENDINE and spouse, if any, Heir at Law;

NOTICE OF SERVICE BY PUBLICATION
TO: ANY AND ALL ASSIGNEES, HEIRS AT LAW AND DEVISEES OF DALLAS OXENDINE,
and spouse, if any, Owners, KEVIN OXENDINE and spouse, if any, Heir at Law, TELISHA LYNN
OXENDINE and spouse, if any, Heir at Law, BRANDON DWIGHT OXENDINE and spouse, if any,
Heir at Law, and CRYSTAL GRAHAM, GUARDIAN AD LITEM OF ANY AND ALL ASSIGNEES,
HEIRS AT LAW AND DEVISEES OF DALLAS OXENDINE, and spouse, if any, KEVIN OXENDINE
and spouse, if any, Heir at Law, TELISHA LYNN OXENDINE and spouse, if any, Heir at Law, and
BRANDON DWIGHT OXENDINE and spouse, if any, Heir at Law;
Take notice that a pleading seeking relief against you has been filed in the above-entitled action, and
notice of service by Publication will begin the 1st day of July, 2026.
The nature of the relief being sought is as follows: foreclosure sale to satisfy unpaid property taxes
on your interest in the property described as:
DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY:
Owner of Record: Heirs of Dallas Oxendine and spouse, if any, Title Reference: DB 1682 @ PG
344, PIN No: 04030202012, Tax Account No: 1095152, Property Location: Burnt Swamp Twp.
Tr 26 Hannah O Wood et al Map 44 @ 85, 1.95 AC +/-.
TRACT 26
Burnt Swamp Township, Robeson County, North Carolina
All that certain tract or parcel of land lying about 3.2 miles east of the center of Pembroke, NC, about
Y2 mile northeast of NC Highway 72 West, about 0.25 miles northwest of SR 1516, Genes Road,
adjacent to and on the northeast side of a 45 foot private easement #3, adjacent to and south of the
southeast end of easement #2 and adjoining Tract 25 of this Division on the southwest, Tract 23 on
the northwest, Tract 27 on the northeast, Harry Locklear (1073/164) and Mary Chavis (19-B/331) on
the southeast and being more particularly described as follows:
BEGINNING at an iron rod set in the northwest line of Mary Chavis (19-B/331), the corner of Tracts
25 and 26 of this Division, this iron rod being located North 51 degrees 45 minutes 40 seconds East
513.56 feet from a pump pipe found in a ditch, the northwest corner of Sue Ellen Brooks (1130/701),
this pump pipe being located North 24 degrees 46 minutes 37 seconds West 1128.13 feet from a
mag nail found in the centerline intersection of SR 1516, Genes Road with Jimmy's Farm Road and
runs thence from said beginning iron rod with the line of Tracts 25 and 26, North 45 degrees 50
minutes 57 seconds West 300.86 feet to an iron rod set in the center of a 45 foot private easement
#3, the corners of Tracts 25 and 26; thence with the center of said 45 foot private easement #3 North
40 degrees 49 minutes 44 seconds East 184.78 feet to an iron rod set in the intersection of said 45
foot private easement #3 with the 45 foot private easement #2, the corner of Tracts 23 ,26, 27 and 28;
thence with the center of said 45 foot private easement #2, South 69 degrees 27 minutes 30 seconds
East 89.69 feet to an iron rod set in the center of a cul-de-sac, having a 50 foot radius a the southeast
end of said easement #2; thence with the line of Tracts 26 and 27, South 69 degrees 27 minutes 30
seconds East 300.0 feet to an iron rod set in the northwest line of Harry Locklear (1073/164), the
corner of Tracts 26 and 27; thence with the northwest line of said Harry Locklear and Mary Chavis
(19-B/331), South 51 degrees 45 minutes 40 seconds West 343.56 feet to the beginning containing
1.95 acres more or less.
Granted and Reserved, a 45 foot Private Easement for Jimmy's Farm Road
BEGINNING at an iron rod found in the bend of a ditch, a corner of Tract 12 of this Division and
Carolyn O. Carter (452/44), said iron rod being located South 83 degrees 26 minutes 39 seconds
West 127.05 feet from a iron rod found at a bend in said ditch, this iron rod being located South 34
degrees 47 minutes 22 seconds West 128.33 feet from an axle found in said ditch, the northeast
corner of Tracy Carter (1063/203) and runs thence from said beginning iron rod and runs with said
ditch and the southwest line of Jimmy's Farm Road (45 ft. private road) North 51 degrees 24 minutes
52 seconds West 359.20 feet to an iron rod set in said ditch; thence with the center of Jimmy's Farm
Road (45 ft. private easement) North 38 degrees 01 minutes 38 seconds East 301.93 feet to an iron
rod set at a bend in said easement; thence with the center of said Jimmy's Farm Road (45 ft. private
easement) North 40 degrees 09 minutes 45 seconds West 272.56 feet to an iron rod set at a bend in
said easement; thence with the center of Jimmy's Farm Road, (45 foot private easement), North 34
degrees 52 minutes 53 seconds East 97.67 feet to an iron rod set at a bend in said easement; thence
with the center of said 45 foot private easement for Jimmy's Farm Road North 24 degrees 33 minutes
57 seconds West 545.70 feet to an iron rod set in the center of said easement and the center of a
cul-de-sac, having a radius of 50 feet, the easement granted and reserved herein is 45 feet at right
angles to and northeast of the 1st line described above and 22.5 feet at right angles to and on both
sides of the center of all other lines with a 50 foot radius at the end of the last call for the purpose of
ingress, egress and utilities, also granted and reserved is any and all rights to Jimmy's Farm Road
that leads from Genes Road, SR 1516, to the above tracts, also a 20 foot private road easement
shown in Deed Book 1063, page 203.
45 Foot Private Easement #1, Granted and Reserved
BEGINNING at an iron rod set in the center of Jimmy's Farm Road, a 45 foot private easement, at its
intersection with the center of a 45 foot private easement #1, the corner of Tracts 16, 21 and 22, this
iron rod being located North 38 degrees 01 minutes 38 seconds East 301.93 feet from an iron rod
set in a ditch, the corner of Tracts 15 and 16, this iron rod being located South 51 degrees 24 minutes
52 seconds East 224.49 feet from a iron rod found, a corner with Addie R. Oxendine (471/168) and
Audrey Oxendine (452/42) and runs thence from said beginning iron rod with the center of this 45 foot
private easement #1, North 73 degrees 04 minutes 27 seconds East 149.11 feet to an iron rod set at
a bend in said easement at a ditch; thence continuing with the center of this 45 foot private easement
#1, North 39 degrees 07 minutes 56 seconds East 281.44 feet to a iron rod set; thence continuing
with the center of this 45 foot private easement #1, North 34 degrees 49 minutes 30 seconds East
159.37 feet to a iron rod set in the center of a cul-de-sac, having a 50 foot radius at the northeast end
of this 45 foot private easement #1, the easement granted and reserved herein is 22.50 feet at right
angles to and northwest and southeast of the above-described centerline for the purpose of ingress,
egress and utilities.
45 Foot Private Easement #2, Granted and Reserved
BEGINNING at an iron rod set in the center of a 45 foot private easement #1, at its intersection with
this 45 foot private easement #2. the corner of Tracts 22 and 29 of this Division, this iron rod being
located North 34 degrees 49 minutes 30 seconds East 23.94 feet from an iron rod set, the corner
of Tracts 21 and 30 of this Division, this iron rod being located South 50 degrees 52 minutes 04
seconds East 297.64 feet from a iron rod set in the south line of Lee Alford Oxendine (603/877), this
iron rod being located North 41 degrees 01 minutes 32 seconds East 79.40 feet from an iron rod set
in a ditch, the south corner of said Oxendine and runs thence from said beginning iron rod with the
center of this 45 foot private easement #2, South 55 degrees 10 minutes 30 seconds East 595.96
feet to an iron rod set, the corner of Tracts 23, 26, 27 and 28 of this Division; thence with the center
of this 45 foot private easement #2, South 69 degrees 27 minutes 30 seconds East 89.69 feet to an
iron rod set in the center of a cul-de-sac, having a 50 foot radius at the southeast end of said 45 foot
private easement #2, the easement granted and reserved herein is 22.50 feet at right angles to and
northeast and southwest of the above described centerline for the purpose of ingress, egress and
utilities.
45 Foot Private Easement #3, Granted and Reserved
BEGINNING at a iron rod set in the center of 45 foot easement #2 at its intersection with this 45
foot private easement #3, the corner of Tracts 23,26,27 and 28, this iron rod being located North
69 degrees 27 minutes 30 seconds West 389.69 feet from an iron rod set in the northwest line of
Harry Locklear (1073/164), the corner of Tracts 26 and 27 of this Division, this iron rod being located
South 51 degrees 45 minutes 40 seconds West 82.49 feet from an iron rod found, the south corner
of Walter David Oxendine (943/807), and runs thence from said beginning iron rod with the center
of this 45 foot private easement #3, South 40 degrees 49 minutes 44 seconds West 369.55 feet to
an iron rod set in the center of a cul-de-sac having a 50 foot radius at the southwest end of this 45
foot private easement #3, the easement granted and reserved herein is 22.50 feet at right angles to
and northwest and southeast of the above described centerline for the purpose of ingress, egress
and utilities.
And being a part of those certain lands as shown in Special Proceedings File 06 SP 0471 in the office
of the Clerk of Court of Robeson County.
Bearings referenced to Deed Book1063, page 203.
Exempt from Robeson County Subdivision Ordinance under Article V, Section 501, ltem f.
The above-described tract is subject to all right-of-ways and easements of record.
Plaintiff seeks to extinguish any and all claim or interest that you may have in the property.
You are required to make defense to such pleading not later than forty days after the date of the first
publication date, being forty days after July 1, 2026 or by August 11, 2026, and upon your failure to
do so, the party seeking service against you will apply to the court for the relief sought.
This the 22nd day of June, 2026.
By: K. Robert Davis
Attorney for the Plaintiff
State Bar No. 22911
550 N. Chestnut Street
Lumberton, NC 28358
Tel: 910-671-3060 x 7353

Defendants.
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Photos by Victoria Sanderson | The Robesonian
Miss Lumbee 2026, Anna Hunt, singing during the talent
portion of Thursday’s pageant in Pembroke.

Lumbee

From page 1A

2026 Little Miss Lum-
bee Lariah Hunt, Junior
Miss Lumbee Verah
Brewington and Senior
Miss Lumbee Lottie
Lowery Locklear.

The Ambassadors
made several appear-

ances throughout the
rest of the final weekend
of Lumbee Homecom-
ing, including the Sum-
mer Jam Concert, the
Lumbee Homecoming
Parade, an Ambassadors
Reception, the Native
Strong Coalition Pow-
wow and a gospel sing-
ing.

Contact Victoria Sanderson at
vsanderson@robesonian.com.

Teen Miss Lumbee, Braeleigh Hunt, during the regalia portion of
Thursday’s pageant in Pembroke.

Teen Miss Lumbee, Braeleigh Hunt, singing during the talent
portion of Thursday’s pageant in Pembroke.

Gov. Stei
Pembroke ¢

1, First Lady visit
uring Homecoming

Ik

PYET DESPAIN TG

Office of First Lady Anna Stein

Gov. Josh Stein and First Lady Anna Stein visited Pembroke on Thursday to attend a live cooking demonstration by Chef Pyet during
Lumbee Homecoming. Chef Pyet is a member of the Prarie Band Potawatomi Nation. The governor, second from right, and first
lady, right, are pictured with Chef Pyet, center, UNC Pembroke Chancellor Robin Cummings, second from left, and his wife Rebecca
Cummings, left. The first lady also tried her first collard wrap and grape ice cream, she said in a social media post, during the visit.

Budget

From page 1A

budget as providing a
“directed grant” to Robe-
son County, though the
purpose of this grant was
not immediately clear.

Appropriations for
Robeson County include
the following:

Public safety

— $1.1 million to fund
seven new assistant dis-
trict attorney positions

— $50,000 for the Lum-
berton Police Department

— $30,000 for the Lum-
berton Police Department

— $25,000 for the Max-
ton Police Department

— $25,000 for Robeson
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment capital projects

— $25,000 for the
Robeson County Re-entry
Program

— $5,000 for the Robe-
son County Honor Guard

Fire & emergency services

— $125,000 for Row-
land Fire Department
capital projects

— $75,000 for Deep
Branch Fire Department
capital projects

— $50,000 for Queheel
Fire Department capital
projects

Education, youth and
community involvement

— $24.4 million for the
UNCP Health Sciences
Center

— $165,000 for Robe-
son County high school
and middle school athletic
programs and facilities

— $100,000 for Robe-
son County Fair capital
projects

— $75,000 for Chil-
dren’s Bible Ministries of
the Mid-Atlantic Camp
Grace

— $75,000 for the
Robeson County Church
and Community Center

— $50,000 for the Fair-
mont Youth Center

— $50,000 for Red
Springs Community

Development

Overall highlights

The budget’s passage
marks the first full state
budget to pass since 2023.

The overall budget is
for $34 billion. In addi-
tion to the budget’s local
investment, it also has
some notable statewide
appropriations that
include:

— A 3% pay raise for all
state employees

— A pay raise averag-
ing 8% for all teachers,
with the minimum base
salary raised to $48,000.

— A reduction in the
personal income tax rate
from 3.99% this year to
3.49% next year, with
continued reductions in
coming years to 2.99%.

— Medicaid in the state
is fully funded

— $700 million of
funding is allocated for
Hurricane Helene relief in
Western North Carolina.

“North Carolinians
expect their elected off1-
cials to come together
across our differences to

deliver for people,” Stein
said. “The budget also
makes meaningful invest-
ments in our community
colleges, the DMV, child
care, cybersecurity, a new
veterans’ home, clean
drinking water, and sum-
mer food programs for
kids.”

While Stein signed the
bill into law, he did take a
moment to rebuke some
“flaws” within it.

“The legislature slashed
more than 1,000 state
government positions,
making it harder for us
to keep people safe and
healthy,” Stein said. “It
also includes a number
of unconstitutional and
wrong-headed provisions
like those shifting power
from the executive branch
or those that are hostile to
local governments, espe-
cially Charlotte. ... Going
forward, there is more
work to do.”

The budget passed the
N.C. House 88-21 and the
N.C. Senate 35-10 before
Stein signed it into law.

More NC lawmakers identified as attending bourbon trip, search warrant says

Dan Kane
The News & Observer via AP

RALEIGH — A newly
public search warrant
identifies two more law-
makers who attended at
least one of two bourbon
tours in Kentucky, and
one of them is the current
co-chairman of the House
Alcoholic Beverage Con-
trol Committee.

The warrant is the
second made public in
a probe by the State
Bureau of Investigation
into a nonprofit known as
Greater Carolina, which
hosted the trips.

The warrant says
only one lawmaker who

attended — state Sen.
Tim Moffitt of Hender-
son County — reported
the trip on his statement
of economic interest, a
report many state officials
have to file with the State
Ethics Commission each
year.

Four lobbyists face a
misdemeanor charge of
violating the state’s ban
on gifts to lawmakers.
The indictments say they
used their clients to help
pay for the 2024 bourbon
tour. Evidence in the case
reported in search war-
rants shows lobbyists’
clients also helped pay
for the 2022 trip, but the
statute of limitations pre-

vents charges from being
considered, Wake County
District Attorney Lorrin
Freeman has said.

The second search war-
rant was unsealed late
last month. It said Rep.
Ray Pickett of Watauga
County and state Sen.
Todd Johnson of Union
County attended the 2022
trip along with then-Rep.
Jason Saine and Moffitt.
All are Republicans.

Both search war-
rants say 11 lawmakers
attended the first bourbon
tour with lobbyists and
their clients, while nine
lawmakers attended the
second. It’s unclear how
many of the first group of

lawmakers also attended
the second tour since
Moffitt was the only one
to disclose the trip.

A complaint that
prompted the investiga-
tion, filed by Carolina
Forward, a left-leaning
nonprofit think tank, pro-
duced receipts from the
2024 tour that showed
purchases by Reps. Kyle
Hall of Stokes County
and David Willis of Union
County. Hall and Willis,
both Republicans, did not
respond last year to inqui-
ries about whether they
attended the 2024 tour.

State Sen. David Cra-
ven, a Randolph County
Republican, early this
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year acknowledged
attending the 2024

tour after The News &
Observer inquired about
him reporting on his 2021
economic interest state-
ment that he was Greater
Carolina’s secretary.

The search warrants
and other documents
indicate that Saine
attended both trips. A
former legislative aide of
his, Clark Riemer, who is
now a lobbyist, filed the
incorporation papers for
Greater Carolina in 2018.
The nonprofit bills itself
as a free-market conserva-
tive group.

Its director, David
Coble, is a Mooresville

businessman who occa-
sionally cohosted a radio
show with Saine, a Lin-
colnton Republican.

The search warrants
say Saine was involved
in launching the bourbon
tours. During that time,
he was the chief budget
writer under then House
Speaker Tim Moore,
who left the position in
2024 to successfully run
for Congress. Saine also
left the House that year
and became a lobbyist.
By then the 2024 trip
had become public, the
result of a Reddit post by
a distillery employee who
claimed the tour group
had behaved badly.

2278 E. Powersville Rd., Lumberton, NC 28358

When needed, Morrison Manor provides
24-hour inpatient care to keep your loved one
close and out of the hospital.

Morrison Manor is available to any Scotland Regional
Hospice patient, who meets the criteria for inpatient care,
regardless of the county they reside in.

A non-profit hospice provider since 1986

Proudly offering in-home care to residents of Robeson County
Accredited by the Accreditation of Commission for Health Care (ACHC).

Recognized by Strategic Healthcare Programs (SHP) as a‘Superior

Performer'for providing high quality service to families and
< caregivers of patients receiving hospice care.

COTLAND

HREGIONAL

( ospice

“A Special Kind of Caring”
610 Lauchwood Drive
Laurinburg, NC 28352

(910)276-7176
scotlandhospice.org
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Lumbee Homecoming concludes with paad, pOWWOW
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Grand Marshal Arlinda Locklear waves to the crowd during the Lumbee Homecoming Parade Saturday Photos by Chris Stiles | The Robesonian
in Pembroke. An entry in the Lumbee Homecoming Parade Saturday in Pembroke.

XL 5 < ‘i
Braeden Uriah Johnson Jr., 1, of Pembroke, enjoys the Lumbhee An entrant in the Lumbee Homecoming Parade Saturday in Members of a drum group perform at the Native Strong Powwow
Homecoming Parade Saturday in Pembroke. Pembroke. during Lumbee Homecoming Saturday in Pembroke.
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Members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars wave to the crowd during the Lumbee Homecoming Parade The head dancers lead participants in the arena at the Native Strong Powwow during Lumbee
Saturday in Pembroke. Homecoming Saturday in Pembroke.

-

A member of the Omar Shriners Provost Guard waves during the A member of the Pembroke Fire Department waves during the Melissa Lowery, left, of Red Springs, enjoys a sandwich as Braylen
Lumbee Homecoming Parade Saturday in Pembroke. Lumbee Homecoming Parade Saturday in Pembroke. Locklear, right, looks on during Lumbee Homecoming Saturday in
Pembroke.

Young attendees enjoy a carnival ride at Lumbee Homecoming Saturday in Pembroke. Master Sgt. Sunny Dale Hyde of the All Veteran Group jumps towards the ground at Lumbee
Homecoming Saturday in Pembroke.

s a1, S )

A drum group performs at the Native Strong Powwow during Lumbee Tribal Chairman John Lowery, right, and his brother, Michael Whatley, the Republican nominee for U.S. Senate,
Lumbee Homecoming Saturday in Pembroke. former N.C. Rep. Jarrod Lowery, left, wave to the crowd during the hands a piece of candy to a young spectator during the Lumbee
Lumbee Homecoming Parade Saturday in Pembroke. Homecoming Parade Saturday in Pembroke.
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Robeson celebrates America's 250th birthday

Photos by Chris Stiles | The Robesonian ~ An attendee comes down the water slide at the Red Springs July 4th Celebration on Saturday.
Raylin Jackson, 2, left, Oaklin Jackson, 5, center, and Elsie Locklear, 1, second from right, all of St.
Pauls, light sparklers while awaiting Saturday’s fireworks show in St. Pauls.

Chris Stiles | The Robesonian
Throwback Collabhoration Band performs at the Red Springs July
4th Celebration on Saturday.

Chris Stiles | The Robesonian Jacob Husson | The Robesonian
Victoria Counts, left, and Amareanna Davis, right, both of Fayetteville, listen to the music at the Red Rob Cole, left, performs at the Family Fourth Celebration Thursday in Lumberton.
Springs July 4th Celebration on Saturday.

Photos by Chris Stiles | The Robesonian  Young attendees await the fireworks Saturday in St. Pauls. Attendees play cornhole while awaiting the fireworks Saturday in
Attendees watch the fireworks Saturday in St. Pauls. St. Pauls.

Fire trucks blare their lights and sirens during the grand finale of Saturday’s fireworks show in St.
Pauls.

Photos by Chris Stiles | The Robesonian  The sunset illuminates the American flag before the fireworks Jacob Husson | The Robesonian
Young attendees await the fireworks Saturday in St. Pauls. Saturday in St. Pauls. Attendees watch the fireworks at the Family Fourth Celebration
Thursday in Lumberton.
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UNCP foothall slate includes 6 home games

UNCP Athletics

UNC Pembroke’s Que Kennedy runs with the ball during an Oct. 11, 2025 game

against Shorter in Pembroke.

Staff report

PEMBROKE — After an 8-3
season in 2025 that culminated
with a Conference Carolinas
championship game appear-
ance, the 2026 season sees
UNCP at home six times in a
10-game schedule.

UNCP kicks off the season
Aug. 27 against Wingate at
home on Military Appreciation
Night. The Bulldogs went 9-3
last season including a 30-21
win over the Braves.

UNCP then goes on the
road to face Fayetteville State
on Sept. 5 in a renewal of the
Two Rivers Classic series. The
Broncos went 6-4 last season,
losing to UNCP 31-24 in the
process.

The Braves will play against
Shorter on Sept. 12 in Rome,
Georgia; they defeated the
Hawks 52-21 last season.
After that, UNCP has four
straight home games, Sept. 19
against Valdosta State, Sept.
26 against Monroe, Oct. 3
against North Greenville and
Oct. 10 against Erskine. The
Braves dominated then-2oth-
ranked Valdosta State 31-0 last
season, dismantled Erskine
31-7 and lost twice to North
Greenville, 20-7 in the regular
season and 34-20 in the confer-
ence championship. Monroe,
located in New York, is transi-
tioning from the junior-college
level to NCAA Division II and
will face the Braves for the
first time.

The game against Monroe
celebrates Parents & Families
Weekend and the North Green-
ville game is on Education &
Service Day Finally, the game
against Erskine is on American
Indian Heritage Day.

The Braves will travel to Wil-
son to face Barton on Oct. 17,
who they beat 34-17 last year.
UNCP will then return home
to face Chowan on Homecom-
ing on Oct. 24. UNCP took
them down 42-10 in Murfrees-
boro last year.

After a bye week on Oct. 31,
the Braves will end the regular
season in Virginia facing Fer-
rum on Nov. 7. They got the
better of the Panthers 41-14

See UNCP | 2B

Trump, FIFA
defend actions
after Balogun’s
suspension
rescinded

Graham Dunbar
AP Sports Writer

GENEVA — Soccer
leaders questioned the
World Cup’ s integrity
on a chaotic and unprec-
edented day in the
event’s modern history
Monday.

The furor centered on
a phone call that Presi-
dent Donald Trump
made last week to FIFA
head Gianni Infantino to
make the case that U.S.
striker Folarin Balogun
should not have been
suspended for Monday’s
matchup with Belgium
because of a red card in
a game last week. FIFA
lifted the suspension
and cleared Balogun to
play.

The decision ulti-
mately didn’t help the
U.S. team, which was
eliminated from the
World Cup with a 4-1
loss to Belgium late
Monday with Balogun
in the lineup.

The decision
appeared to be the
first time since 1962
that punishment for
a World Cup offense
was suspended in the
tournament, increasing
scrutiny on Infantino’s
control of FIFA and his
close association with
Trump.

European soccer
body UEFA said FIFA
“crossed a red line” and
called Sunday’s decision
by FIFA’s disciplinary
committee “unprec-
edented, incomprehen-
sible and unjustifiable.”
Infantino denied having
a role in the decision.
Trump called it a “hor-
rible” call and took
credit for getting FIFA
to review the foul, but
said he did not demand
an outcome.

The Belgian Football
Association said it
informed the U.S. Soc-
cer Federation it was
contesting Balogun’s
eligibility.

But FIFA’s appeals
committee dismissed
Belgium’s legal chal-
lenge less than eight
hours before scheduled
kickoff of the round of

16 match in Seattle. The
appellate panel said Bel-
gium had no standing to
challenge the decision.

It was unclear wheth-
er Belgium could pursue
an appeal to the Court
of Arbitration for Sport
in Switzerland.

Balogun’s red card
was assessed by Brazil-
ian referee Raphael
Claus for stepping on
an opponent’s ankle last
Wednesday during the
Americans’ 2-0 win over
Bosnia-Herzegovina,
triggering an automatic
one-game suspension.
Claus did not initially
issue a red card but
showed it after a video
review.

FIFA’s disciplinary
committee on Sunday
provisionally lifted the
suspension for one
year and fined Balogun
$40,000, which the
USSF can pay.

UEFA vs. FIFA reignites

European soccer
officials reacted with
outrage.

“When the certainty
of rules is no longer
guaranteed by its guard-
ians, the integrity of the
game is at stake and the
credibility of a competi-
tion is undermined,”
UEFA said in a state-
ment.

“Sometimes rules are
open to interpretation.
In this case not,” it said.
“When the certainty
of rules is no longer
guaranteed by its guard-
ians, the integrity of the
game is at stake and the
credibility of a competi-
tion is undermined.”

UEFA has often
clashed with Infantino
during his decade in
FIFA power.

Infantino’s predeces-
sor Sepp Blatter, forced
from office in 2015 in
fallout from corruption
scandals, posted Mon-
day on social media:

“Red cards are not
overturned by politi-
cal phone calls,” said
Blatter. “They are
overturned by rules, evi-
dence and independent

See FIFA | 2B

the United States and Belgium in Seattle, Monday, July 6, 2026.

Andrew Destin
AP Sports Writer

SEATTLE — Shortly
after Romelu Lukaku
scored the goal that
capped a commanding
4-1 win over the United
States, Belgium’s all-time
leading goal scorer held
his right hand to his ear.

On American soil, and
in the aftermath of star
U.S. forward Folarin
Balogun being permitted
to play after a one-game
red-card suspension was
controversially lifted by
FIFA, Lukaku egged on
the crowd of 66,925 at
Lumen Field. The Red
Devils then took to social
media to poke more fun
in light of what they
considered no laughing
matter, posting above the
photo the words: “Over-
turn this.”

“There’s always a jus-
tice somewhere in life,”
Belgian midfielder Nico-
las Raskin said. “The fact
that something happened
like that, we don’t think
that was fair. And today,
I think it just brings us a
little bit of (motivation)

that we needed to win the

game.”

The Belgian soccer fed-
eration wanted an expla-
nation from FIFA about
the decision to let Balo-
gun play. Many of Bel-
gium’s players, though,
insisted they didn’t need
any additional motivation
for Monday’s match.

Belgium extended its
unbeaten streak to 18

games, and knocked out
the U.S. in the round of
16 for the second time in
12 years.

American players
including defender Alex
Freeman entered the eve-
ning wanting revenge for
2014, and for a 5-2 blow-
out loss in a World Cup
warmup match in March.
Belgium captain Youri
Tielemans and company
had other ideas, and col-
lectively turned in a clini-
cal performance.

“We put in a lot of
intensity, there was qual-
ity too,” Tielemans said.
“Defensively, we were
really compact. We tried
to put them under pres-
sure and it really worked
out for us. We scored at
the right moments, too.”

Though Lukaku put the
finishing touches on the
win, it was not Belgium’s

so-called “Golden Genera-

tion” that propelled the
side to victory. Jérémy
Doku didn’t start for the
Red Devils, and Kevin De
Bruyne never came off
the bench.

Rather than Lukaku or
De Bruyne, the two most
accomplished scorers in
Belgian national team
history, it was Charles De
Ketelaere who tallied a
brace. De Ketelaere con-
sidered the showing his
greatest yet for the Red
Devils, whose four goals
were the most the U.S.
had allowed in a World
Cup game since a 5-1
loss to Czechoslovakia in
1990.

Lindsey Wasson | AP Photo
Belgium’s Romelu Lukaku (9) celebrates after scoring his team’s fourth goal during the World Cup round of 16 soccer match between

Ted S. Warren | AP Photo

United States goalkeeper Matt Freese (24) and United States’
Antonee Robinson (5) react after Belgium’s Hans Vanaken (20)
scored their third goal during the World Cup round of 16 soccer
match between the United States and Belgium in Seattle, Monday,

July 6, 2026.

“It’s a great feeling to
put out this performance
in this game and to go
through,” De Ketelaere
said. “It’s amazing for the
team and for the coun-
try.”

Hans Vanaken also
scored for Belgium,
which went quite close
to not advancing to the
round of 16 in the first
place. To even play the
U.S. required a dramatic

comeback from a two-goal

deficit to beat Senegal in
the round of 32.

The Red Devils were
shaky at the beginning of
the tournament, settling
for draws against Iran
and Egypt. If not for a
dominant 5-1 win over
New Zealand, Belgium
may have failed to get out
of the group stage, just
as it came up short four
years ago in Qatar.

“I think we could (have
done) much better in the

group phase,” midfielder
Dodi Lukébakio said.
“But, we grew. Today,
we are showing that we
have more confidence.
And with the results, it
helps us a lot. And, we
are showing our quality,
definitely.”

The Red Devils next
play 2010 champion
Spain on Friday at Ingle-
wood, California, for a
semifinal berth against
France or Morocco.

They will do so with-
out midfielder Amadou
Onana, who coach Rudi
Garcia said sustained a
“serious injury” while
marking U.S. forward
Christian Pulisic in the
19th minute. Vanaken
replaced Onana in the
21st minute.

Aside from Onana’s
injury, which Garcia
referred to as a “dark

See SOCCER | 2B
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bodies.”

The Swiss Football
Association declared
that the “credibility of
the competition depends
on clear rules that are
applied consistently.”

Coaches speculated
about the implications
of the decision going
forward.

“What about the next
red card? What happens
then?” Norway coach
Stéle Solbakken said. “Is
there going to be some
committee somewhere
that is going to take that
card away? It’s a bad,
bad, bad, bad, bad deci-
sion that will hurt the
World Cup.”

England coach Thomas
Tuchel wondered wheth-
er yellow cards to Eng-
lish defender Declan Rice
and French midfielder
Michael Olise could be
reversed.

FIFA’s disciplinary
committee defended its
decision in a statement
Monday.

“Reviewing the legal
consequences of red
cards in football is noth-
ing new in the modern
game,” it said. “In the
majority of top-tier
leagues belonging to
UEFA-affiliated member
associations the over-
turning of red cards is
a common disciplinary
measure, yet this has
never raised concerns
about crossing any ‘red
line.”

Trump’s comments

Trump on Monday
called the referee’s deci-
sion a “horrible” call
while admitting he was
confused about the rules
and punishment sur-
rounding red cards.

“I didn’t think it was
a foul,” Trump said. “I
thought it was two great
athletes that crashed
into each other and got
entangled.”

He also acknowledged
calling Infantino.

“All I did was ask for a
review,” Trump said. “I
didn’t say, ‘You have to
do this.”

Infantino issued a
statement saying: “FIFA’s
judicial bodies are inde-

pendent. They operate
autonomously.”

“I explained that there
was an ongoing legal
process involving FIFA’s
independent judicial
bodies and that the case
would be decided in due
course by the compe-
tent bodies,” he said of
his conversation with
Trump.

Infantino’s relationship
with Trump previously
sparked concern among
soccer officials. Europe-
an soccer leaders walked
out of a FIFA Congress
in Paraguay last year
due to a three-hour delay
caused by Infantino
arriving late because he
was with Trump in the
Middle East.

After Infantino award-
ed Trump the first FIFA
peace prize in December,
Norway’s governing body
filed a letter support-
ing an ethics complaint
against Infantino that
accused him of violating
provisions in FIFA’s code
of ethics requiring politi-
cal neutrality.

Belgium’s legal options
Belgian officials pre-
pared in Seattle through

the night into Monday
to get a hearing with a
FIFA-appointed appeals
judge, and their eventual
defeat might not be the
end.

“Regardless of the
sporting outcome of
the match,” the Belgian
federation said, ”(we
are) deeply concerned
by the way these events
have unfolded and will
continue, in the hours,
days and months ahead,
to pursue every available
avenue to uphold the

fundamental principles of

ethics, sporting fairness
and the interests of foot-
ball as a whole.”

Balogun'’s tackle

Balogun was sent off
directly for planting
his cleated foot on an
ankle of defender Tarik
Muharemovi .

That kind of challenge
has been a routine red
card all season in com-
petitions worldwide,
and Balogun could have
expected a two-game
ban for serious foul play
under the FIFA disciplin-
ary code.

Still, similar challenges

by star players have gone

unpunished at this World
Cup — by Argentina’s
Lionel Messi against
Algeria and Morocco’s
Achraf Hakimi vs. Brazil.
Bernardo Silva of Portu-
gal got just a yellow card
against Congo.

“I think a yellow card
would have been fair,”
Balogun later suggested.

FIFA's interventions

This World Cup has
been remarkable for FIFA
under Infantino seeming
to rewrite the norms of
disciplinary action even
before the tournament
began.

A pattern of pardons
opened FIFA to sugges-
tions of executive inter-
vention in the statutory
independence of its judi-
cial bodies, including the
disciplinary committee
that formally reprieved
Balogun.

Cristiano Ronaldo was
cleared to play in Portu-
gal’s opening World Cup
game despite getting
a red card for serious
foul play in a qualifying
game against Ireland last
November. He struck an
opponent with an elbow.

Ronaldo served his

mandatory ban in
Portugal’s final qualify-
ing game but he was
reprieved from an
expected two-game ban
because FIFA introduced
the idea of probation. An
imposed three-game ban
was less meaningful as
two games were deferred
during a one-year proba-
tionary period.

At the opening game
on June 11, South Afri-
ca’s Themba Zwane got a
red card against Mexico
for a similar offense to
Ronaldo’s and FIFA
imposed a three-game
ban with no probation.
Zwane did not play again
at the World Cup.

Three players sent off
in their teams’ qualify-
ing games last year were
surprisingly told by FIFA
in May they could serve
their bans in a future
competition instead of
at the World Cup, which
was the long-standing
norm.

Ecuador midfielder
Moisés Caicedo, Argen-
tina defender Nicolas
Otamendi and Qatar
defender Tarek Salman
all had their bans waived
for the World Cup.

Soccer

UNCP
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cloud” that hung over the
team, it was Belgium’s
night. Considering the
build-up to the game,
which included President
Donald Trump calling
FIFA president Gianni
Infantino seeking a
review of Balogun’s red
card, it made the victory
that much sweeter.

“Our job was to show
on the pitch that we are
here for football,” Tiele-
mans said. “That decision
was out of our hands, and
we just had to talk on the
field. And, we did that
today.”

Veteran goalkeeper
Thibaut Courtois appar-
ently wasn’t upset by the
pre-match drama.

“I read things and I
laughed,” he said. “I was
more sure of beating
the USA than Senegal,
because Senegal is a bet-
ter soccer team than the

United States”

WITH THE
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last season.

Should the Braves
advance to a second
straight Conference
Carolinas champion-
ship game, it will take
place on Nov. 14.

2026 UNCP
FOOTBALL
SCHEDULE

Aug. 27 — Wingate
Sept.5 —at
Fayetteville State
Sept. 12 — at
Shorter*
Sept. 19 — Valdosta
State
Sept. 26 — Monroe
Oct. 3 — North
Greenville*
Oct. 10 — Erskine*
Oct. 17 — Barton*
Oct. 24 — Chowan*
Oct.31—BYE
Nov. 7 — at Ferrum*
— denotes
Conference Carolinas
game
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SERVICING RICHMOND, SCOTLAND, ROBESON,
ANSON & SURROUNDING COUNTIES.

Make the switch today!

www.switchtoquality.com

years.

TRAVELIAN HALL
Wrestling

| Lumberton’s Travelian

Hall became the first

‘ wrestler from Robeson

& Il County to win three state

championships earlier

this year, taking the boys

| 7A 113-pound title with

a 5-3 decision over Holly

® Springs’ Adam Walker. Hall

recently signed to wrestle

collegiately at Indian Hills

Community College in

lowa, the same school

|at which former Pirate
Wyntergale Oxendine

wrestled the last two

Associated Press

CHARLOTTE — The Char-
lotte Hornets acquired forward
Dorian Finney-Smith and three
second-round draft picks in a
trade with the Houston Rockets
on Friday, according to a person
familiar with the situation.

The person spoke to The Asso-
ciated Press on condition of ano-

nymity because the league has
not yet approved the trade.

The move allows the Rockets
some roster flexibility and cre-
ates a $13 million trade excep-
tion. Houston recently acquired
Marcus Smart and Bogdan Bog-

danovic.

news.

ESPN was first to report the

Meanwhile, the Hornets con-

Accident & Injury Center

910-802-4034

DO YOU WANT TO AVOID KNEE SURGERY?

If your are experience any
of the following

e Aching Knee e Cartilage
Pain Damage
e Grinding ¢ Weakness in
Sensation your knees
* “Bone on e Sharp/Shooting
LUMBERTON LASER PAIN CENTER  bone” Pain
Affiliated with Dial Chiropractic * A'th”t's_ ) ° Mus;les Spasms
e Tendonitis * Burning

Bursitis

Hornets acquire Dorian Finney-
Smith, more picks from Rockets

tinue to stockpile draft picks.
Charlotte now has 20 second-
round draft picks over the next
seven years, the second-most
tradable picks in the NBA,
according to ESPN.

The 33-year-old Finney-Smith

is on the tail end of his career

and averaged 3.3 points last sea-

PIILARIS

THE 2026 LINEUP
HAS ARRIVED

(Vs

CHYAMAHA

oF I.LIMB

son in 37 games.

CHECK OUT OUR LOCAL INVENTORY. VISIT US AT:
4401 FAYETTEVILLE ROAD
LUMBERTON, NC28358
(910)738-1454
WWW.YAMAHAOFLUMBERTON.COM

>

'NEED TO
ROOM

FOR MORE
STUFF22?

 Odvertise your yard or garage
| sale in the elassifieds!

(Then search your local paper for those sales

ond bargains so you ean buy morel)

PURNELL SWETT HIGH SCHOOL

SAVANNAH OXENDINE
Wrestling

5.

Purnell Swett wrestler
Savannah Oxendine ended
~ 4 her high school career with
a regional championship

| and a state runner-up

+ finish in the girls 7A

| 185-pound classification.

| Oxendine pinned two
state-tournament
opponents to reach the
final after not qualifying
for states in 2025, and also
pinned all three opponents
at the 7A East Regional,
finishing the season at 25-
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Fairmont

Aug. 21 — at Lumberton
Aug. 28 — Forest Hills
Sept. 4 — Lake View
Sept. 11 — at Lakewood
Sept. 18 — at St. Pauls
Sept. 25 — BYE

Oct. 2 — at South Columbus*

Oct. 9 — West Bladen*

Oct. 16 — at Whiteville*

Oct. 23 — South Brunswick*
Oct. 30 — Red Springs*

2026 ROBESON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL SCHEDULES

Lumberton

Aug. 21 — Fairmont

Aug. 28 — St. Pauls

Sept. 4 — at Westover
Sept. 11 — BYE

Sept. 18 — at Heide Trask
Sept. 25 — at Monroe
Oct. 2 — Cape Fear*
Oct.9 — at Gray's Creek*
Oct. 16 — Terry Sanford*
Oct. 23 — Scotland*

Oct. 30 — at Purnell Swett*

Purnell Swett

Aug. 21 — at St. Pauls

Aug. 28 — at New Hanover
Sept. 4 — Douglas Byrd
Sept. 11 — Red Springs
Sept. 18 — South Brunswick
Sept. 25 — BYE

Oct. 2 — Terry Sanford*
Oct.9 — at Cape Fear*
Oct. 16 — at Scotland*
Oct. 23 — at Gray's Creek*
Oct. 30 — Lumberton*

Red Springs

Aug. 21 — at Anson

Aug. 28 — Pender

Sept. 4 — St. Pauls

Sept. 11 — at Purnell Swett
Sept. 18 — Douglas Byrd
Sept. 25 — BYE

Oct. 2 — South Brunswick*
Oct. 9 — at South Columbus*

Oct. 16 — at West Bladen*
Oct. 23 — Whiteville*
Oct. 30 — at Fairmont*

St. Pauls

Aug. 21 — Purnell Swett
Aug. 28 — at Lumberton
Sept. 4 — at Red Springs
Sept. 11 — North Brunswick
Sept. 18 — Fairmont

Sept. 25 — BYE

Oct.2 —at E.E. Smith*
Oct.9 — Seventy-First*
Oct. 16 — at Westover*

Oct. 23 — South View*

Oct. 30 — at Douglas Byrd*
* — denotes conference game

Former Gowhoys DE Kneeland had early stage CTE at time of death

Jim Vertuno
AP Sports Writer

Editor’s note: This story includes
discussion of suicide. If vou or some-
one you know needs help, the national
suicide and crisis lifeline in the U.S.
1s available by calling or texting 988.
There is also an online chat at 988life-
line.org

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Former
Dallas Cowboys defensive end Mar-
shawn Kneeland, who died by suicide
in November 2025 after a high-speed
chase with police, had early stage
chronic traumatic encephalopathy, a
brain abnormality linked to repeated
concussions, his family announced
Tuesday.

The Boston University CTE Center,
which investigates the long-term con-
sequences of repetitive brain trauma in
athletes and others, analyzed Kneeland’s
brain tissue after his death. Researchers

determined Kneeland, who was 24, was
in stage one of four of CTE.

CTE is a degenerative brain disease
that has been found in athletes in con-
tact sports, combat veterans and others
who experience repetitive head trauma.
It has been known to cause violent
mood swings, impulsive behavior and
depression. It can be diagnosed only
after death.

“While this diagnosis does not change
the tragedy of his passing, it provides
important context about some of the
struggles he may have been facing. We
share this information to help people
understand what NFL and other high
contact sport athletes might be strug-
gling with,” Kneeland’s family, includ-
ing his girlfriend, Catalina Mancera,
said in a statement issued through the
Concussion and CTE Foundation.

“Raising awareness is important to
us. We continue to remember Mar-
shawn with compassion for the person

he was, rather than defining him by the
final moments of his life. One Love,”
the family said.

The abnormality has also been linked
to deaths in the National Football
League, as well as in hockey and soccer.

Kneeland shot himself after evading
authorities in his vehicle and fleeing a
car crash on foot.

The chase happened after police said
Kneeland didn’t stop for Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety troopers over a
traffic violation. Authorities lost sight
of the vehicle before locating it crashed
minutes later.

As authorities were looking for Knee-
land after he fled the crash site on foot,
a dispatcher told officers that people
who knew him had received a group
text from Kneeland “saying goodbye,”
indicating he might be suicidal.

According to a 2021 study by the
Harvard Medical School and the Boston
University CTE Center, NFL players

are more than four times more likely to
develop ALS than other men.

Dr. Chris Nowinski, CEO of the
Concussion & CTE Foundation, noted
Kneeland’s diagnosis comes even amid
a modern era of concussion protocols
in professional and college athletics and
better safety equipment.

Kneeland started playing tackle foot-
ball when he was 7 years old. He played
at Western Michigan University before
he was selected by the Cowboys in the
second round of the 2024 NFL draft.

“We have no reason to believe the
current generation is at a lower risk of
CTE than previous generations. Con-
cussion protocols do not prevent CTE,
because CTE is caused by repeated
head impacts, not just concussions,”
Nowinski said. “If we want to reduce
CTE risk, we must implement CTE
prevention protocols and aggressively
reduce the number and strength of head
impacts at every level of the game.”

Briscoe holds off Bell at Chicago

Jay Cohen
AP Sports Writer

JOLIET, Ill. — Chase
Briscoe was on an offsea-
son bonding trip to the
United Kingdom with
crew chief James Small
when the NASCAR driver
discovered chocolate but-
tons, a popular British
treat. He bought some
online after he returned
to the U.S., but he said it
wasn’t the same.

Small purchased some
on a return trip to the
U.K., and he promised to
share if Briscoe won on
the crew chief’s birthday.
That made Sunday night’s
victory pretty sweet.

Briscoe held off Chris-
topher Bell in NASCAR’s
return to Chicagoland
Speedway, racing to his
first Cup Series win of
the season. And Small
delivered the chocolates
to Briscoe moments after
it was over.

“They were pretty dang
good,” Briscoe said.

Briscoe was followed
closely by Bell in the final
laps on the 1.5-mile oval
about 50 miles southwest
of downtown Chicago.
But Bell was unable to
run down his Joe Gibbs
Racing teammate.

The 31-year-old Bris-
coe, an Indiana native,
celebrated his sixth career
win with a burnout before
standing on his car and
waving to the sellout
crowd.

“This has been a place
that I've always loved
coming to, back when we
used to, and I've missed
it,” Briscoe said. “It’s
always been one of my
top-five tracks.”

It was Bell’s fourth run-
ner-up finish this season.
He was wearing a splint
on his arm as he contin-
ues his recovery after
breaking his left wrist in
a crash at Michigan on
June 7.

“I think he’s handled
that as well as you can
handle it,” team owner
Joe Gibbs said. “He’s got

a burning desire to stay in
there and win. I think he
had, you know — he had
a real good car tonight,
too.”

Denny Hamlin, who
started on the pole, was
third. William Byron, who
won two stages while
leading a race-high 94
laps, and Alex Bowman
rounded out the top five.

“I thought I was in con-
trol early on, even though
I wasn’t leading,” Hamlin
said. “I felt in control
and probably got a little
lazy on some restarts and
things like that. Just tak-
ing for granted that T'll
just go up there and get
it.”

NASCAR ran 19 Cup
races in Joliet before pull-
ing out after the 2019
season. It tried to build
interest in the event in a
crowded sports market,
but the race struggled
with attendance.

After racing on a street
course in downtown Chi-
cago each of the previous

three years, NASCAR
decided to go back to Chi-
cagoland — eager to see
how the Next Gen cars
would do on the rough
and bumpy asphalt at the
facility. Rain on Friday
and Saturday caused
some parking issues, but
the racing was compel-
ling.

Led by Briscoe, Bell
and Hamlin, Toyota
accounted for seven of
the top 10 cars for the
first time in a Cup Series
race — continuing a
strong season for the
manufacturer.

“Yeah, Toyotas are
fast,” Bell said.

Driving a “Space Jam”-
themed car in honor of
the 30th anniversary of
the Looney Tunes movie,
Bubba Wallace was sixth
in his No. 23 Toyota
Camry. Wallace is part
of the 23XI Racing
team that is co-owned
by Michael Jordan, one
of the stars of the 1996
movie.

We' care like family!

We offer quality short-term and long-term care.

Glenflor

o Assisted Living
o Skilled Care
¢ Rehabilitation

Private Baths
Homelike Atmosphere

5701 Fayetteville Road, Lumberton NC 28360
910-739-2821

¢ Physical Therapy
¢ Occupational Therapy
* Speech Therapy

YRHCC

Your Health Care Guardian

www.rhcchealth.org

" HEALTH CENTERS |

Dr. AJ ROBINSON HEALTH CENTER
(910) 370-0815

* JULIAN T. PIERCE HEALTH CENTER

MAXTON MEDICAL CENTER
(910) 844-5253

* RED SPRINGS HEALTH CENTER
(910) 227-2850 | (910) 586-0030 Pharmacy

* SCOTLAND HEALTH CENTER
(910) 506-4682 | (910) 501-5127 Pharmacy

* SOUTH ROBESON MEDICAL CENTER
(910) 628-6711 | (910) 535-1003 Pharmacy

ST. PAULS HEALTH CENTER
(910) 241-3042

LUMBERTON HEALTH CENTER

* Locations with
Pharmacy Services

SR
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS %@)
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BEHAVIORAL HEALTH FACILITIES
* GRACE COURT

« CAMBRIDGE PLACE
« THE VILLAGE

* OUR HOUSE

« MEN’S RECOVERY HOME  (910) 738-5545

(910) 521-2816 | (910) 521-2878 Pharmacy () FAIRMONT FAMILY DENTAL
i;i? 210 South Walnut Street Fairmont,

(910) 739-1666 | (910) 674-3174 Pharmacy WIS Corporation Corporate Headquarters
60 Commerce Plaza Circle « Pembroke, NC 28372 Ph: (910)521-2900

(910) 618-9912
(919) 989-8114
(252) 752-5555
(910) 521-1464

NC 28340 Phone: 910-668-6534

RED SPRINGS WALK IN
Unexpected injuries and illnesses

302 Mt. Tabor Road Red Springs, NC 28377
Phone: (910)227-2850

Monday-Friday (10am-7pm)

Saturday and Sunday (10an-2pm)

Providing Mental Health & Substance Use
Disorder Services at all Health Centers.

“Your Health is our highest priority, let us be your Health Care Guardian”

To learn more about

https://www.rhcchealth.org/

Associated Press

ATLANTA — The
Atlanta Braves placed
left-hander Martin
Pérez on the 15-day
injured list on Monday
with a left forearm

four earned, in 4 1/3
innings. He has a 3.54
ERA in 18 games,
including 14 starts.
Right-hander
Carlos Carrasco
was designated for
assignment after

Braves send Pérez to
IL, designate Carrasco
for assignment

major league debut in
Monday’s game.

Atlanta also recalled
outfielder José
Azécar from Triple-A
Gwinnett. Outfielder
Eli White was placed
on paternity leave.

contusion. allowing five runs on Ritchie is 1-2 with
Pérez was hit by five hits in two innings  a 4.53 ERA in nine
Juan Soto’s line drive on Sunday. games, including seven
in Sunday’s 10-9 loss The Braves recalled starts, for Atlanta
to the New York Mets  right-hander JR Ritchie this season. He was
and left the game. from Triple-A Gwinnett optioned to Gwinnett
Afterward, Atlanta and called up right- on Sunday after he
manager Walt Weiss hander Owen Murphy, threw three scoreless
said X-rays were who has pitched for innings to earn his first
negative. Gwinnett and Double-A  save in Saturday night’s
Pérez (6-6) allowed Columbus this season.  14-3 win over New
six hits and five runs, Murphy made his York.
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LeBron’s free agency deasmn still up in the air

Tim Reynolds
AP Basketball Writer

MIAMI — All eyes in
the NBA are on LeBron
James, even amid a huge
cycle of changes around
the league.

Giannis Antetok-
ounmpo got traded to
Miami for Tyler Herro.
Jaylen Brown got traded
to Philadelphia for Paul
George. Kawhi Leonard
got traded back to Toron-
to, Ja Morant got traded
to Portland, LaMelo Ball
got traded to Minne-
sota and Dusty May left
NCAA champion Michi-
gan to coach Dallas.

There have been some
huge moves in the NBA
in the past few days. But
everybody, it seems, is
waiting for James —
again.

“He’s still the face of

the league,” James’ agent,

Klutch Sports CEO Rich
Paul said.

If there was any ques-
tion about whether the
league’s oldest active
player and NBA'’s all-time
points leader still moves
the needle, that’s been
answered.

Soccer’s World Cup is
going on, the wedding of
Taylor Swift and Travis

Kelce at Madison Square
Garden — the home of
the NBA champion New
York Knicks — is com-
manding global attention,
it’s a holiday weekend in
the U.S., and yet there’s
still all sorts of intrigue

surrounding where James

will decide to play next
season.

This much is certain:
James, who turns 42 in
December, will play a
24th season and it won’t
be for the Los Angeles
Lakers.

Officially, that’s the full
list of what is known.
Paul dropped some clues
on the “Game Over”
podcast that he shares
with Max Kellerman —
indicating by showing a
whiteboard filled with
scrawled-out possibilities
that James is looking at a
slew of teams, including
and probably not limited
to Philadelphia, Cleve-
land, Miami, Minnesota,
Denver, Golden State,
San Antonio, Dallas, Bos-
ton and New York.

“If the Knicks hadn’t
have won, there would
be no board,” Paul said
on the podcast. “He’d be
going to the Knicks.”

When does LeBron have to

Jessie Alcheh | AP Photo

Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James (23) dunks against the Phoenix Suns during an April 10 game in Los Angeles.

decide?

The decision can come
whenever he wants.

It can’t be announced
or commented upon by
a team before Monday
at 12:01 p.m. Eastern —
unless James signs for the
minimum salary, which in
his case would be about
$3.9 million.

Will he make his
announcement Saturday,
on July 4 amid a celebra-

TURN

Sell your old
Gold
jewelry for

CASH!

"Bob’s J ewel Shop

Where quality has made the differenc

since 1984

4280 FAYETTEVILLE ROAD, LUMBERTON, NC 28358

910-739-3431

tion of the nation’s 250th
birthday? Will he do it on
July 8, the 16th anniver-
sary of the famed “The
Decision” broadcast?

Nobody knows.
Nobody even knows if he
knows. And nobody also
knows if James intends
for 2026-27 to be his final
season.

“No one said this is
going to be his last year,”
Paul said. “Nobody said
that.”

That raises the possibil-

ity of a 25th season — a
quarter-century of LeB-
ron, when nobody else
in league history made it
past a 22nd season.

What is LeBron looking for?
It’s pretty clear that

money won't be a huge

factor here. James has

earned nearly $600 mil-
lion in gross salary on the
court in his first 23 sea-
sons, while his net worth
is generally believed to
exceed $1 billion.

Golf will matter. James
is an avid — perhaps
even rabid — golfer
now, and Minnesota,
Cleveland, Philadelphia,
Denver, New York and
Boston aren’t exactly
places known for great
golf offerings in January
and February. That said,
they all surely have great
indoor facilities. It won’t
be a deal-breaker.

He’ll want to play for
a team that can contend
for a title, not present
quality-of-life issues, and
appeals to his wife and
daughter. Every spot on
his list will be able to

make a good case on all
those fronts.

So, who is the front-runner?

The podcast had a
ton of news and a ton of
insight. Paul laid out how
James would fit into the
lineup of most of those
teams, how acquisitions
such as Philadelphia
acquiring Brown changes
dynamics, then talked
about some of the reasons
why James might be lean-
ing toward — or away
from — certain clubs.

But in the end, he
didn’t provide any real
hint.

“You can think whatev-
er you think,” Paul said.
“This is just my board.
You decide what you want
to think.”

And the wait continues.
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Our mission has always been to provide
compassionate, dependable, and high-quality
care - and we are excited to now support

individuals with mental health needs through
structured PSR Services.
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Home Care, LLC.
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and healing. \

We accept referrals
from individuals,
families, and provider
agencies.

OUR LOCATION CONTACT US TODAY!
325 East 4st

Lumberton, NC 28358 910.674.3057

Proudly SERVING
NORTH CAROLINA

ALLDW US TO BE YOUR FIRST CHGICE FOR
‘[E ltl Flﬁmﬂ:.'l.

I © MENTAL
HOME RE & MENITAL

Providing compassionate, dependable,
and high-quality mental health services
across the state.




