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Your Home Ty

For Education! Brirhesing
Cosmetology

Culinary Arts
Health Sciences
Dental Assisting
Utility Fundamentals
Artificial Intelligence
Business Technologies
CDL Truck Driving Academy
Law Enforcement Programs
Early Childhood Education
Workforce Solutions
Leadership Training
Electrical Lineman
University Transfer
Electrical Systems
Mechatronics

Welding

Main Line: (910) 272-3700 ,g‘;\t,[tery,
! [ ] [ ] ore.
Admissions: (910) 272-3342

Admissions@robeson.edu
www.robeson.edu IROBESON
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WEEK-LONG DAILY EVENT

9am / Museum of the Southeast American Indian / UNC Pembroke / Open Daily

operating hours.

vendor operating hours.

Off Contest/Sponsored by Mountaire Farms/LRDA Office Complex/Competition held daily during vendor

£
2026 Best of Lumbee Homecoming Competition/Sponsored by LRDA /LRDA Office Complex / Virtual voting competition held daily during

JUNE 19

IDAY

6:30pm / Senior Ms. Lumbee Pageant / Givens
Perfomring Arts Center / UNC Pembroke

JUNE 26
FRIDAY

9am / Museum of the Southeast American Indian/
Open Daily

8am Tee-Off / Homecoming Golf Classic / Scothurst
Golf Course/Lumber Bridge, NC

11am-10pm / Lumbee Homecoming Outdoor
Market/Open Daily / LRDA Office Complex

5:30pm-7pm /Business After Hours / Hosted by
Pembroke Chamber of Commerce /LRDA Office Complex

7pm /Lumbee Homecoming 575 Kick-Off Celebration /
LRDA and LTNC / LRDA Homecoming Field

9:30pm /Fireworks Sky Show/ Sponsored by the Town of
Pembroke

JUNE 27
SATURDAY

9am / Museum of the Southeast American Indian/
Open Daily

11am-10pm / Lumbee Homecoming Outdoor
Market/Open Daily / LRDA Office Complex

10am / Lumbee Games / Wrestling / UNC Pembroke
Auxiliary Gym

11:30am / Miss Lumbee Legacy Luncheon / Invitation
Only Event / UNC Pembroke Chancellors Residence

6pm /Lumbee Warriors Association Veterans Ball /
Southeastern Agricultural Center / Lumberton, NC

JUNE 28
SUNDAY

1pm-9pm / Lumbee Homecoming Outdoor
Market/Open Daily / LRDA Office Complex

2pm / Lumbee Ambassadors F: Il Tea/ |
ONLY Event / Berea Baptist Church / Pembroke, NC

6pm /Lumbee Homecoming Gospel Sing;w
Rock Church of God /2208 W Carthage ,

JUNE 29
MONDAY

11am-9pm / Lumbee Homecoming Outdoor Market/
Open Daily / LRDA Office Complex

Spm / Lumbee Games/ Swimming / UNC Pembroke
Aquatics Center

6:30pm /Little Miss & Junior Miss Lumbee Pageant /
Givens Performing Arts Center / UNC Pembroke

JUNE 30
TUESDAY

11am-9pm / Lumbee Homecoming Outdoor Market/
Open Daily / LRDA Office Complex

12pm / Lumbee Elders Luncheon/ Southeastern
Agricultural Center / Lumberton, NC

4pm-5:30pm / Who's Your People?

A Brief History of the Lumbee Tribe / Dr. Lawrence
Locklear / Museum of the Southeast American Indian -
Old Main / UNC Pembroke

6pm / State of the Tribe Address / Boys & Girls Club /
Lumbee Tribe of NC Office Complex

JULY 1
WEDNESDAY

11am-9pm / Lumbee Homecoming Outdoor
Market/Open Daily / LRDA Office Complex

JULY 2
THURSDAY

11am-11pm / Lumbee Homecoming Outdoor
Market/Open Daily / LRDA Office Complex

11am / Chef Pyet DeSpain Hernandez Native Foodways
Cooking Demonstration / Registration required /
Hosted by Pembroke Tourism Board

Spm / Lumbee Games / Pickleball & Tennis Doubles/
UNC Pembroke Tennis Courts

6:30pm / Dr. Helen Maynor Shcheirbeck Memorial
Lecture / Dr. Bryan McKinley Jones Brayboy / Museum
of the Southeast American Indian - Old Main / UNC
Pembroke

6:30pm / Teen Miss & Miss Pageant / Givens
Performing Arts Center / UNC Pembroke

OFFICIAL'SPONSOR OF LUMBEE| GMECOMING SINCE 1968

ibject to changes and updates.

: .org/Ievents for the most current schedule updates.

RS- 1

JULY 3
FRIDAY

9am / Lumbee Games / 3-on-3 Basketball / UNC
Pembroke Auxiliary Gym

11am-11pm / Lumbee Homecoming Outdoor
Market/Open Daily / LRDA Office Complex

12pm / 2" Annual Chicken Cook-off Winners
Announced / Sponsored by Mountaire Farms

1pm / 2026 Best of Lumbee Homecoming Awards
announced / Sponsored by LRDA

6pm / Summer Jam Concert / Milton Hunt Memorial
Park / Sponsored by the Town of Pembroke

JULY 4
SATURDAY

6:30am / 5K Run-Walk/Southeastern Fitness
Center / Sponsored by Kiwanis Club of Pembroke

9am-9:30pm/ Lumbee Homecoming 575 Carnival
Extravaganza / LRDA Office Complex Field /
Sponsored by LRDA and the Lumbee Tribe of NC

10am / Lumbee Homecoming Parade / West Third
Street / Pembroke

11am-11pm / Lumbee Homecoming Outdoor
Market/Open Daily / LRDA Office Complex

11am / 2026 Lumbee Ambassador Reception (Open
to the public)/ American Indian Heritage Center /
UNC Pembroke - Old Main

11am / Vintage Car Show / UNC Pembroke Annex
Building Parking Lot / Coordinated by the
Crossroad Cruisers for Christ

1pm-3pm / Native Strong Coalition Powwow /UNC
Pembroke Quad Area

1:30pm - 6pm /Audio & Bike Show / Coordinated
by 910 Bagger Boyz /UNC Pembroke Thomas School
of Business Parking Lot

2pm /All Veteran Parachute Team Sky Show/Behind
LRDA Office Complex

6pm-9pm /Annual Outdoor Gospel Sing / LRDA
Office Complex

7pm - Season Premiere of Lumbee Historical Drama,
Strike at the Wind / LTNC Cultural Center
Amphitheater

TBD / Lumbee Film Festival / Moore Hall / UNC
Pembroke

N (i

110 DOUNAALIES. .
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COME AS YOU ARE
AND
LEAVE WITH GOD’S BLESSINGS!

WORSHIP WITH US

9:00 & 10.30 A.M.

2610 E. 5t" Street, Lumberton

www.KingdomPlace.net
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-Cultural sensitivity training
-Youth and young adult crisis support

Making Robeson & Scotland Counties
better places to live and thrive...

One conversation at a time!

LetsTalk-NC.org ﬁ;’;ﬁj

2026 57TH ANNUAL LUMBEE CELEBRATION




FORIY SENAW AL
WEL G@ME HONIE:

" PAIDIFOR AND'APPROVED BY THEJCONIVIIVLEEMROVEPECT DANNY BRITT
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i SOUTHEASTERN
L . VETERINARY
% HOSPITAL, PA

CURTIS LOCKLEAR JR. D.V.M. | TIMOTHY STAUDT, D.V.M. | DARCIE MEIMAN, D.V.M

1720 NC Hwy 211 WEST, LUMBERTON, NC 28360 + 910-739-941 1
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Chris Stiles | The Robesonian
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Wel-ce to
ROBESON COUNTY

We invite you to explore out beautiful county
and experience tfrue southern hospitality!

Davide Edge
Chairman,
District 6

Faline Dial
Board Vice Chair
District 4

Wixie Stephens Pouline Campbell  Judy Sampson Lance Herndon
District 1 District 2 District 5 District 8

Tom Taylor
District 7

John Cummings
District 3
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Chris Stiles | The Robesonian

The Deal Family waves to passersby while
performing during the Lumbee Tribe’s
Federal Recognition Celebration May 16
in Pembroke.

2026

 OF LUMEBERTON

ACEFFT-EFIFT o=

www.Yamahaoflumherton.com

rwa T:910-738-1454
F: 910-738-2446
YamahaofLumberton@yahoo.com

YAMAHA OF LUMBERTON
4401 Fayetteville Rd., Lumberton, NC 28358

4 e b

: 3

LRI

Hoop dancer Eric Hernandez
performs during the Lumbee Tribe’s
Federal Recognition Celebration
May 16 in Pembroke.

Joshua Jones - Owner
Lumbee Family Owned

910.522.1732

963 Prospect Rd.,
Pembroke, NC

SERVING THE AREA FOR 26 YEARS
CALL FOR HOURS
CUSTOM ORDERS AVAILABLE

57TH ANNUAL LUMBEE CELEBRATION 9



IBE CELEBRATES

Thousands gather to commemorate

Chris Stiles
The Robesonian

PEMBROKE — The Lumbee Tiibés
event commemorating its federal
recognition may have physically
been within the campus of UNC
Pembroke on May 16. But the
celebration, in a way, stretched
nationwide.

Members of the tribe and its allies
traveled to Pembroke from as far
away as Washington state as several
thousand enjoyed music, food,
a powwow, a drone light show
and more during the day-long
celebration.

10

“We came down for this today, because
in the history of the tribe, this is historic,
this is as big as it gets” said Ed Sturkey,
a member of the Lumbee Tribe
who lives in Akron, Ohio. “The fact
that the federal government finally did
right by the Lumbee is huge. ... This
finally coming full cirdle, 5 a great day.
My mother$ long gone to heaven, but
as an homage to het, my aunts that
were all Lumbee — it has a lot more
meaning to me than what it started out
to be. I enrolled in the tribe and ifs my
intention that itll be a big part of my life
moving forward, my childrens lives, my
siblings’ lives” While Sturkey spent
the day making new friends within
the community of his heritage,

others said the celebration provided
an opportunity to reconnect with
old friends, comparing the event to
Lumbee Homecoming. ‘Tve really
enjoyed being able to socialize and
seeing people I havent seen in a while,
Sellowshipping” said Mary Locklear, of
Pembroke. ‘% almost like the Fourth
of

“(15) commumity” said Sharkell Swett,
of Pembroke, who wore a t-shirt
that said “TLumbee Idian” and had
just purchased a leopard-print ‘575"
t-shirt from the Tribés merchandise
truck. “Seeing people I havent seen in a
longtime, andjust lookingat everybodys
face knowing that now; celebrating that

57TH ANNUAL LUMBEE CELEBRATION

looking at the smiles on their faces”

Five months after the tribe’s federal
recognition was signed into law on
Dec. 18, 2025, the event reinforced
the joyous reaction felt by many in
tribal territory and beyond.

‘I been years of sacrifice from our
ancestors, said Mary Locklear, who
livestreamed much of the events
core program at home before
coming to campus later in the day: 7
feellike were standing on their shoulders.
Is a joy, and 5 something that my
children and grandchildren can now
look to, can look forward. ... 1 think ifs
going to provide a lot of opportunities for

2026



Lumbee Jadyn Herndgr; and J mr/’ '
" Lumbee Kyndall Locklear n_lgf‘[;?h, n
# during the Lumbee Tribe’ Fe
Celebration May 16 in Pembr

.}

FEDERAL RECOGNIT

culmination of Lumbee Tribe’s quest

our people, education, health; I think i
opened awhole lot of doors”

“Tt means maybe we can get some help
with education for our young people,
and medical help for our elders, things
like that is what Im hoping to get out
of this” said Kevin Locklear, who
arrived at UNCP around 8:30
am. and stayed past sunset. “The
Jellowship (is great); everybody coming
along, coming around, talking, seeing
Jamilies and people that we haverit seen
in a long time coming around, getting to
meet old friends”

Sturkey enrolled in the Lumbee
Tribe in 2023 after researching
his family history and “verifying

2026

those stories were true”; his origin
in the tribe dates back to his great-
grandparents. He and his wife,
Daphne, traveled from Ohio to
attend Saturday’s celebration.

“All of the peaple here have been so kind
and so welcoming and just embracing
us” Daphne Sturkey said. “Even when
he was in the first part of the enrollment,
they said ‘welcome home. He was super
emotional”

The Christian couple said they
enjoyed the gospel music that was
part of the celebration, and have
discovered how faith-driven the
Lumbee culture is. “The gospel

singing, we thoroughly enjoyed,
and that intermixed with the
powwow, ifs just always from a
heritage standpoint, really moving” Ed
Sturkey said. T enjoyed those things,
and a collard green sandwich””

The events core program featured
remarks from five sitting members
of US. Congress, other federal and
state officials, representatives
from ally tribes and members
of tribal leadership.

While the program was the
centerpiece of the early afternoon,
a powwow was held in the late
afternoon hours. Colorful regalia

57TH ANNUAL LUMBEE CELEBRATION

filled the arena as numerous
individuals danced, played drum
songs and chanted as the celebration
continued.

Once the sun set over Pembroke,
the day concluded with a drone
light show; with custom designs that
included “Lumbee Tribe] “The Era of
575, and an image of Henry Berry
Lowrie, among others.

Editor Chris Stiles can be reached at
910-416-5847 or by email at cstiles@
robesonian.com.
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Your Child’s
Doctor Shares
Your Goal:
A Healthy
Future.

Doctors recommend vaccines
because they protect what matters
most— your child’s health.

Have questions?
Start a conversation with a trusted
provider today about how to protect

your family and community.

Stock photo. Posed by model. For illustrative purposes only.

Visit VaccinesForKids.nc.gov to learn more.

57TH ANNUAL LUMBEE CELEBRATION
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' HUMAN SERVICES




SO

- PROUDLY SUPPORTS

Homecommg of the

PERSONAL CARE SERVICES
Medicaid covers nursing aidé'ge_r\/ices in the home of clients whoneed  Charles ¢ Norma
assistance with personal care and activities of daily living. We also Graham, Owners

accept private insurance and private pay.
Personal care is provided by a skilled team of professionals (Nursing
Assistants, and Registered Nurses).

Short and long term services are provided by
professional staff who are:

Screened

Criminal Background Checks
Supervised by Registered Nurses

Clinical Staff Available
24 Hours a day, 7 days a week

OUR SERVICES
« PERSONAL CARE ( ; mﬁ“”izlﬁ c;)mz Cane

« MEDICAL SUPPLIES

« MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 4820 Fayettevi”e Rd
e UNIFORMS AND ACCESSORIES :

« DIABETIC SHOES Lumberton, NC
« NON-MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION (910) 608-0430

2026 57TH ANNUAL LUMBEE CELEBRATION 13



Welcome Home Welcome Home

L UMBEES!

Celebrating 57 Years

7ZAROLINA

ACUTE CARE & WELLNESS CENTER, PA.

Primary Care - Urgent Care — Weight Loss - Aesthetics
Certified Hormone Replacement Center — Immunotherapy

2601 North EIm Street
Lumberton, NC 28358

(910)236'2200 Pembrokeyvl\}llc 28372

WWW.CAROLINAACUTECARE.COM (910) 521-3406

%= Proundly Supports the ==

2026
57TH

HOMECOMING!

A Historical Year. A Proud Celebration
Q-

We are honored to celebrate thi | Geﬂe@tatmg
afda;it:ﬁé’;za:mih;azﬁ;gzzﬁﬁfg: RECOCNITION 1575

as we recognize their federal recognition 7,

ONE ONE number 575 - a symbol of strength, 575 1S MORE THAN A NUMBER

identity, and an enduring legacy. -
PEOPLE. HERITAGE. | FUTURE. ) It represents federal recognition,
to the Lumbee Tribe and

We car’t wait to see evenyone heritage, and generations of
at the 2026 57« Fbamecoming! Lumbee pride.
W %‘0 our entire community for | * ge&
your continued support. Z%&k&
Pl E R 41 S EA Fo 0 D i, ‘ 2411E. ELIZABETHTOWN ROAD = LUMBERTON, NC 28358 (910) 738-0411
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SERVING OUR COMMUNITY
GELEBRATING"UUR CULTURE




WELCOME TO &

the 57"
Homecoming i

BRIRD'S ©

Animal Hospital e

Dr. Michael Deese & Dr. Austin M. Deese
910'739'4998 ......

CELEE

(L L]

(ELLLL

Veterinary Clinic

Fairmont, NC | 910-628-7178 | Aekedalele

2026

57TH ANNUAL LUMBEE CELEBRATION 15



& | We Proudly
: S“ “ :ﬂ 0 Nortlsle;(VSeouth

Carolina

KWIK SHOPS

FOR YOUR FARM, HOME OR BUSINESS

OLIVER’S
OIL COMPANY

“The Petroleum People”

1811 E. 5th Street, Lumberton, NC 28358
Phone: (910) 738-1401 « FAX: (910) 738-5378
Email: corporate@oliversoilcompany.com

Chris Oliver

President
Serving you since 1979.

Lu Mi]

— VINEYARD ==

".Gift Shop Open Daily
-Cabin Rentals & Event Venues

-Annual Festival of Lights

910-866-5819
www.lumilvineyard.com

‘Welcome Home
LUMBEES!

Celebrating 57 years!

Bob’s Jewel Shop

Where quality has made the difference since 1984

4280 Fayetteville Road
Lumberton 910.739.3431
Hours: Mon-Fri 10-5

www.bobsjewelers.com

WELCOME HOME

Josh Jackson, CFP*®
Financial Advisor
4246 Fayetteville Rd

- Lumberton, NC 28458
'\ Bus: 910-738-5053

What'’s Important To You...
Is What’s Important To Us!

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

16 57TH ANNUAL LUMBEE CELEBRATION 2026



y

Contestant 1 Contestant 2 Contestant 3

Parents: Jody and Kelli Bullard  Parents: Willie and Brittany Dial Parents: Devan and
Sponsors: Mc Neill-Legacy & Legacy Sponsors: Marty’s Automotive & Brandi Flanagan
Funeral Home, Scott’s Tire Pros & Wrecker Service, Sponsors: Two Hawk , East Coast
Service Center, Salty Sage Driven Contractors, Scott’s Tire Welders, Elevate Dance Academy,
Excursions, Phoenix Strategic Pros & Service Center, C.O.Y.S Friends and Family,
Advisors LLC, Papa Bills, Metahealth, Lumberton Hyundai

Healing Hands Family Practice,
Family & Friends

Contestant 4

Parents: Russell and Lisa Hunt
Sponsors: Mom, Dad, Camden &
Aditson, Tobacco Row Offerings

(Constance Williams & Family), Reliance
LabTesting Solutions, LLC (Angela
Bears), L&L Pageants and Rentals,

Mayor Papa Allen and Grandma
Yvonne, Native Veteran's Enterprise
(Robert and Derena Chavis) Pine Skies
Co. (Crystal and Ciena Fedor),
Herndon Family

Contestant 5 Contestant 6 Contestant 7
Parents: Nicholas and Parents: Russell and Lisa Hunt Parents: Jared Morgan and
Katlynn Locklear Sponsors: Cynthia Oxendine, Marcus Talesha Dismukes
Sponsors: PineLodge Singers, Sliver Jacobs, Jenny Barton, Faline Dial, Sponsors: EOS Botanica, Jeff's Tires
Springs Trading, Faline Dial County Robeson County Commissioner, and Brakes, Adrian Kyle Locklear
Commissioner, Family and friends, Dr. Christopher Locklear, Parents LUMS LLC, Precision Health, Kind
Hunts Tax Services, Mom and Dad, Care Home Care, Mclver Develop-
Darkfeather and Jeff Hunt, Oxendine ment, Blackbird Design, SJ detailing

Capital Investments LLC

2026 57TH ANNUAL LUMBEE CELEBRATION

Contestant 8

Parents: Harley and Kasey Jones
Sponsors: HDJ Consulting, HDJ
Tax Services, M&M Drywall - Papa
Michael & Nana Kim, Aunt Haley,
Aunt Riley, Family & Friends

17



IS/ niorIMISSTIContes lant s T

\
Contestant 1 Contestant 2
Ryann Emilee Hawks Harper Addison Bell
Parents: Samuel Ryann Hawks and Jadell Dial Parents: Ricardo Allander Bell and Alicia Lowery Bell
Sponsors: Oxendine Interior Trim, Isaac Dial, Sponsors: Ms. Shelia Cummings-Cummings Aerospace, Jerry
LongWhisker Collective, MaDukes Sweets & Treats, & Mary Brayboy- Brayboy Enterprise, Mr.Johnny Hunt, Cyna’s
A Different Direction Home Care, LLC, Beaded Jewerly, Preacher Andrew Smith, Terry Pate Mobile Home Sales,
By The Minute, Family & Friends Mr. Lacey Cummings, Family & Friends

Contestant 3 Contestant 4
Verah Anelise Marion Brewington Moriah Fatih Jones
Parents: Brian Edward Brewingtonand Parents: David English Jones and Morgan Hunt Jones
Katrina Locklear Brewington Sponsors: Mom & Dad, Papa Johnny & “Ma” Demetrius Locklear
Sponsors: Mom and Dad, Speechfundamentals, PLLC, 1st Choice Hunt, Papa Randall & Mimi Diane Jones,

Insurance & Realty, The Willo Day Spa, Mission Foot and Ankle, LLC
Grandparents: Bernice and Marion Locklear,
Tony and Peggy Brewington

1st Choice Insurance, Fuller's BBQ,
Alexis Lowry —“Challenge Your Challenges”

18 57TH ANNUAL LUMBEE CELEBRATION 2026



Contestant 1 Contestant 2 Contestant 3

Deelayna Watkins Jaylee Lynn Bass Braeleigh Hunt
Parents: Micah Watkins and Parent: Ferrain Bass Parents: Amber Hunt and Scotty Chavis
Demetrice Watkins Sponsors: Revels Barbecue of NC, Mr Buddy and Sponsors: Grandma Loronda Mcneill, Jw & Resa
Sponsors: Baird's Animal Hospital, Mr. James Deanna Stephens, Bass Builders, Strickland In- Hammonds, B&G Tires, Dr. Rebekah Revels Lowry,
H.and Mrs. Hazel, Collins, Mr. Robert and Mrs. surance & Financial Group, Native Angels Home Jonathan Brewington, Cottonwood

Lanette Locklear, Pembroke Optometric Clinic,

Purvear Tank Lines.Island Grove Bantist Church Care Agency, Vicki L Locklear Register of Deeds, Pre-Elementary, Pier 41 Seafood,
Famrﬁ . Grandpareﬁts: Mrs. Janice Jcl?nes and the Up Up & Away Florist & Event Planning Beth & Ronnie Hunt
late Mr. Guy Jones and Mr. Billy and Mrs. Linda The Alternative Pet Store

Watkins, Northern Lumbee Creations,
Ms. Sheana Morgan

Contestant 4 Contestant 5 Contestant 6
Avaeh Jacobs Arista Lowery Charla Locklear
Parents: William Jacobs and Cathy Bell Parent: Glenda Lowery Parents: Charles Nakoa Locklear
Sponsors: Jacob Coppedge-The Barndo Co, Lock Sponsors: Baird's Caring Touch Home and and Natalya Locklear
& Co. Integrated Clinical Services, Just Dance Studios, Behavioral Health Care, Mr. Jerry D. Cummings, SFponsors: lg\laga l#rsu(lja’\z;‘ndjthg latf Pak|c|>a W‘f\}ﬁot‘
; i Soul Sisters & Co., Dr. Christina Dial, reeman, Dr. Curt anad Mrs. Janice Locklear, Mimi
s Magne y ) Al y Deddy Nakoa and Emily Locklear, Goins Family/
College High School Staff, Family and Friends Cousins, Touch of Healing Hands Home Care,

LLC, Christina Oxendine, Robin Oxendine, Sherry
Hammonds and Tender Hearts Homecare
2026 57TH ANNUAL LUMBEE CELEBRATION 19



Contestant 1
Anna Grace Hunt

Parents: Scot Hunt and Kimberly Hunt
Sponsors: Agape Medical Services PLLC
Behavioral Health, Continuum Health
Providers - Dr. Paul Brar, CQue Food Vending,
Elohim Mental Health Services, Corbin &
Misha Eddings, Marty’s Towing,
Family & Friends

Contestant 3

Kaitlynn Chavis

Parents: Adam Chavis and
Kimberly Chavis
Sponsors: Scott Family Lawn Care, Faline
Locklear-Dial, RudyT. Locklear, Bullard's
Pressure Washing, Family & Friends

Contestant 2
Ariel Locklear

Parents: Jonathan Locklear and

Alisha Locklear

Sponsors: Candice Revels, Miss Lumbee

2014-2015, M-R Electric & Security Alarms, Inc,,
Original Peoples LLC, Judge Greg Bell,
Jody Cummings and Family
North Carolina Insurance Services,
Wixie Stephens Insurance and Bailbonding,

Betsy Cummings

Contestant 4
Niyah Locklear

Parents: Garrick Locklear and Kimberly Hunt
Sponsors: Emerging Technology Institute (ETI),
Dorsey’s Landscaping, Jordan Sampson-Farm
Bureau, Innovative Insurance Services, Dr.David
Burns, DDS,, Hope Health Family Practice, Thrive
Wellness, Speech N Progress, Inc.

Contestant 6
Elizabeth Laney

Parents: Bryan Laney and Brigitte Laney
Sponsors: Carolina Hearts Home Care, Eagle
Feather Inc, Affinity Health & Wellness, Caring
Touch Home Care LLC, Dream Furnishings &
Electronics, Thomas Supply, Parents: Bryan &
Brigitte Laney, and Grandparents: Rose Jacobs,
Gary & Chris Laney.

Contestant 5
Kaylee Chavis

Parents: Tedrick Chavis and Karen Chavis
Sponsors: Tedrick and Karen Chavis, Leavira
Chavis,Ralph and Shirl Bolin, Dorenda Locklear,
Margaret Canady, PR. and Sue Bullard, Thee She
Shed, Rogers Screen Printing & Embroidery

20 57TH ANNUAL LUMBEE CELEBRATION 2026



SHERIFF BURNIS WILKINS

PAY

|/

VAR '
== .

*FULLER'S

OLD FASHIONED BB(
Servmg Roheson County Since 1986

PEMBROK EXIT 17

DAILY LUNCH - SEAFOOD CATERING AVAILABLE
910-484-5109 Fayetteville
910-867-3002 Fayetteville

910-521-4667 Pembroke

2 Burm" e #1 cn’umﬁa
LA AN UY‘\“\V &
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GAME PLAN

for better

,,,,,,,,

Upgrade your internet
with Gigabit Speeds
& Premium Wi-Fi!

“:CUS 8334672819

BRO ADRA ND focusbroadband.com

‘a0

“\ll,
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Health & Wellness

We offer wellness services to include weight loss management with pharmaceutical
grade supplements fo include Diucaps (a safe and allnatural alternative fo Phenter-
mine], lipo bum tablets. If appropriate, we prescribe Phentermine & Wellbutrin for
shorterm weight management, in addition fo weekly GLP-1 Semaglutide and
Tirzepatide injections or oral drops for appetite reduction. Wellness Intramuscular
injections offered include: lipo-Stat+B12, lipoMono-C, NAD+, Glutathione, Biotin &

Triimmune booster injections. We offer oral B12, NAD+ and Clufathione foo!

¢ Hormone Replacement Therapy (HRT)
We offer hormone replacement therapy with EvexiPEL; these bioidentical hormone

® pellets provide a steady consistent release of these hormones within the body over a
course of 3-4 months for women and 5-6 months for men.

olden 4928 Kahn Dr. Whitnee [ Rob %8

Lumberton) NC Phone Number: 910-370-0067

Fax Number: 910-370-0022
whithee@newmoonhealthandwellness.org
9 1 0- 71 -4882 4850 Fayetteville Road, Suite C

Lumberton, NC 28358

www.newmoonhealthandwellness.org

Proud to serve the

Lumbee Community () Advanced
\/ Primary Care

We're proud to support the Lumbee community Whiteville Leland

and celebrate the traditions th?t bring families 619 Jefferson St. 509 Olde Waterford Way
together each year. From routine checkups to 910-642-0331 910-641-8640
specialized care, our team is here to provide

trusted healthcare close to home—for every

generation. ° Advanced Pediatrics
Y/ & Family Care
:.:.: Schedule your check-up today at 36 McNeill Plaza, Whiteville, NC
=sss] alocation convenient to you. 910-641-8660

Appointments Available - Accepting New Patients

2026 57TH ANNUAL LUMBEE CELEBRATION 23



BETTY ANN
LOCKLEAR
BREWINGTON

[lw Izu.

AMANDA JACOBS

MARY ELIZABETH
ROBERTS

BALLARD

LEE PAM

JULIE LOCKLEAR
OXENDINE

S

OXENDINE ODOM

SCARLET ANN
THOMAS

LOTTIE LOWERY
LOCKLEAR

Givens Performing Arts Center | UNC Pembroke | gpac@uncp.edu

Celebrating the Lumbee’s past, present and future

From the Chairman

John Lowery
Lumbee Tribal Chairman

Over the past several months, we have
witnessed one of the most historic and
transformative moments in the history
of the Lumbee people. Achieving full
federal recognition is more than a
legislative victory; it is the fulfillment of
generations of perseverance, resilience
and unwavering belief in who we are

24

as a people. This moment belongs to
every Lumbee ancestor who fought to
preserve our identity; every leader who
carried our story to Washington, and
every tribal citizen who never stopped
believing that our time would come.

For decades, the Lumbee Tribe has
continued to move forward despite
barriers and challenges that no tribe
shouldhavehad toendure. Yet throughit
all, our people remained strong, We built
communities, educated our children,
served our country; strengthened our
churches, and protected our culture.
Today; federal recognition validates what
we have always known: the Lumbee
People are a proud and sovereign tribal
nation with a rich history and a bright
future.

As we enter this new chapter, we are

stepping into an era of prosperity and
possibility for the Lumbee People.
Federal recognition opens doors to new
opportunities in healthcare, housing,
education, infrastructure, economic
development and cultural preservation.
It allows us to expand services for our
elders, create stronger opportunities
for our youth, and continue building a
future where Lumbee families can thrive
for generations to come.

This special Lumbee Homecoming
edition highlights the progress across
our tribal government and community.
From strengthening programs and
partnerships to preparing for long term
economic growth and development, we
are focused on building a stronger future
together. We are committed to ensuring
that the benefits of federal recognition
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reach every Lumbee citizen and every
community we serve.

As we move forward, we must remain
united in purpose and proud of our
heritage. Our ancestors prayed for this
day, and now it is our responsibility to
honor their sacrifices by continuing to
grow; lead and invest in our people. The
future of the Lumbee Tribe is brighter
than ever before, and together, we will
continue making history.

Thank you for your continued support,
your prayers, and your beliefin our tribal
nation. I look forward to all that we will
accomplish together in this new chapter
for the Lumbee people.

John Lowery is the seventh chairman

of the Lumbee Tribe, serving in the
position since 2022.
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No matter
your struggle,
you are not
alone.

SUICIDE & CRISIS
LIFELINE

Call, text or chat
988 — anytime.
988lifeline.org

NC Department of Health and Human Services « NCDHHS.gov 7 ?” NC DEPARTMENT OF
EALTH AND

NCDHHS is an equal opportunity employer and provider. = 06/2026 e &k H
Stock photo. Posed by model. For illustrative purposes only. il HUMAN SERVICES
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WELCOME HOME

LUMBEES

916 UNION CHAPEL RD | PEMBROKE, NC 28372

910-521-4149 | 910-521-2020

26 57TH ANNUAL LUMBEE CELEBRATION 2026



T&T Liquidators & Auction Co.

2403 NC Hwy 211 West Lumberton, NC

Gerald or John-Paul Deaver ¢ info@t-tliquidators.com
\Nesu\\\‘““:_‘m‘_ Local: 910-608-4005 voaeT

NC Broker

© - .
Tnelumbe www.t-tliquidators.com Lich211563
LIQUIDATIONS! AUCTIONS! APPRAISALS!

BANKRUPTCIES ¢ BUSINESSES ¢ MANUFACTURERS
IRS SEIZURE * ESTATES * DIVORCE

T&T Liquidators has over 35 years experience working with
business owners, corporations, banks, attorneys, and the IRS
offering liquidation, auction, and appraisal services. We pro-
vide on site and internet services along with removal services.
With an 80,000 square foot warehouse in Lumberton, NC, we
have the ability to move, store, and sell your assets. We pro-
..-xﬁ vide services throughout all of the Southeast United States.
Call today for the opportunity for us to serve you!

FACTORY OUTLET OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

We service home and mdustrlal sewmg machlnes Thank you for your busmess

OFFICE FURNITURE Quilt Batting * Interfacing
Chairs ° Desks ° File Cabinets Foam

Industrial Sewing Machines Lace, Buttons, Thread All types of Fabrics,
Vinyls and Upholstery

Most fabrics are $3 or less, with some by the roll for $1 a yard
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At UNCP, your future starts with
possibility and the freedom to
shape it.

Explore 150+ degree pathways
across the health sciences,
business, education, the arts and
more — or follow a clear path
toward what's next, including
pre-professional pathways for
careers in medicine, dentistry,
veterinary science and beyond.
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Here, strong academics,
dedicated faculty and hands-on
experiences connect learning to
real-world outcomes.

You'll be supported by a
~ community that invests in your
- success — all at a top-ranked
value that puts your future within
reach.

At UNCP, this is more than a
university. This is where your
future takes shape.

"%  TOP15PUBLIC

"% SCHOOLINTHE SOUTH
. by U.S. News & World Report

UNC

PEMBROKE

'EE‘

- uncp.edu
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REVELS FUNERAL HOME
Ofernbicke

407 BREECE STREET
PEMBROKE, NC 29372
(910) 521-4298

Lumbeilor

3575 N. ROBERTS AVE.
LUMBERTON, NC 28360
(910) 671-6886

PROUD TO BE LUMBEE

present, ard fuliee with tiaddlicn and eae

H\ & A LUMBEE FOUNDED AND OPERATED
- == ORGANIZATION SINCE 1956
FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT: REVELSFH.COM
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[FARM AND FAMILY CENTER]

We sell a variety of animal and garden
products, including animal medications and
feed, hay, garden seeds, plants and more!
4530 NC Hwy 211 East
Lumberton, NC 28358 ¢ 910-738-7392

WELCOME HOME

COTTONWOOD
PRE-ELEMENTARY

505 Cottonwood St
Lumberton, NC 28358
910-618-1300
6 Weeks - 12 Years Old
Free Preschool For Eligible Children.

Before/After School Care
www.Cottonwood-weefarm.com

Wee Farm
Learning Genter

4530 NC Hwy 211 E
Lumberton, NC 28358
910-738-6070

Hablamos Espaiiol
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= PIZZA =

41 SOUTH/ 501 N. WALNUT
STREET « FAIRMONT
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DIGNITARIES CELEBRATE

ALONGSIDE LU

<

MBEE

Elected officials, representatives of other tribes among those
at recognition celebration event

&&ﬁmﬂlﬂm Tillis¥leftipresents Lumbee Tribal, Chalrman John wery rightiwith(the'roll callvote talljn

(the/National DefenselAuthorizationActawhichincludedthe LumbeelFairness/Actlon|Decy172202 5 during tI;'eﬁbmbee Tribe's F

CelebrationMay16 inPembroke.

ChrisStiles||The Robesonian

Chris Stiles
The Robesonian

PEMBROKE — As the Lumbee
Tribe celebrated its full federal
recognition with a day-long event
at UNC Pembroke on May 16,
numerous dignitaries were present to
mark the occasion. The events core
program featured remarks from five
sitting members of US. Congress,
other federal and state officials,
representatives from ally tribes and
members of tribal leadership.

“We dorit know all of our ancestors who
worked to get us here. But you know
what? Were thankful for them, because
they worked to make sure that we got
here]” Tribal Chairman John Lowery
said. “We had God on our side, we had
right on our side and we had justice on
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our side, and eventually we overcame
all of (the opposition)”

US. Sen. Thom Tillis, who represents
North Carolina and was a major
contributor to recognition passing
the Senate, presented a frame to the
Tribe which includes the document
tallying the roll-call vote in the
Senate on Dec. 17, 2025, along with
a hand-written card with the result
of the vote that Tillis read on the
Senate floor;, and two photos from
that day.

The Tribe, in turn, presented Tillis
with a blanked handcrafted by a
Lumbee artisan as an appreciation
for his role in securing federal
recognition.

Tillis gave remarks in which he said
his only expectation of the Tribe in

theSenate’s espassag e of.

its new era of recognition is to make
him proud.

“Make me proud by making sure you
reach behind and you bring forth every
tribe that deserves the same respect that
you now have” Tillis said. “Make me
proud by creating a story here that’
unlike anyone thats ever followed
recognition, one that provides economic
opportunities unlike anything children
born in this Lumbee Nation have ever
been able to experience before. Make
me proud by continuing to serve in
the military at disproportionately high
numbers because you're great patrios.
And at the end of the day, make me
proud by being sure that you care for
the least among you.”

As Tillis, who is not running for
reelection this year, sees his term
come to an end at the end of the
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year, his documents relating to the
Lumbee Fairness Act and federal
recognition will be housed in the
Jacobson Special Collections Room
at UNCP’s Livermore Library.

Others from North Carolinas
congressional delegation, including
US. Sen. Ted Budd and U.S. Reps.
Mark Harris, David Rouzer and
Tim Moore, also spoke during
Saturday’s program, in addition to a
video message from Donald Trump
Jr. Harris, whose district includes
much of Robeson County including
tribal headquarters in Pembroke,
said that recognition remained a
“focus” each time he visited Robeson
County while campaigning or in
office.

“You know better than anybody, it5
been through setbacks, through delays,
through years of being told to wait —
you never gave up. Your elders kept
the dream alive. Your families kept
the faith. Your leaders kept pushing.
And through it all, the Lumbee Tribe
never lost sight of what this day would
be” Harris said. “Today we celebrate
a victory that was carried across
generations. Most importantly, this
recognition affirms what the Lumbee
people have always known: your story
matters. Your culture matters. Your
contributions to North Carolina and
to the United States of America matter”

Representatives from the Shinnecock,
Caddo and Catawba tribes also spoke,
as each showed solidarity with the
Lumbee and excitement that its federal
recognition became reality.

Bobby Gonzalez, the chairman of
Caddo Nation, revealed that as his tribe
has been doing research to document
histories within some family cemeteries
in its territory in Oklahoma, it found an
unexpected Lumbee connection in an
Exendine Cemetery.

“We never knew where that name
came from until we started talking to
Ms. Nancy (Strickland Chavis) and
the Lumbee” Gonzalez said. ‘T found
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Chris Stiles | The Robesonian

out there was a Lumbee that went
to (school) and played football with
Jim Thorpe ... and the Exendine that
played was actually an Oxendine,
and that Oxendine was actually a
Lumbee who actually went to school
with our people. We found out that
whole Exendine family comes from
the Lumbee?” State officials, including
Lumbee member Pam Brewington
Cashwell, state secretary of natural
and cultural resources, also gave
remarks, and Cashwell read a letter
from Gov. Josh Stein. Federal officials
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Larry Townsend speaks during the
Lumbee Tribe’s Federal Recognition
Celebration May 16 in Pembroke.

e ey
SenjonMiss Lumbe Wer lyllockleariGhavis;
“performs the z: jonalanthemduring
’fFederaI Recognltlon

from the US. Bureau of Indian Affairs,
induding Jarrod Lowery, a former
state representative for Robeson
County and the brother of Tribal
Chairman John Lowery, also spoke.

The Tribe also reco several
notable  individuals, with  tribal
resolutions honoring Arlinda Locklear,
Aaron Thomas and Jarette Sampson,
among other recognitions. ‘T want
to remind us that the Lumbee people
did not become a tribe when the
federal  government recognized us,

.

Arlinda Locklear, nght wavesito thelcrowdas's
AlexiBakerleft. durmg thellumbeelTribes; FederaI/Recognltlon (elebratlon May16lin Pembroke

Tribal Speaker Alex Baker said. “Fecleral
recognition did not create who we are;
it acknowledged what weve always
known. We have always been an
Indian people, and weve always had
leadership, order, responsibility and self-

governance among us.”

The last word  belonged to Larry
Townsend, a former member of
Tribal Council and longtime Lumbee
advocate. “If you'e not at the table,
youre on the menw” Townsend said.
“Thats where weve been, folks. We
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jhonoredwitha rgesolutlon G Speaker,

URFUTURE, 0u voI
‘vorm;

DEMAND BETTER!

have opportunity now due to the
work of Sen. Tillis and others, and our
chairman, and the Terry Sanfords, and
the Aaron Thomases, and many other

people”

Editor Chris Stiles can be reached at
910-416-5847 or by email at cstiles@
robesonian.com.
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Your Health Care Guardian
www.rhcchealth.org S < K ::}:9 Fo— .:55- / S\

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

S S S TS B GO
@ Dr. AJ ROBINSON HEALTH CENTER e i e e
(910) 370-0815

Q JULIAN T. PIERCE HEALTH CENTER sVEA?LﬁF:ﬁINGS
(910) 521-2816 | (910) 521-2878 Pharmacy
Unexpected injuries
Q @ LUMBERTON HEALTH CENTER and illnesses
(910) 739-1666 | (910) 674-3174 Pharmacy 302 Mt. Tabor Road

Red Springs, NC 28377
9 MAXTON MEDICAL CENTER

(910) 844-5253 Phone: (910) 227-2850
Monday-Friday (10am-7pm)

Q @ RED SPRINGS HEALTH CENTER Saturday & Sunday (10am—2pm)
(910) 227-2850 | (910) 586-0030 Pharmacy

Q SCOTLAND HEALTH CENTER FAIRMONT
(910) 506-4682 | (910) 501-5127 Pharmacy FAMILY DENTAL

Q SOUTH ROBESON MEDICAL CENTER 210 South Walnut Street
(910) 628-6711 | (910) 535-1003 Pharmacy Fairmont, NC 28340

Phone: (910) 668-6534

9 ST. PAULS HEALTH CENTER
(910) 241-3042

“Your Health is our
highest priority,
let us be your Health
Care Guardian”

W) BEHAVIORAL HEALTH FACILITIES

e GRACE COURT » OUR HOUSE —— e X . o
(910) 618-9912 (910) 521-1464 Robeson Health Care Corporation

« CAMBRIDGE PLACE e CRYSTAL LAKE ' Corporate Headquarters
(919) 989-8114 (910) 245-4399 )
60 Commerce Plaza Circle
e THE VILLAGE  MEN'S RECOVERY HOME : ¢ Pembroke. NC 28372
(252) 752-5555 (910) 738-5545 '

< Ph: (910) 521-2900

Logson Wlth. L To learn more about Career Opportunities!
Pharmacy Services X

h https://www.rhcchealth.org/ 4 |

(r) \ Providing Mental Health &
\ ” 7 Substance Use Disorder Services

—T  at all Health Centers.
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HEALING HANDS
FAMILY PRACTICE
& AESTHETICS

Compassionate Care. Beautiful Results.

o
L

Dr. Andea Moniza Bass, Lorica Ovendiie, Matt Looktoar,

S Blackbuwrn Lisensed Esthetivin — Aesthetios MNurse /y'wz‘wé #RT /i weyph tloss
&;ﬂw/'a/?&b‘

“Using Our Hands for the Art of Medicine”
Dr. Andrea Blackburn, MD

Our Services Include:

BOTOX & DERMAL FILLERS « MICRONEEDLING
HORMONE REPLACEMENT THERAPY (HRT)
MEDICAL WEIGHT LOSS - LASER HAIR REMOVAL
SOFTWAVE THERAPY  CUSTOMIZED FACIALS = IV INFUSIONS

Book %a/‘ Consallation 70_0/4%/

1003 Woodridge Dr. (910) 250-5100
Lumberton, NC 28358 Fax: (910) 250-5111
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SPRING 2026

LEAPFROG

HOSPITAL
SAFETY GRADE

——

Leading the Way
in Patient Safety

UNC Health Southeastern has received an “A” Hospital Safety Grade from The
Leapfrog Group, a national nonprofit that rates hospitals on how well they
protect patients from harm. The Spring 2026 grade recognizes hospitals that
work to prevent medical errors, infections, injuries, and accidents.

"An ‘A’ Grade is a strong sign that UNC Health Southeastern is deeply
committed to protecting patients from harm,” said Leah Binder, president and
CEO of The Leapfrog Group. “We commend the leadership, board, clinicians, staff and volunteers for

the role each played in earning this distinction.” N

The Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade program is peer-reviewed, transparent, and free to the public. U h C

Grades are updated twice a year, in the spring and fall. Scores are based on publicly available data

and hospital-reported information on infection rates, problems after surgery, safe medication HEALTH-

practices, staffing and communication, and use of proven safety protocols. An “A" grade means a

hospital performed better than most hospitals on these safety measures at the time of scoring. SOUtheaStern

What This Means for Patients and Community Here for you.

The new "A" grade is a sign of sustained progress over multiple grading cycles, not just a one-time Here for good.

fix. It reflects better performance in areas such as infection prevention, safe surgery and treatment

practices, systems that reduce the chance of errors, and early response to serious conditions like

sepsis, UNCHealthSE.org
984-974-CARE

“In a community like ours, where the need is great and the stakes are high, this achievement says
something very important: our patients are receiving care that meets the highest standards in the
country right here at UNC Health Southeastern,” said UNC Health Southeastern President & CEO

Chris Ellington. To learn more:

For the community, UNC Health Southeastern’s new “"A" from The Leapfrog Group signals that the
hospital has put stronger safety systems in place and is performing among the better hospitals
nationwide on key patient safety measures. While no hospital can eliminate all risk, this rating shows
meaningful, sustained progress in making care safer for patients close to home.

To explore UNC Health Southeastern’s full grade details and to find valuable tips for staying safe in
the hospital, visit HospitalSafetyGrade.org.
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