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PEMBROKE — A pub-
lic swearing-in for Mayor 
Allen Dial was held Mon-
day during the Pembroke 
Town Council’s monthly 
meeting.

Dial was officially 
sworn in on March 30 
after winning the legal 
battle against former 
mayor Gregory Cum-
mings that had kept him 
from taking office since 
winning the election in 
2023. Monday’s meet-
ing allowed the public 
to witness the swearing-
in before the meeting 
began.

After the swearing-in, 
the board received an 
update on the upcom-
ing street-widening 
project and on when the 
North Carolina Depart-
ment of Transportation 
(NCDOT) expects the 
road to reopen. District 
Engineer Brice Bell said 
he expects the project to 
be completed this sum-
mer, without interfering 
with Lumbee Homecom-
ing.

Additionally, the board 

voted to approve the new 
planning board members, 
including Ed Brooks as 
Chairman, alongside Reg-
inald Oxendine, Jr., Lea-
vira Chavis, Trent Lock-
lear and Vee Oxendine. 
County appointees Ruby 
Smith and Corey Ham-
monds will be referred 
to Robeson County for 
confirmation.

Additionally, the board 
voted to extend the con-
tract with All-Pro-Waste 
for another two years and 
approved a request to 
apply for an asset inven-
tory and assessment 
grant.

Contact Victoria Sanderson at 
vsanderson@robesonian.com.
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LUMBERTON — The 
annual Alive After Five 
concert series, hosted by 

Friends of Main Street, 
will begin with the Sand 
Band on May 14, and will 
run through June 11.

“Excitement is 
definitely building 

and sponsorship 
opportunities are still 
available,” said Sarah 
Beth Ward, downtown 
development coordinator 
for the City of 
Lumberton. “Alive After 
5 is more than a concert 

series — it’s a fundraiser 
that fuels downtown 
revitalization. It’s a 
chance for businesses 
and community members 
to be part of something 
that’s actively shaping 
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RED SPRINGS — A 
full month of events will 
be held in Red Springs 
this June to celebrate 
Juneteenth.

Events include:
— Gathering of Prayer 

and Supper, 6 p.m. on 
Monday, June 1 at 517 
West Fourth Avenue in 
Red Springs. This will 
include ancestral affirma-
tions and prayers from 
local clergy. Bring your 

lawn chairs and umbrellas 
for food, music and fel-
lowship. Hosted by Bar-
nard and Carrie Murry.

— Miracle Mile and 
Breakfast, 8 a.m. on 
Saturday, June 6 at Wil-
lie Goodyear Park on 
Eighth Avenue in Red 
Springs. This is an early-
morning refreshing mile 
walk in conversation with 
the Father, family and 
friends. In conjunction 
with Elder James Tew 

and First Freewill Baptist 
Church.

— Scholarship Golf 
Tournament, 1 p.m. 
on Saturday, June 6 at 
Pinecrest Country Club, 
110 Nigel Road in Lum-
berton. It is a shotgun 
start. Early registration 
is $70 per person, on site 
is $75. Contact Glenn 
Patterson Sr. at 910-740-
4974 or Tim Heath at 
910-904-3764 for more 
information.

— An Afternoon of 
Dance, 4 p.m. on Sunday, 
June 7 at Red Springs 
Middle School Audito-
rium. Free admission and 
refreshments, donations 
are accepted. Contact 
Yolanda Ross at 910-384-
4974 or Eva Patterson 
Heath at 910-904-3764 
for more information.

— Jeans & T-Shirts 
Edition Youth Revival, 
7 p.m. on Tuesday, June 
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LUMBERTON — A 
jury found a Lumberton 
man guilty Monday in the 
2023 murder of Lumber-
ton rapper Tazarie Butler.

The jury took less than 
an hour of deliberations 
to reach a guilty verdict 
for Chamberlain Oxen-
dine, 27, who was con-
victed of second-degree 
murder.

Oxendine was sen-
tenced by a judge to serve 
200 to 252 months in 
prison, which ranges from 
less than 17 years to 21 
years.

Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to the 
100 block of Beam 
Road just outside 
of Lumberton the 
evening of June 
27, 2023 in refer-
ence to a shoot-
ing. When they 
arrived, Butler, 20, was 
found dead.

Butler and Oxendine 
were friends before the 
shooting took place, 
according to both the 
defense and the prosecu-
tion.

While Oxendine’s 
counsel, Johnson Britt III, 
argued self-defense, the 

prosecution, led by 
Robeson County 
Assistant District 
Attorney Graham 
Gurney, said that 
Butler’s DNA was 
not found on the 
weapon used in 
the shooting.

“Very simple formula. 
No DNA equals no self-
defense equals guilty,” 
Gurney said. “That’s what 
this whole case boils 
down to.”

He added that the phys-
ical evidence is an objec-
tive fact with no motive 
or bias and could not lie 
to the jury.

Britt argued that Butler 
pointed a gun and Oxen-
dine and his younger 
brother, who was present, 
and that Oxendine acted 
in self-defense. Britt also 
claimed that Oxendine 
tried to save Butler’s life 
after he had been shot, 
including chest compres-
sions. 

A disagreement over 
a piece of jewelry is said 
to have occurred to start 
the incident which led to 
Butler’s death.

After the verdict was 
read, Oxendine apolo-
gized to the courtroom.

The trial lasted only 

one week, with jury selec-
tion taking place last 
Monday before testimony 
began on Tuesday.

“Today’s guilty ver-
dict brings a measure of 
justice in a case that has 
deeply impacted our com-
munity,” Sheriff Burnis 
Wilkins said in a media 
statement. “I commend 
our investigators for their 
relentless work, profes-
sionalism, and commit-
ment to seeing this case 
through from start to 
finish. While no verdict 
can undo the pain caused 
by this senseless act, 
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Lumberton, and his mother, 
Shanna Lowery.
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Jury finds man guilty of Tazarie Butler’s murder

Full month of Juneteenth 
celebrations planned in Red Springs

The Robesonian file photo
A crowd gathers on the Dick Taylor Plaza in downtown Lumberton in 2024 as the Band of Oz takes the stage at Alive After Five. The group 
is part of this year’s lineup, set to perform on May 28.

Alive After Five set for return
Concerts to have earlier dates in 2026

Victoria Sanderson | The 
Robesonian

Pembroke Mayor Allen Dial 
stands at his place on the dais 
after being formally sworn in 
during Monday’s Town Council 
meeting.

Dial formally sworn 
in at Pembroke 
board meeting
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LUMBERTON — The Food Truck Rodeo event 
will be held on Thursday, April 30 in downtown 
Lumberton.

The event will run from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 118 
West Fifth Street.

Proceeds from the event will support the Robe-
son County Reentry Program, which helps indi-
viduals successfully transition back into the com-
munity after incarceration.

For more information, contact David Powell at 
910-674-9054.
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LUMBERTON — A 

death investigation is 
underway after a man 
was found dead in an 

apparent shooting at a 
Lumberton apartment 
early Saturday morning.

The deceased individu-
al was found after offi cers 
responded to the 200 
block of South Seneca 
Street around 2:30 a.m. 
after reports of a distur-
bance. The man had an 
apparent gunshot wound.

Lumberton Police say 

that a person of interest 
was taken into custody. 
The investigation is ongo-
ing. Authorities say there 
is no further danger to 
the public relating to this 
case.

Anyone with informa-
tion on the case should 
call Lumberton Police at 
910-671-3845.

EDITOR’S NOTE: 
Send your Community 
Calendar items to Editor 
Chris Stiles at cstiles@
robesonian.com.

Spring Fling, 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., April 11: It’s 
Spring at His & Hers 
Greenhouse! Shop with 
vendors, ride the Barrel 
Train, win a prize and 
buy plants and garden 
supplies for the new 
growing season. The fes-
tival is an annual event, 
so enjoy a day outside 
with family and friends.

Southern Touch 
Craft Show, 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m., April 11: South-
eastern NC Agricultural 
Events Center is hosting 
a Southern Touch Craft 
Show. Join all and shop 
from all the handcrafted 
artisans. Tickets in 
advance are $5, and kids 
under 12 are admitted 
free.

My Time to Shine, 7 
p.m., April 11: The very 
popular and competitive 
competition, held at the 
Carolina Civic Center in 
downtown Lumberton, 
will feature approximately 
20 contestants compet-
ing in all categories of 
talent, from singing and 
dancing to instrumental 
and more. The winner of 
this year’s competition 
will receive a $1,000 cash 
prize, with second place 
receiving $500 and third 
place $250. Additionally, 
a People’s Choice Award 
will be chosen based 
on ticket sales for each 
contestant and donations 
made during purchase 
checkout.

Bunco Bash, 6 p.m., 
April 17: The Lumberton 
Woman’s Club is spon-
soring a Bunco Bash, a 
fundraiser for the Rape 
Crisis Center of Robe-
son County. Purchase 
advance tickets only by 
emailing your request to 
LumbertonWC@gmail.
com. No experience 
needed to play, as instruc-
tions will be provided. 
Fantastic prizes provided 
for the winners! Drinks & 
Snacks are available for 
purchase. Tickets are $10 
each. The event is in the 
church’s fellowship hall.

Glow Run, 7 p.m., 
April 17: The Robeson 
Road Runners invite you 
to a free event. The Glow 
Run is a 5K and a 1-mile 
fun run. Assemble at the 
pavilion by the Silo at 
Raymond B. Pennington 
Park @ 7:00 p.m. Enjoy!

Cowboy Mounted 
Shooting, 9 a.m, 
April 17: Details to be 
announced! The Cowboys 
and Cowgirls are compet-

ing at the Southeastern 
NC Agricultural Events 
Center.

Cruise In, 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m., April 18: Jack 
Pait Strawberry Farm is 
hosting its First Annual 
Cruise In. Antique cars, 
maybe a tractor or two 
and free food. Check 
out this inaugural event. 
Enjoy the friendly and 
welcoming atmosphere at 
the farm.

Rob Cole – Carter’s 
Restaurant, 7 p.m., 
April 18: Enjoy an eve-
ning of live music with 
Rob Cole. Munch some 
delicious food, relax and 
enjoy the evening. Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m. and 
the concert starts at 8:15 
p.m. Carter’s Restaurant 
is located at Pinecrest 
Country Club.

Soul Serenade, 7 
p.m., April 18: Take a 
choral journey through 
the 70’s and 80’s with 
Damion Murrill & 
Friends. Wear your best 
70’s and 80’s outfi t to the 
event. Space is limited, 
and pre-sale tickets are 
required as tickets will 
not be available at the 
door. For more informa-
tion, call 910-317-0372. 
Tickets are $30 each.

Spring Fling, 2 p.m. 
to 7 p.m., April 18: 
Spring is here at the 
Oasis, a Spring Fling 
event with vendors, food 
and lots of fun. Entry 
is $10. The petting zoo 
is available during the 
Spring Fling, so book it 
in advance.

DIY & Unwind, 4 p.m. 
to 5:30 p.m., April 22: 
The Robeson County 
Public Library is hosting 
an adult crafting event. 
Be creative and make a 
stamped tea towel. All 
supplies are provided; 
just show up and enjoy 
making the project. Call 
910-738-4859 for more 
details.

Always A Bridesmaid, 
7 p.m., April 24: SAVE 
THE DATES! April 24, 
25, 26 and May 1, 2 and 
3. Times of performances 
to be released soon! Pur-
ple Door Productions is 
presenting this hilarious 
comedic romp, in which 
four friends have sworn 
to keep the promise they 
made on the night of 
their Senior Prom: to be 
in each other’s weddings 
… no matter what. More 
than thirty years later, 
these Southern friends-
for-life are still making 
“the long walk” for each 
other, determined to 
honor that vow. This is 
a laugh-out-loud comedy 
that will defi nitely enter-

tain.
Forever Motown, 7:30 

p.m., April 24: Forever 
Motown is a celebration 
of Motown’s infl uence 
and impact on popular 
music, with a focus on 
the beloved songs and 
performances of art-
ists like The Four Tops, 
The Temptations, The 
Supremes, Smokey Rob-
inson, Marvin Gaye, and 
more.

Fall Family Fun Fly-
in, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
April 25: Remote control 
airplane hobbyists are 
invited to the Mt. Elim 
Remote Control Airplane 
and Boat Club, located at 
13799 N.C. Hwy. 72 East 
in Lumberton, for their 
semi-annual Fall Family 
Fun Fly-in fundraiser. The 
event will feature local 
area pilots showcasing 
their fl ying skills, food 
and a raffl e. For more 
information, contact Don 
Valentine at 910-887- 
5056 or donpaul.val@
gmail.com.

16th Annual Shortest 
Parade, 10 a.m., April 
25: Welcome once again 
to the shortest parade! 
We will have our tradi-
tional, always exciting 
parade, unexpected sur-
prises, BBQ plate fund-
raiser for the Patrick Pait 
Memorial Scholarship, 
local vendors, and farm 
animals to pet. Bring 
your family, bring your 
friends, and come out 
for a great way to make a 
memory! It’s a unique and 
fun experience!

Friends of Main 
Street Presents Tonya 
Holy Elk, 3 p.m., May 
3: Tonya Holy Elk and 
her son, Lakoda John 
will share poetry and 
music on Sunday, May 
3, at 3 p.m. at The Kin-
ship NC, 304 North Elm 
Street, Lumberton. This 
is an event of Stories and 
Sounds Downtown, fund-
ed through the NC Arts 
Council Grassroots funds 
coming to the Robeson 
County Arts Council.

ONGOING
Children’s Storytime 

— Lumberton, 10:30-
11:00 a.m. on Tuesdays 
and Fridays, Robeson 
County Public Library, 
101 N. Chestnut St., 
Lumberton.

Children’s Storytime 
— Pembroke, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. on the third 
Wednesday of the month 
at the Pembroke Library, 
413 Blaine St, Pembroke.

Music, Rhymes, 
and Storytime, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. on the third 
Thursday of each month, 

Robeson County Public 
Library, 101 N. Chestnut 
St., Lumberton.

Children’s Storytime 
— Red Springs, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. on the third 
Friday of each month 
at McMillan Memorial 
Library, Red Springs.

Children’s Storytime 
— Fairmont, 4:30-5:30 
p.m., on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month, 
at the Hector MacLean 
Library, 106 S. Main St., 
Fairmont.

Children’s Storytime 
— St. Pauls, 10:30-
11:30 a.m., on the fourth 
Wednesday at the Annie 
H McEachern Library, 
223 W. Broad St, St 
Pauls.

Farmers Market: 
Wednesdays, 3 p.m. to 
6 p.m.: On Wednesdays, 
the Robeson County 
Farmers Market features 
vegetables grown in 
Robeson County and 
neighboring counties. 
Local craft vendors are 
welcome additions to the 
market, and we encour-
age you to take the time 
to get to know them. 
The market is open every 
Wednesday from 7 a.m. 
to noon and on Saturdays 
through November, or 
until vendors sell out.

Music Jam Session: 
Bring instruments and 
songs to The Barn at 
Risen Farms from 6:30 
to 9:30 p.m. on the fi rst 
Friday of each month to 
jam the night away. There 
might be a dance or two.

Music, Rhymes and 
Storytime: 10:30-11:30 
a.m. on the fi rst Thurs-
day of each month at the 
Robeson County Public 
Library, 101 N. Chestnut 
St., Lumberton.

Thursday Music 
Night at Your Pie: Your 
Pie Pizza hosts live music 
every Thursday night.

Flock Swap — Robe-
son Co. Farmers Mar-
ket: The Farmers Market 
will host a Flock Swap 
from a.m. to 5 p.m. every 
third Saturday of the 
month. The Swap will be 
held in the adjacent lot, 
next to Market Street and 
Water Street. For more 
information, don’t hesi-
tate to contact Marie at 
robesoncofarmersmkt@
gmail.com.

Lumberton Horse 
and Tack Auction: The 
Horse and Tack Auction 
is held on the fi rst Mon-
day night of each month. 
Mark your calendars for 
this recurring event. All 
events are held at the 
Southeastern NC Agri-
cultural Events Center in 
Robeson County.
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Jesus Loves You
Enchanted Florist 

& Gifts

611 Union Chapel Rd
Pembroke

Owner: In-House Designer
Canadee Marie Yanick

910-521-0907 
910-316-0851

Open Monday-Sunday
Flowers For All Occasions

Robeson County

Welcome 
to your 
local 
Farm 

Bureau 
Agency!

(910) 738-7171
(910) 521-3131

www.ncfbins.com

1.866.645.8123
farmbureaubank.com

Auto • Home • Life • 
Health • Bank

302 bailey Road
Lumberton nC 28358

Monday-Friday
8:30am–5:00pm

Kary Wilkins Insurance Group
Regional Manager

Your Final Expense Solution
2175 N Roberts Ave, Ste. 203

Lumberton, NC 28358
910-374-4523

pastorkarywilkins@yahoo.com

Floyd Mortuary & Crematory, Inc.
809 EAST 5TH STREET, 

LUMBERTON, NORTH CAROLINA
(910) 738-8144 | www.floydmortuary.net

OBITUARIES

Champion Media
(USPS 467-40)

910-739-4322
Publishes every Wednesday and Saturday

 eEdition and in print.
If you have a newspaper delivery concern
please call weekdays 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Prices are subject to change at any time.

CONTACT US

REGIONAL PUBLISHER:
Denise Ward

910-416-5867
dward@robesonian.com

ADVERTISING:
Denise Ward

dward@robesonian.com

Caroline Arrington
carrington@robesonian.com

Dee Dee Prevatte
dprevatte@bladenjournal.com

EDITOR:
Chris Stiles

910-416-5847
cstiles@robesonian.com

CIRCULATION:
Marty Deaver
910-416-5447

mdeaver@robesonian.com

CLASSIFIEDS/LEGALS
Linda Currie

910-739-4322
lcurrie@robesonian.com

2175 N Roberts Ave., Lumberton, NC 28358
Periodical postage paid at Lumberton, NC

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
The Robesonian, 2175 N. Roberts Ave., Lumberton, NC 28358-1028

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR:
Mike Skipper

The Robesonian

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

LOIS ROGERS JOHNSON

Lois Rogers Johnson, age 94, of Lumberton, 
passed away peacefully, surrounded by her family, 
on March 30, 2026. Lois was born in Rocky Mount 
in 1931. After growing up in Fair Bluff, she attend-
ed Mars Hill College, where she met her future 
husband, James. After graduating from Mars Hill, 
she moved to Raleigh, holding her fi rst job with 
Wachovia Bank.

Family was the primary focus for Lois, serv-
ing her entire life as a dedicated wife, mother, 
grandmother and great-grandmother. She enjoyed 
lifelong hobbies of baking and playing bridge with 
friends and family.

Lois was an active member of Rowland First 
Baptist Church, serving as a church deacon and 
a proud member of the Women’s Philathea school 
class and the Women’s Missionary Union (WMU) 
for over 30 years. After relocating to Lumberton, 
she served as a member of the First Baptist Church 
of Lumberton.

Lois is survived by her two sons, Ted (Dianne) 
and Jerry (Von); her four grandchildren: Rebecca 
(Patrick), Kelsie, Victoria, and Trevor (Emily); two 
great-grandchildren, William and Charlie; nephew, 
Jim (Luli); niece, Susan (Paul); and a number of 
great-nieces and great-nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Oliver 
and Lois; her husband, James; her sister, Mary; her 
daughter-in-law, Robin; and countless other mem-
bers of her extended family.

Her family would like to extend special recogni-
tion and thanks to her caregivers, Mary Benjamin 
and Thelma Jones, for their unwavering support of 
Lois during her fi nal months.

For any memorials, her family asks that dona-
tions be given to the First Baptist Church of Row-
land.

The family will receive friends and loved ones 
prior to the service on Saturday, April 11, 2026, 
from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. at First Baptist Church of 
Rowland, 401 West Main Street in Rowland. Fol-
lowing the visitation, a memorial service will be 
held at 2 p.m.

Online condolences can be made by visiting: 
www.FloydMortuary.net.

Food Truck 
Rodeo set 
for April 30

Metro Creative Connection

Death investigation ongoing after man 
found dead in Lumberton apartment

Sta�  report



Marcia Dunn
AP Aerospace Writer

HOUSTON — After 
traveling deeper into 
space than any other 
humans, the Artemis II 
astronauts pointed their 
moonship toward home 
Monday night, wrapping 
up a lunar cruise that 
revealed views of the far 
side never beheld by eyes 
until now.

Their fl yby of the 
moon — NASA’s fi rst 
return since the Apollo 
era — even included 
some celestial sightsee-
ing besides yielding rich 
science. It was a signifi -
cant step toward landing 
boot prints near the 
moon’s south pole in just 
two years.

A total solar eclipse 
greeted the three Ameri-
cans and one Canadian 
as the moon temporarily 
blocked the sun from 
their perspective. Mer-
cury, Venus, Mars and 
Saturn nodded at them 
from the black void. The 
landing sites of Apollo 12 
and 14 also were visible, 
poignant reminders of 
NASA’s fi rst age of explo-
ration more than half a 
century ago.

In an especially rivet-
ing retro throwback, 
Artemis II shattered 
the distance record set 
by Apollo 13 in 1970. 
NASA’s Orion capsule 
reached a maximum dis-
tance of 252,756 miles 
(406,771 kilometers) 
from Earth before hang-
ing a U-turn behind the 
moon, 4,101 miles (6,600 
kilometers) farther than 
Apollo 13.

“It is blowing my mind 
what you can see with 
the naked eye from the 
moon right now. It is just 
unbelievable,” Canadian 

astronaut Jeremy Hansen 
radioed. He challenged 
“this generation and the 
next to make sure this 
record is not long-lived.”

Artemis II astronauts 
get an Apollo wake-up 
message

Apollo 13 commander 
Jim Lovell wished the 
crew well in a recording 
made two months before 
his death last August. 
Mission Control beamed 
up his message to com-
mander Reid Wiseman, 
pilot Victor Glover, 
Christina Koch and 
Hansen, before their fl y-
around began.

“Welcome to my old 
neighborhood,” said 
Lovell, who also fl ew on 
Apollo 8, humanity’s fi rst 
lunar visit. “It’s a historic 
day and I know how busy 
you’ll be, but don’t forget 
to enjoy the view.”

The Artemis II astro-
nauts carried up with 
them the Apollo 8 silk 
patch that accompanied 
Lovell to the moon. “It’s 
just a real honor to have 
that on board with us,” 
Wiseman said.

Artemis II is using 
the same maneuver that 
Apollo 13 did after its 

“Houston, we’ve had a 
problem” oxygen tank 
explosion wiped out any 
hope of a moon landing.

Known as a free-return 
lunar trajectory, this no-
stopping-to-land route 
takes advantage of Earth 
and the moon’s grav-
ity, reducing the need 
for fuel. It’s a celestial 
fi gure-eight that put the 
astronauts on course for 
home once they emerged 
from behind the moon 
Monday evening.

Astronauts lock in on lunar 
observations

Artemis II’s lunar 
fl y-around and intense 
observation period lasted 
seven hours, by far the 
highlight of the nearly 
10-day test fl ight that 
will end with a splash-
down in the Pacifi c on 
Friday.

Venturing as close as 
4,067 miles (6,545 kilo-
meters) to the gray dusty 
surface, the astronauts 
zipped through a list of 
more than two dozen 
targets, using powerful 
Nikon cameras as well 
as their iPhones to zoom 
in on impact craters and 
other intriguing lunar 
features.

Heidi Perez-Moreno
Border Belt Independent

LAURINBURG — 
Webber International 
University, a partner of 
the now-shuttered St. 
Andrews University in 
North Carolina, said it 
reached a settlement with 
a former student who 
accused the schools of 
mishandling a rape inves-
tigation.

The student, identifi ed 
in court documents as 
Jane Doe and a member 
of St. Andrews’ women’s 
soccer team, sued the 
universities in 2022. The 
lawsuit, fi led in Scotland 
County Superior Court, 
alleged negligence after 
Doe reported that she 
was sexually assaulted by 
a member of the school’s 
men’s soccer team.

Doe dismissed the 
lawsuit with prejudice in 
July, meaning she could 
not refi le the claim. Such 
dismissals are common 
when a case is settled out 
of court.

Joe Strickler, chairman 
of Webber International’s 
Board of Trustees, said 
the school agreed to a set-
tlement earlier this year. 
He declined to discuss 
details of the agreement, 
including how much the 
school paid.

“I can’t tell you exactly 
when we did this, but I 
just know a document 
came to my table settling 
the case, and I signed it,” 
he said.

It’s unclear if Webber 
was the only defendant 
that settled. The law-
suit also named former 
St. Andrews president 
Ellen Bernhardt and 
three other St. Andrews 
employees: Mary Cross, 
director of housing and 
residence life; Elizabeth 
Hernandez, dean of stu-
dents and Title IV coor-
dinator; and Ash Walker, 
assistant professor of 
sport performance, health 
and fi tness. It also named 
Everglades College, 
which employed Bern-
hardt and served as a con-
sultant to St. Andrews.

St. Andrews, which 
opened in Laurinburg 
in 1961, abruptly closed 
last May amid fi nancial 
struggles. Enrollment was 
stagnant with fewer than 
1,000 students, and the 
school faced signifi cant 
debt. St. Andrews merged 
with Florida-based Web-
ber International in 
2011, but the partnership 
wasn’t enough to save the 
school.

Scotland Development 
Corporation, which owns 
most of the St. Andrews 
campus, fi led for Chapter 

11 bankruptcy in Febru-
ary.

The investigation
Doe reported that she 

was raped in a dorm 
room by Paulo Manzoni, 
a student and soccer play-
er from Italy, on Septem-
ber 25, 2021. In the days 
that followed, the lawsuit 
says, St. Andrews staff 
caused Doe additional 
trauma by questioning 
her credibility and failing 
to provide adequate sup-
port.

Doe reported the 
alleged rape to an assis-
tant women’s soccer 
coach, who took her to 
speak with Hernandez, 
who was married to the 
head coach of the men’s 
soccer team.

Days later, Bernhardt 
reportedly told an 
assembly of students and 
staff that she wanted to 
explain “the difference 
between fact, fi ction, and 
rumor.” A Laurinburg 
police offi cer then spoke 
about the dangers of 
making false accusations, 
according to the lawsuit.

Police charged Man-
zoni with second-degree 
forcible sexual offense the 
day after Doe reported 
the incident; he returned 
to Italy before the case 
was adjudicated. But the 
university allowed Man-
zoni to remain on campus 
during its investigation 
on the condition that he 
maintained a mutual no-
contact order with Doe.

Emilia Beskind, a 
Durham-based attorney 
for Doe, argued before a 
judge in April 2025 that 
St. Andrews should have 
suspended Manzoni dur-
ing the investigation, a 
common practice under 
Title IX, the federal law 
that protects against dis-
crimination and sexual 
harassment.

“Instead of focusing on 
how to protect students 
from the person charged 
with violent sexual 
felonies,” Beskind said, 
“Defendant Bernhardt 
concluded that supposed 
rumors on the small cam-
pus had become the real 
threat to student safety, 
and to St. Andrews’ repu-
tation.”

When another member 
of the women’s soccer 
team posted to social 
media a photo of Manzo-
ni with the words “say his 
name,” St. Andrews’ fac-
ulty told Doe that she had 
violated the no-contact 
order, the lawsuit says, 
but was never told how 

and why the action defi ed 
the agreement. The head 
coach of the women’s soc-
cer team suspended sev-
eral members of the team 
after the post, including 
the teammate who made 
the post.

Two days after the 
reported rape, Manzoni 
said he was assaulted by 
male students who broke 
his cellphone. Hours 
later, at 2 a.m., a faculty 
member banged on Doe’s 
dorm room and escorted 
her to meet with a Lau-
rinburg police detective 
who “interrogated” her, 
according to the lawsuit.

Beskind said recently 
that the case reached 
a conclusion, but she 
declined to elaborate. “All 
I’m able to say is that the 
matter has been resolved 
to the mutual satisfaction 
of the parties,” she said.

Separate sexual assault 
cases

Less than a year and a 
half after Doe reported 
that she was raped, three 
other St. Andrews stu-
dents accused another 
student-athlete at the 
school of sexually assault-
ing them between Octo-
ber 2022 and January 
2023.

Mison Mickle, a mem-
ber of the wrestling team, 
pleaded guilty in 2024 
to two counts of second-
degree forcible rape, one 
count of second-degree 
forcible sex offense, and 
one count of attempted 
second-degree forcible 
sex offense. He was 
sentenced to serve up to 
nearly 12 years in prison.

The case brought 
additional scrutiny to 
St. Andrews, which had 
ramped up its sports 
programs in an effort to 
boost enrollment.

Mickle was a registered 
sex offender in his home 
state of South Carolina, 
but he failed to register 
when he moved to North 
Carolina. While serving 
in the Army, he was con-
victed by a military judge 
at Fort Lee, Virginia, in 
2020 of three counts of 
attempted abusive sexual 
contact and three counts 
of assault consummated 
by a battery, records 
show. He was ordered to 
serve 12 months behind 
bars and was dishonor-
ably discharged.

Heidi Perez-Moreno covers 
education and more at the 
Border Belt Independent. She is 
a graduate of UNC-Chapel Hill 
and previously worked at The 
Washington Post.

Sta�  report

LUMBERTON — The Robeson 
County Relay for Life will be held 
Friday, May 1 at Lumberton High 
School. 

The annual event is to raise cancer 
awareness and to raise funds for the 
American Cancer Society. 

The event is to “walk, honor, 
remember, fi ght back!” a fl yer says. 

The event runs from noon to 

midnight at Alton G. Brooks Stadium. 
The opening ceremony will be held 
at 6 p.m. with a luminaria ceremony 
at 9 p.m. Fun, games and activities 
will continue throughout the event. A 
survivor’s lap around the track will also 
be held.

For more information, including 
about sponsorship, contact 
Cheryl Revels at 910-225-3377 or 
cherylrevels@yahoo.com, or visit 
relayforlife.org/robesonnc.
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GlenFlora
Private Baths

Homelike Atmosphere

5701 Fayetteville Road,  Lumberton NC 28360   
910-739-2821

• Assisted Living
•  Skilled Care 
• Rehabilitation
• Physical Therapy
• Occupational Therapy 
• Speech Therapy

We care like family!

We offer quality short-term and long-term care. 210 South Walnut Street Fairmont,
NC 28340 Phone: 910-668-6534

Unexpected injuries and illnesses
302 Mt. Tabor Road Red Springs, NC 28377
Phone: (910)227-2850
Monday-Friday (10am-7pm)
Saturday and Sunday (10an-2pm)

•	GRaCe CoURT  (910) 618-9912
•	CaMbRidGe PlaCe (919) 989-8114
•	The villaGe (252) 752-5555
•	oUR hoUSe (910) 521-1464
•	MeN’S ReCoveRy hoMe (910) 738-5545

“Your Health is our highest priority, let us be your Health Care Guardian”

Robeson health Care Corporation Corporate headquarters
60 Commerce Plaza Circle • Pembroke, NC 28372 Ph: (910)521-2900

https://www.rhcchealth.org/

The Robesonian file photo
Relay for Life attendees walking around the Lumberton High School track at the 2025 event.

Relay for Life 
scheduled for May 1

Sta�  report

Julia Wall for The Assembly via BBI
St. Andrews was acquired by Webber International University in 2011.

St. Andrews University rape 
case ends with settlement

NASA via AP
In this photo provided by NASA, Artemis II commander and NASA 
astronaut Reid Wiseman looks out one of the Orion spacecraft’s 
main cabin windows at the Moon ahead of the crew’s lunar flyby 
on Monday.

Artemis II breaks Apollo 13’s 
distance record with daring moon 
� yby that included a solar eclipse



It’s not just Israel.
One of the least convincing arguments of oppo-

nents of the Iran war is that it is a conflict initiated 
by the Jewish state for its own benefit — the U.S. is 
just along for the ride.

This view not only discounts the U.S. interest in 
defanging Iran but also neglects that there are other 
countries in the region besides Israel and Iran and 
that they, too, have a stake in the outcome of this 
war.

If there’s anything that Iran has succeeded in 
doing over the first month of battle, it is further 
demonstrating the intolerable threat that it repre-
sents to the region.

The so-called Gulf Cooperation Council states — 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emir-
ates — have the misfortune of being 
located just across the Persian Gulf 
from Iran, putting them on the front 
line of the war.

A key element of Iran’s strategy 
has been to impose economic pain on 
these states to force them to press the 
United States into staying its hand.

While the effective closure of the 
Strait of Hormuz is indirectly harming 
the United States by driving up the 
global price of crude and other materi-

als, it is a direct blow to the Gulf states, since the 
Saudis, Kuwaitis and Emiratis send the majority of 
their oil through the waterway.

The Iranians have struck the Gulf states with 
missiles and drones by the thousands. The ongoing 
blitz is damaging energy infrastructure and destroy-
ing the reputation of the Gulf states as an oasis of 
calm and economic development in an otherwise 
turbulent region.

There’s no insurance policy against having a 
fanatic millenarian state as a neighbor, while noth-
ing quite concentrates the mind like an unprovoked 
drone attack on one of your luxury hotels — or your 
airports, oil fields and data centers.

Iran likes to pretend that it is only striking at mili-
tary infrastructure, but that’s absurd.

As long as Iran is run on its current basis, it is 
a grave danger to these countries, which, prior to 
the war, tried to keep their heads down or even get 
closer to Iran as a way to mitigate the threat.

This is the approach that the Saudis tried after an 
Iran-backed attack hampered the country’s oil pro-
duction in 2019.

That experiment is now done. According to pub-
lished reports, the crown prince of Saudi Arabia, 
Mohammed bin Salman, privately urged Trump 
to launch the war even as the Saudis talked up 
diplomacy in public, and now MBS has been tell-
ing Trump to go all the way and topple the Iranian 
government.

The New York Times relates that the Saudi leader 
“is concerned that if Mr. Trump pulls back now, 
Saudi Arabia and the rest of the Middle East will 
be left to confront an 
emboldened and furious 
Iran on their own.”

The UAE has been a 
particular Iranian target. 
Its ambassador to the 
U.S. wrote in The Wall 
Street Journal recently, 
“We need a conclusive 
outcome that addresses 
Iran’s full range of 
threats: nuclear capa-
bilities, missiles, drones, 
terror proxies and block-
ades of international sea 
lanes.”

One is tempted to conclude that the Gulf states 
are “all neocons now.” That would be overstating it, 
though. Despite getting hit by Iran, Oman is main-
taining its traditional posture as a mediator and 
Qatar is always a bad actor.

Much depends on how the war ultimately turns 
out, but it is easy to see the Gulf states looking to 
the United States for greater security guarantees 
and warming up further to Israel, which is demon-
strating the military might to confront an Iran that 
has no compunction about lashing out at states that 
are doing it no harm.

It may be easy for hostile U.S. observers to por-
tray the Iran war as about Israel and only Israel, but 
the Gulf states unfortunately know better — and 
have the battle damage to prove it.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

RALEIGH — On April 12, a large crowd of North 
Carolinians will gather in the town of Halifax to 
commemorate the 250th anniversary of a pivotal 
historical event.

It was on April 12, 1776, that 83 delegates 
representing all 35 (at the time) counties plus nine 
municipalities affirmed what became known as the 
Halifax Resolves. They instructed North Carolina’s 
representatives to the Continental Congress in 
Philadelphia to “concur with the delegates of other 
Colonies in declaring Independency.”

The wording may sound tentative — to 
“concur with” rather than “initiate” — but 
everyone understood their import as well as 
the potential consequences. Over the first few 
months of the Revolutionary War, an increasing 
share of the emerging nation’s leaders had 
concluded that a clean break with Britain, not 
just a renegotiation of colonial relations, was 
necessary. Still, none had yet attempted to make 
it an explicit aim of the war.

Some feared getting too far ahead of public 
opinion. Others feared that, if Britain managed 
to prevail, individuals most closely associated 
with the cause of independence would at least be 
ostracized and financially ruined if not prosecuted for 
treason.

Among the delegates arriving in Halifax in early 
April for the Fourth Provincial Congress were several 
Carolina firebrands no longer willing to countenance 
a rapprochement with Parliament or King George 
III. One was John McKnitt Alexander. One of the 
two dozen signers of the Mecklenburg Declaration of 
Independence the previous May, Alexander had just 
returned from captaining a company of Mecklenburg 
men at the Battle of Moores Creek Bridge, where the 
Patriots blocked and decisively defeated a column of 
Carolina Tories on their way to Wilmington to join up 
with a British invasion force.

Another delegate, Cornelius Harnett, had 
challenged the Crown even earlier than Alexander 
and the Mecklenburgers did. The main organizer of 
Wilmington’s Committee of Safety in 1774, Harnett 
was one of the leaders of the Patriots who the following 
year burned Fort Johnson to keep it out of the hands 
of pro-British forces. He was then elected president 
of the statewide Council of Safety, essentially North 

Carolina’s first governing body after the start of the 
war, and became vice president of the Fourth Provincial 
Congress.

Other delegates traveling to Halifax included five 
militia colonels present at Moores Creek Bridge — 
Thomas Robeson of Bladen County, Griffith Rutherford 
of Rowan, Allen Jones of Northampton, John Ashe 
of New Hanover, and Richard Caswell of what is now 
Lenoir County, who’d been in overall command — 
along with other veterans of the battle such as Joseph 

Winston of Surry County. If those surnames 
sound familiar, that’s because either they or their 
relatives subsequently became the namesakes of 
new counties or municipalities.

These men weren’t just flush with recent 
victory. They were angered by even-more-recent 
events. That British invasion fleet had, indeed, 
reached the North Carolina coast in early March. 
Finding no Tory reinforcements to meet them, 
General Henry Clinton landed a few foraging 
parties, rescued a few Loyalists, captured a few 
Patriots, and then announced that any North 
Carolina rebel who came forward, renounced his 
prior misdeeds, and pledged allegiance to the 
Crown would be pardoned.

Any rebel, that is, except two. One was Robert 
Howe of Brunswick County. A former British officer, 
Howe had once commanded the very Fort Johnston 
that he later helped set ablaze. The other man General 
Clinton refused to pardon was Cornelius Harnett, vice 
president of the provincial congress that convened in 
Halifax.

See the problem? General Clinton apparently didn’t. 
He thought singling out a couple of ring leaders for 
potential punishment would induce the other Patriots 
to seize the opportunity for a pardon. What his 
proclamation actually did was harden many hearts that 
might otherwise have yielded to fear.

On April 12, then, the delegates in Halifax were the 
first provincial leaders in North America to formally 
embrace independence. Three months later, the 
Continental Congress did the same. A rebellion became 
a war for independence. The world would never be the 
same.

John Hood is a John Locke Foundation board member. His latest books, 
Mountain Folk and Forest Folk, combine epic fantasy with early American 
history (FolkloreCycle.com).

BE A ROBESONIAN 
OPINION SHAPER
If you can express 
an opinion in 800 
words or fewer — once 
every three months 
— you probably have 
what it takes to be a 
Robesonian Opinion 
Shaper. Contact Editor 
Chris Stiles at cstiles@
robesonian.com.
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Editorial

The Robesonian welcomes letters to the editor. Letters 
should be about issues of general interest, brief and to 
the point. We reserve the right to refuse letters longer 
than 400 words; poetry; letters that are in bad taste or 
libelous; and letters from outside our readership. Letters 
may be edited, but content will not be altered

Letters should be original. They must be signed. Please 
include your address and daytime phone number. Street 
addresses and phone numbers will not be published. A 
photograph of the writer will be used if provided.

Send letters to: The Robesonian, P.O. Box 1028, 
Lumberton, NC 28359, or fax them to (910) 739-6553. 
Letters can be sent via email to cstiles@robesonian.com.

LETTERS POLICY

OPINION SHAPER

HIS VIEW

CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATORS

PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF ROBESON 
COUNTY

John Simmons, Dist. 1, john.sim-
mons@robeson.k12.nc.us

Melissa Ocean, Vice Chairman, 
Dist. 2, melissa.ocean@robeson.
k12.nc.us

Linda Emanuel, Dist. 3, linda.
emanuel@robeson.k12.nc.us

Terry Locklear, Dist. 4, terry.lock-
lear2@robeson.k12.nc.us

Craig Lowry, Dist. 5, craig.
lowry2@robeson.k12.nc.us

Crystal Weindel Monroe, Dist. 6, 
crystal.monroe@robeson.k12.nc.us

Bradley Phillips, Dist. 7, bradley.
phillips@robeson.k12.nc.us

Tre’ Britt, Chairman, Dist. 8, tre.
britt@robeson.k12.nc.us

Kristy Fields, At-Large, kristy.
fields@robeson.k12.nc.us

Vonta Leach, At-Large, vonta.
leach@robeson.k12.nc.us

Henry Brewer, At-Large, henry.
brewer@robeson.k12.nc.us

LUMBERTON CITY COUNCIL, 910-272-
1346

Bruce Davis, Mayor, 910-671-
3806, bdavis@ci.lumberton.nc.us

Leroy Rising, Precinct 1, lrising@
ci.lumberton.nc.us

Melissa Robinson, Precinct 2, 
mrobinson@ci.lumberton.nc.us

John Carroll, Mayor Pro Tem, 
Precinct 3, jcarroll@ci.lumberton.
nc.us

Karen Higley, Precinct 4, khig-

ley@ci.lumberton.nc.us
John Cantey Jr., Precinct 5, jcan-

tey@ci.lumberton.nc.us
Alfred Douglas, Precinct 6, alfred.

douglas@ci.lumberton.nc.us
Eric Chavis, Precinct 7, echavis@

ci.lumberton.nc.us
Owen Thomas, Precinct 8, otho-

mas@ci.lumberton.nc.us

ROBESON COUNTY
Wixie Stephens, Dist. 1, 910-733-

4770, district1@co.robeson.nc.us.
Pauline Campbell, Dist. 2, 910-

734-3024, pauline.campbell@
co.robeson.nc.us. .

John Cummings, Dist. 3, 910-734-
9604, district3@co.robeson.nc.us.

Faline Locklear Dial, Vice Chair-
man, Dist. 4, 910-827-1005, falin-
edial907@gmail.com.

Judy Sampson, Dist. 5, 910-374-
8939, judy5rcc@gmail.com.

David Edge, Chairman, Dist. 6, 
910-258-1166, dedge53@yahoo.com

Tom Taylor, Dist. 7, 910-608-
9167, district7@co.robeson.nc.us

Lance Herndon, Dist. 8, 910-733-
5472.

NORTH CAROLINA (State Offices)
Sen. Danny Earl Britt Jr., R-Dist. 

24 (Hoke, Robeson, Scotland), 
300 N. Salisbury St., Room 525, 
Raleigh, NC 27603, 919-733-5651.

Rep. John Lowery, R-Dist. 47 
(Robeson), 300 N. Salisbury Street, 
306B2, Raleigh, NC 27603-5925, 

919-715-0875, John.Lowery@ncleg.
gov.

Rep. Brenden H. Jones, R-Dist. 
46 (Robeson, Columbus), 16 W. 
Jones St., Room 1227, Raleigh, NC 
27601-1096, 919-733-5821 or 919-
733-5821.

UNITED STATES (Federal Offices)
U.S. Sen. Thom Tillis, R-N.C., 310 

New Bern Ave. Suite 122, Raleigh, 
NC 27601, 919-856-4630, or 113 
Dirksen Senate Office Building, 
Washington, DC 20510, 202-224-
6342

U.S. Sen. Ted Budd, R-N.C., B85 
Russell Senate Office Building, 
Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-
3154.

U.S. Rep. Mark Harris. R-N.C., 
8th Dist., 126 Cannon House Office 
Building, 202-225-1976

U.S. Rep. David Rouzer, R-N.C., 
7th Dist., 2333 Rayburn House 
Office Building, Washington, DC 
20515, 202-225-2731.

U.S. Pres. Donald Trump, Com-
ments: 202-456-1111, Switchboard: 
202-456-1414; Leave a written 
message: https://www.whitehouse.
gov/contact/. Mailing address: The 
White House, 1600 Pennsylvania 
Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC 
20500.

U.S. Capitol Switchboard, 202-
224-3121.

White House Switchboard, 202-
456-1414.

Why the Halifax Resolves matter

John
Hood
Contributing 
columnist

Rich 
Lowery
Contributing 
columnist

Iran’s other 
enemies
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1. GEOGRAPHY: The famous Hang-
ing Gardens of Babylon, one of the Sev-
en Wonders of the World, are believed to 
have been in what modern-day country? 

2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What 
is the name of the six-point blue star on 
emergency medical vehicles?

3. MOVIES: What is the nickname of 
the "vicious" dog in "The Sandlot"?

4. HISTORY: What was the name of 
the United States' first space shuttle?

5. LITERATURE: In what language 
was "The Odyssey" originally written?

6. TELEVISION: Where is the 1990s 
sitcom "Northern Exposure" set?

7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a 
group of kangaroos called?

8. SCIENCE: What is the process 
called when a lizard loses and regener-
ates a tail?

9. U.S. STATES: Which state borders 
two oceans?

10. MUSIC: What was Taylor Swift's 
first song to make Billboard's Hot 100?

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Trivia Answers
1. Iraq
2. The Star of Life
3. “The Beast” to the kids and Hercu- 

    les to his owner
4. Columbia
5. Homeric Greek.
6. Cicely, Alaska
7. A mob
8. Autotomy
9. Alaska: Pacific and Arctic Oceans
10. “Tim McGraw”

Posting DateApril 6, 2026

OLIVE & POPEYE By Randy Milholland
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Classifieds
LEGALS

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

AND DEBTORS Of
SYBLE EDWARDS BUNNELL

DECEASED
File Number 26E000097-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Executor, of the 
estate of Syble Edwards 
Bunnell, deceased, late of 
Robeson County, this is to 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on or 
before the 21st day of June, 
2026, or be barred from their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate are asked 
to please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.

This the 18th day of March, 
2026.

Matthew Nathaniel Inman
23939 NC 71 Highway North
Parkton, NC 28371

Attorney
Thorp, Clarke & Regan, PA - 
George D. Regan, Jr.
PO Box 478
St. Pauls, NC 28384
910-865-4059

3/18 3/25 4/1 4/8 2026

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

The Robeson County Board 
of Commissioners will hold a 
public hearing at 6:00 p.m. on 
Monday, April 20, 2026 in the 
County Administration Center, 
550 North Chestnut Street, in 
the City of Lumberton, North 
Carolina. The purpose of this 
hearing is to consider the 
following requests:

I
Case # 2026 – 963369 – Elliot’s 
Auto Sales, Orrum Twp. District 
7. Consideration of a Special 
Use Permit to allow for the 
establishment of a Used Car 
Lot in a Residential Agricultural 
District (R-A) on 2.65 +/- acre 
tract more or less, located on 
223 Byrd Road; Submitted by 
Elliott’s Auto Sales (Applicant); 
Ashley McCumbee & Hsb. 
Michael McCumbee (Owner); 
Tax Parcel # 1208-01-01302.

Case # 2026 – 963087 – Autry 
Grading Inc, Parkton Twp. 
District 8. Consideration of 
an Amendment to an existing 
Special Use Permit, Deed BK: 
2187 PG: 561, to allow for the 
expansion of an existing mining 
pit in a Residential Agricultural 
District (R-A) on a combined 
58.62+/- acre tract more or 
less, located on 1830 Davis 
Bridge Rd; Submitted by Autry 
Grading Inc (Applicant/Owner); 
Tax Parcel # 1301-01-003, 
1302-01-00214.

A copy of this request is 
available for review at the office 
of the Clerk to the Board of
Commissioners, at 550 North 
Chestnut Street, City of 
Lumberton, North Carolina.

THIS the 1st day of April, 2026.

TAMMY S. FREEMAN, CLERK
ROBESON COUNTY BOARD
OF COMMISSIONERS 

4/8 4/15 2026

 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF ROBESON
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
COUNTY OF ROBESON, a 
political Subdivision of the 
State of North Carolina;                        
Plaintiff,                                   
VS. 
HEIRS OF FRED ROBERTS 
(DECEASED 05.09.1976) AND 
LUCILLE ROBERTS, AND 
HEIRS OF FRED ROBERTS, 
JR. (DECEASED 06.08.2019), 
HEIRS OF CLARA ROBERTS 
CULMER (DECEASED 
12.29.2013), HAYWOOD 
ROBERTS, PATRICIA A. 
ROBERTS, MARIA GANTT, 
FRED ROBERTS, III AND 
SPOUSES, IF ANY, AND if 
they be deceased then their 
legal representatives, heirs 
and assigns; and any and 
all other interested persons, 
whether sane or insane, 
adult or minor, in esse or en 
ventral sa mere, known or 
unknown, resident or non-
resident, live corporations or 
dissolved corporations, who 
might have or claim any right 
or title to the property which 
is the subject of this action;        
Defendants. 

NOTICE
Pursuant to the requirements of 
G.S. 105-375(c)(4)b, notice is 
hereby given to:
HEIRS OF FRED AND 
LUCILLE ROBERTS;  that a 
judgment of foreclosure will be 
docketed against the property 
described below on or after 
May 4, 2026.
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
PIN #370603013, PART OF 
LOTS 1 & 2 OF BLOCK CC, 
MAP #1 @ 75. CORNER OF 
HICKORY AND MCCORMICK.
Execution will be issued on the 
judgment, and the real property 
will be sold as provided by law.  
The tax lien, including interests 
and costs, may be paid before 
the judgment is docketed and at 
any time thereafter as allowed 
by law.
Robert Conner
Robeson County Tax 
Administrator

4/8 4/15 2026

 

LEGALS

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH 
CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
IN THE GENERAL COURT 

OF JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION

IN RE: JA’MERE THOMPSON, 
JUVENILE

TO: UNKNOWN FATHER

TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above entitled 
action. The nature of the relief 
sought is as follows:

For the Court to determine if 
the juvenile is a neglected as 
defined by N.C.G.S. 7B-101 
(15).

You will further take notice that 
the undersigned will appear 
before the Juvenile Court of 
Robeson County forty (40) 
days or more after this first date 
to such pleadings by said time, 
upon your failure to do so, the 
undersigned will apply to the 
Court for the relief sought.

If you are indigent, you are 
entitled to court appoint 
counsel. You may contact the 
Robeson County Clerk of 
District Court, Juvenile Division 
and request counsel.

This the 17th day of March, 
2026

Jose A. Coker
N.C. Bar No. 28478
The Charleston Group
Attorneys for Robeson County
Department of Social Services
Post Office Box 1762
Fayetteville, NC 28302-1762
Telephone No.: (910) 485-2500
Telecopier No.: (910) 485-2599

3/25 4/1 4/8 2026

 

Busy law office seeking Full 
Time Legal Assistant. Must be 
dependable, friendly, team-
player, and well-organized. 
Desired applicant will multi-
task, answer multi-line phone 
system and direct calls. Must 
be able to type 60+ words per 
minute. Excellent writing and 
analytical skills are a must. Must 
have your own transportation, 
as occasional errands are 
necessary. Must be able to 
keep work confidential. Desired 
applicant must be professional 
in appearance and manner. 
Bilingual (English/Spanish) 
applicants highly preferred. 
Proficiency in QuickBooks 
and Microsoft Office is a plus! 
Benefits and Vacation pay 
are available. Email resume 
with references to: andrea@
johnsonlawyers.net

4/8 4/15 4/22 4/29 2026

 

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH 
CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
IN THE GENERAL COURT 

OF JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION

IN RE: KHAIZA CUMMINGS, 
JUVENILE

TO:    UNKNOWN FATHER

TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above entitled 
action. The nature of the relief 
sought is as follows:

For the Court to determine if the 
juvenile is neglected as defined 
by N.C.G.S. 7B-101 (15).

You will further take notice that 
the undersigned will appear 
before the Juvenile Court of 
Robeson County forty (40) 
days or more after this first date 
to such pleadings by said time, 
upon your failure to do so, the 
undersigned will apply to the 
Court for the relief sought.

If you are indigent, you are 
entitled to court appoint 
counsel. You may contact the 
Robeson County Clerk of 
District Court, Juvenile Division 
and request counsel.

This the 23rd day of March, 
2026

Jose A. Coker
N.C. Bar No. 28478
The Charleston Group
Attorneys for Robeson County
Department of Social Services
Post Office Box 1762
Fayetteville, NC 28302-1762
Telephone No.: (910) 485-2500
Telecopier No.: (910) 485-2599

4/1 4/8 4/15 2026

 

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

AND DEBTORS OF
JACQUELYN SIMMS 

THOMPSON
DECEASED

FILE NUMBER
26 E 000023-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Administrators, 
of the Estate of JACQUELYN 
SIMMS THOMPSON, 
deceased, late of ROBESON 
COUNTY, this is to notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said 
estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 
29th day of JUNE 2026 or be 
barred from their recovery. All 
persons indebted to said estate 
are asked to please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.

This is the 25th day of MARCH 
2026.

ANGUS BOAZ
THOMPSON JR
2130 KENTUCKY CIR
LUMBERTON NC 28358

3/25 4/1 4/8 4/15 2026

 

LEGALS

IN THE GENERAL
COURT OF JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
ROBESON COUNTY,
NORTH CAROLINA

GARY ALLEN SCHWARZMAN 
II
vs.
WHITNEY NICOLE
SCHWARZMAN

FILE NO. 26 CV 000256-770

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

TO: WHITNEY NICOLE 
SCHWARZMAN

TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above-entitled 
action in Lumberton, Robeson 
County, North Carolina. The 
nature of relief being sought 
is as follows: Complaint for 
Absolute Divorce.

You are required to make 
defense to such pleading not 
later than the 4th day of May, 
2026, said date being forty (40) 
days from the first publication 
of this Notice, or from the date 
Complaint is required to be 
filed, whichever is later; and 
upon your failure to do so, the 
party seeking service against 
you will apply to the Court for 
the relief sought.

This 25th day of March 2026.

KEOSHA C. HUNT
Attorney for Plaintiff
THE LAW OFFICE OF 
KEOSHA HUNT, P.L.L.C.
319 North Elm Street
Lumberton, NC 28358
(910) 225-5242 Telephone 

3/25 4/1 4/8 2026

 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF ROBESON
COUNTY OF ROBESON, a 
political
Subdivision of the State of 
North Carolina;
Plaintiff,
VS.
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
)
)
)
NOTICE
)
HEIRS OF JOYCE DIANE 
EDWARDS MCRAE 
(DECEASED:) 04.09.2020),
AND
) )
If they be deceased then their 
legal representatives,) heirs 
and assigns; and any and all 
other interested) persons, 
whether sane or insane, adult 
or minor, in) esse or en ventral 
sa mere, known or unknown,) 
resident or non-resident, live 
corporations or dissolved) 
corporations, who might have 
or claim any right or title) to the 
property which is the subject of 
this action;
) )
Defendants.
Pursuant to the requirements of 
G.S. 105-375(c)(4)b, notice is 
hereby given to:
HEIRS OF JOYCE DIANE 
EDWARDS MCRAE 
(DECEASED: 04.09.2020)
AND
If they be deceased then their 
legal representatives, heirs and 
assigns; and any and all other 
interested persons, whether 
sane or insane, adult or minor, 
in esse or en ventral sa mere, 
known or unknown, resident or 
non- resident, live corporations 
or dissolved corporations, who 
might have or claim any right or 
title to the property which is the 
subject of this action;
2026.
That a judgment of foreclosure 
will be docketed against the 
property described below on or 
after May 15,
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
PARCEL #112001006
Maxton Township, Both Sides 
of NC HWY 83, 1.65 acres +/-
Ranch dwelling listed on 
property in average condition
2921 NC HWY 83, Maxton
PARCEL #112001008
Maxton Township, East Side of 
NC HWY 83
Vacant Land 0.69 acres +/-
Execution will be issued on the 
judgment, and the real property 
will be sold as provided by law. 
The tax lien, including interests 
and costs, may be paid before 
the judgment is docketed and at 
any time thereafter as allowed 
by law.
Robert Conner
Robeson County Tax 
Administrator

4/8 4/15 2026

 

In The General Court of Justice
Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk
Estate File # 26E000233-770
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
ROBESON COUNTY

EXECUTOR'S NOTICE
The undersigned having 
qualified as Executor of the 
Estate of LAWRENCE REECE 
BULLOCK, deceased, late 
of Robeson County, North 
Carolina, this is to notify all 
persons having claims against 
said estate to present them 
to the undersigned on or 
before the 18th day of June, 
2026, (which date is three 
months after the day of the 
first publication of this notice) 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All 
persons indebted to the estate 
will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
This the 18th day of March, 
2026.

Roy Lee Bullock
Executor of the Estate of
Lawrence Reece Bullock
c/o Sharon A. Keyes
Attorney at Law
2936 Breezewood Avenue, 
Suite 101
Fayetteville, North Carolina 
28303 

3/18 3/25 4/1 4/8 2026

 

LEGALS

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF ROBESON
COUNTY OF ROBESON, a 
political
Subdivision of the State of 
North Carolina;
VS.
Plaintiff,
HEIRS OF LUKE MCCROWRE 
(DECEASED 12/16/2019)) 
AND WIFE, JOSEPHINE 
MCCROWRE (DECEASED) 
01/21/2003), HEIRS OF 
RONALD MCCROWRE, SR.) 
(DECEASED 08/03/2022) AND 
WIFE, DIANE) MCCROWRE 
(DECEASED 2018), HEIRS OF 
JERRY ODELL) MCCROWRE 
(DECEASED 12/29/2004) 
AND THE TOWN) OF SAINT 
PAULS, NORTH CAROLINA, 
LIENHOLDER;
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE DISTRICT COURT 
DIVISION
FILE NO.: 25M001198-770
AMENDED
NOTICE OF SALE OF LAND 
UNDER EXECUTION
AND
If they be deceased then their 
legal representatives,) heirs 
and assigns; and any and all 
other interested) persons, 
whether sane or insane, adult 
or minor, in) esse or en ventral 
sa mere, known or unknown,) 
resident or non-resident, live 
corporations or dissolved) 
corporations, who might have 
or claim any right or title) to the 
property which is the subject of 
this action;
Defendants.
To the Clerk of the Superior 
Court of Robeson County:
By virtue of a certain execution 
directed to the undersigned 
from the Superior Court of 
Robeson County in the action 
entitled County of Robeson 
v. Heirs of Ronald McCrowre 
and wife, Diane McCrowre, this 
office will hold an execution 
sale pursuant to Article 29B of 
Chapter 1 of the NC General 
Statutes. Said sale will take 
place on April 21, 2026, at 
10:00 a.m. at the Robeson 
County Courthouse door, in 
the city of Lumberton, State of 
North Carolina. Said sale shall 
be to the highest bidder FOR 
CASH to satisfy the execution 
on the parcel of real property 
described following the name of 
the judgment debtor hereinafter 
set out.
The execution was issued 
pursuant to judgment duly 
recorded in the office of the 
Clerk of the Superior Court 
for Robeson County, and the 
execution is in the amount 
specified in this case and the 
description of the real estate, 
plus costs of sale, follows:
The following described 
property is located within the 
Town of St. Pauls, Robeson 
County, North Carolina and 
owned by the Heirs of Ronald 
McCrowre and wife, Diane 
McCrowre:
DESCRIPTION
PARCEL #381102040
LOT #4 F.R. KEITH PROPERTY 
- TOWN OF SAINT PAULS
312 KEITH STREET, SAINT 
PAULS, NC
OLD STYLE DWELLING ON 
PROPERTY LISTED IN POOR 
CONDITION - GRADE E The 
above tracts or parcels of land 
are subject to all right-of-way 
and easements of record.
The highest bidder at public 
sale shall be required to pay 
IN FULL the amount of the 
successful bid at the conclusion 
of the execution sale (subject 
to the confirmation of the 
sale as by law provided). The 
successful bid amount shall be 
paid in cash or certified funds 
(payable to Robeson County 
Tax Administration). Robeson 
County Tax Administration, in 
its discretion, determine and 
allow a reasonable time within 
which to deliver the successful 
bid amount to that office.
Amount due under judgment, 
including costs: $3,234.47.
The sale will be made subject 
to 2026 ad valorem taxes, any 
and all existing liens, and all 
outstanding taxes and all local 
improvement assessments 
against the above-described 
property not included in the 
judgment in the above-entitled 
cause.
In accordance with NCGS 105-
375(i) this Notice of Sale has 
been sent to the taxpayer and 
any lienholder(s) of record by 
first class and Certified Mail, 
Return Receipt Requested; and 
will be posted on the property. 
The Notice of Sale will be 
published as required by NCGS 
1-339.52.
This 20th day of March, 2026.
Deidre Howell
Deidre Howell, Deputy Sheriff
Robeson County
Badge No.: 501

4/8 4/15 2026

 

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

AND DEBTORS OF
DENISE MICHELLE

BRITT ALLEN
DECEASED

FILE NUMBER
26 E 000304-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Administrators, 
of the Estate of DENISE 
MICHELLE BRITT ALLEN 
deceased, late of ROBESON 
COUNTY, this is to notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said 
estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 
29th day of JUNE 2026 or be 
barred from their recovery. All 
persons indebted to said estate 
are asked to please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.

This the 25th day of MARCH 
2026.

LESTER MITCHELL ALLEN
239 CEMETERY STREET
PARKTON NC 28371

3/25 4/1 4/8 4/15 2026

 

LEGALS

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF ROBESON
COUNTY OF ROBESON, a 
political
)
Subdivision of the State of 
North Carolina; )
Plaintiff,
VS.
)
HEIRS OF ORIE MCGEE 
(DECEASED) 06/15/2005) 
AND WIFE, ELLA L. MCGEE
)
)
AND
If they be deceased then their 
legal) representatives, heirs 
and assigns; and any) and 
all other interested persons, 
whether) sane or insane, adult 
or minor, in esse or en) ventral 
sa mere, known or unknown, 
resident) or non-resident, live 
corporations or dissolved) 
corporations, who might have 
or claim any) right or title to the 
property which is the) subject of 
this action;
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
FILE NO.: 25M001202-770
AMENDED
NOTICE OF SALE OF LAND 
UNDER EXECUTION
Defendants.
To the Clerk of the Superior 
Court of Robeson County:
By virtue of a certain execution 
directed to the undersigned 
from the Superior Court of 
Robeson County in the action 
entitled County of Robeson 
v. Heirs of Orie McGee, this 
office will hold an execution 
sale pursuant to Article 29B of 
Chapter 1 of the NC General 
Statutes. Said sale will take 
place on April 21, 2026, at 
10:00 a.m. at the Robeson 
County Courthouse door, in 
the city of Lumberton, State of 
North Carolina. Said sale shall 
be to the highest bidder FOR 
CASH to satisfy the execution 
on the parcel of real property 
described following the name of 
the judgment debtor hereinafter 
set out.
The execution was issued 
pursuant to judgment duly 
recorded in the office of the 
Clerk of the Superior Court 
for Robeson County, and the 
execution is in the amount 
specified in this case and the 
description of the real estate, 
plus costs of sale, follows:
The following described 
property is located within 
East Howellsville Township, 
Robeson County, North 
Carolina and owned by the 
Heirs of Orie McGee:
DESCRIPTION
PARCEL #070502020
East of SR #1955 and North 
of SR #1959 - Regan Church 
Road/Grant Street Vacant 
Woodland -3.0 acres +/-
Grant Street, Lumberton
The above tracts or parcels of 
land are subject to all right-of-
way and easements of record.
The highest bidder at public 
sale shall be required to pay 
IN FULL the amount of the 
successful bid at the conclusion 
of the execution sale (subject 
to the confirmation of the 
sale as by law provided). The 
successful bid amount shall be 
paid in cash or certified funds 
(payable to Robeson County 
Tax Administration). Robeson 
County Tax Administration, in 
its discretion, determine and 
allow a reasonable time within 
which to deliver the successful 
bid amount to that office.
Amount due under judgment, 
including costs: $1,438.10.
The sale will be made subject 
to 2026 ad valorem taxes, any 
and all existing liens, and all 
outstanding taxes and all local 
improvement assessments 
against the above-described 
property not included in the 
judgment in the above-entitled 
cause.
In accordance with NCGS 105-
375(i) this Notice of Sale has 
been sent to the taxpayer and 
any lienholder(s) of record by 
first class and Certified Mail, 
Return Receipt Requested; and 
will be posted on the property. 
The Notice of Sale will be 
published as required by NCGS 
1-339.52.
This 20th day of March, 2026.
Deidre Howel
Deidre Howell, Deputy Sheriff
Robeson County
Badge No.: 501

4/8 4/15 2026

 

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

AND DEBTORS OF
JERREL ANN

RICHARDSON LENNON
DECEASED

FILE NUMBER:
26 E 000286-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Administrators, of 
the Estate of JERREL ANN
RICHARDSON LENNON, 
deceased, late of ROBESON 
COUNTY, this is to notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said 
estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 
13th day of JULY 2026 or be 
barred from their recovery. All 
persons indebted to said estate 
are asked to please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.

This is the 8th day of APRIL 
2026.

RHONDA L BRUCE
EXECUTOR
65 VOLLIE DR
LUMBERTON NC 28360

GLORA L HUNT HARDIN
CO-EXECUTOR
P.O. BOX 1143
LUMBERTON NC 28359

4/8 4/15 4/22 4/29 2026

 

LEGALS

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF ROBESON
COUNTY OF ROBESON, a 
political
Subdivision of the State of 
North Carolina;
Plaintiff,
VS.
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE DISTRICT COURT 
DIVISION
FILE NO.: 25M001200-770
HEIRS OF TIMOTHY MICHAEL 
VERNON (DECEASED) 
12/13/2016);
AMENDED
NOTICE OF SALE OF LAND 
UNDER EXECUTION
AND
If they be deceased then their 
legal representatives,) heirs 
and assigns; and any and all 
other interested) persons, 
whether sane or insane, adult 
or minor, in) esse or en ventral 
sa mere, known or unknown,) 
resident or non-resident, live 
corporations or dissolved) 
corporations, who might have 
or claim any right or title) to the 
property which is the subject of 
this action;
Defendants.
)
To the Clerk of the Superior 
Court of Robeson County:
By virtue of a certain execution 
directed to the undersigned 
from the Superior Court of 
Robeson County in the action 
entitled County of Robeson 
v. Heirs of Timothy Michael 
Vernon, this office will hold 
an execution sale pursuant to 
Article 29B of Chapter 1 of the 
NC General Statutes. Said sale 
will take place on April 21, 2026, 
at 10:00 a.m. at the Robeson 
County Courthouse door, in 
the city of Lumberton, State of 
North Carolina. Said sale shall 
be to the highest bidder FOR 
CASH to satisfy the execution 
on the parcel of real property 
described following the name of 
the judgment debtor hereinafter 
set out.
The execution was issued 
pursuant to judgment duly 
recorded in the office of the 
Clerk of the Superior Court 
for Robeson County, and the 
execution is in the amount 
specified in this case and the 
description of the real estate, 
plus costs of sale, follows:
The following described 
property is located within 
Smyrna Township, Robeson 
County, North Carolina and 
owned by the Heirs of Timothy 
Michael Vernon:
DESCRIPTION
PARCEL #240103002021
SOUTH OF AND ADJACENT 
TO SR #2208, SMYRNA 
TOWNSHIP
282 WIRE GRASS ROAD, 
LUMBERTON - 1.57 acres +/- 
SINGLEWIDE MOBILE HOME 
W/ADDITION - GRADE C-
The above tracts or parcels of 
land are subject to all right-of-
way and easements of record.
The highest bidder at public 
sale shall be required to pay 
IN FULL the amount of the 
successful bid at the conclusion 
of the execution sale (subject 
to the confirmation of the 
sale as by law provided). The 
successful bid amount shall be 
paid in cash or certified funds 
(payable to Robeson County 
Tax Administration). Robeson 
County Tax Administration, in 
its discretion, determine and 
allow a reasonable time within 
which to deliver the successful 
bid amount to that office.
Amount due under judgment, 
including costs: $3,360.39.
The sale will be made subject 
to 2026 ad valorem taxes, any 
and all existing liens, and all 
outstanding taxes and all local 
improvement assessments 
against the above-described 
property not included in the 
judgment in the above-entitled 
cause.
In accordance with NCGS 105-
375(i) this Notice of Sale has 
been sent to the taxpayer and 
any lienholder(s) of record by 
first class and Certified Mail, 
Return Receipt Requested; and 
will be posted on the property. 
The Notice of Sale will be 
published as required by NCGS 
1-339.52.
This 20th day of March, 2026.
Deidre Howell, Deputy Sheriff 
Robeson County
Badge No.: 501

4/8 4/15 2026

 

 NORTH CAROLINA
ROBESON COUNTY
IN THE GENERAL

COURT OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COUT DIVISION

BEFORE THE CLERK
FILE NUMBER:
26 E 000182-770

EXECUTOR'S NOTICE

In the Matter of the Estate of

HEAVERD DOBBER
OXENDINE, JR.

Deceased.

The undersigned, having 
qualified as Executor of the 
Estate of Heaverd Dobber 
Oxendine, Jr. deceased, late 
of Robeson County, North 
Carolina, this is to notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said 
Estate to present them to the 
undersigned on or before July 
1, 2026 (which is three (3) 
months after the day of the first 
publication of this notice), or 
this notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery. All persons, 
firms and corporations indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.

THIS the 1st day of April, 2026.

Melissa Oxendine, Executor of 
the Estate of Heaverd Dobber 
Oxendine, Jr., Deceased
c/o J. Thomas Neville
Yarborough, Winters &
Neville, P.A.
P.O. Box 705
Fayetteville, NC 28302-0705 

4/1 4/8 4/15 4/22 2026
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Notices

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
to Provide Housing and Home Improvement Supplies

 
The public will take notice that the Lumber River Council of Governments 
(hereinafter “LRCOG”) of Pembroke, North Carolina will accept proposals for 
Housing and Home Improvement Supplies for its facility for Fiscal Years 2026-
2027 and 2027-2028, until April 30, 2026, at 3:00p.m.  Sealed proposals should 
be addressed to Lumber River Council of Governments, RFP: Housing and Home 
Improvement Supplies, 30 CJ Walker Road, Pembroke, NC 28372 and may be 
hand delivered by the date and time due or sent by mail to the above-referenced 
address.
 
Proposals received after the above cited time will be considered a late bid 
and are not acceptable.
 
Interested parties may obtain a complete description of the Housing and Home 
Improvement Supplies from the LRCOG anytime between Monday thru Thursday, 
8:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m., Friday 8:30a.m. until 1p.m., except holidays. Any 
contract(s) resulting from proposals received shall be awarded to the person(s) or 
entities that submit the best overall proposal(s) as determined by the LRCOG. The 
following factors will be considered in awarding the contracts:
 
Value (quality vs. number of components);
Overall impression of the proposal;
Durability and Warranty;
Price
 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, the LRCOG reserves the right to reject any or all 
proposals.

LEGALS

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF ROBESON
COUNTY OF ROBESON, a 
political
Subdivision of the State of 
North Carolina;
Plaintiff,
VS.
HEIRS OF MYRTLE ZEIGLER 
BANKS (DECEASED:) 
09.02.2015),
AND
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
)
)
)
NOTICE
)
If they be deceased then their 
legal representatives,) heirs 
and assigns; and any and all 
other interested) persons, 
whether sane or insane, adult 
or minor, in) esse or en ventral 
sa mere, known or unknown,) 
resident or non-resident, live 
corporations or dissolved) 
corporations, who might have 
or claim any right or title) to the 
property which is the subject of 
this action;
) )
Defendants.
Pursuant to the requirements of 
G.S. 105-375(c)(4)b, notice is 
hereby given to:
MYRTLE ZEIGLER BANKS 
(DECEASED: 09.02.2015)
AND
If they be deceased then their 
legal representatives, heirs and 
assigns; and any and all other 
interested persons, whether 
sane or insane, adult or minor, 
in esse or en ventral sa mere, 
known or unknown, resident or 
non- resident, live corporations 
or dissolved corporations, who 
might have or claim any right or 
title to the property which is the 
subject of this action;
2026.
That a judgment of foreclosure 
will be docketed against the 
property described below on or 
after May 15,
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
PARCEL #110401082
Maxton Township, Lot 7 Lincoln 
Park
Vacant Land
0.090 acres +/-
Execution will be issued on the 
judgment, and the real property 
will be sold as provided by law. 
The tax lien, including interests 
and costs, may be paid before 
the judgment is docketed and at 
any time thereafter as allowed 
by law.
Robert Conner
Robeson County Tax 
Administrator

4/8 4/15 2026

 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF ROBESON
COUNTY OF ROBESON, a 
political
Subdivision of the State of 
North Carolina;
VS.
VERA LOCKLEAR LINDSEY,
Plaintiff,
AND
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE DISTRICT COURT 
DIVISION
)
NOTICE
If they be deceased then their 
legal representatives,) heirs 
and assigns; and any and all 
other interested) persons, 
whether sane or insane, adult 
or minor, in) esse or en ventral 
sa mere, known or unknown,) 
resident or non-resident, live 
corporations or dissolved) 
corporations, who might have 
or claim any right or title) to the 
property which is the subject of 
this action;
Defendants.
)
) )
Pursuant to the requirements of 
G.S. 105-375(c)(4)b, notice is 
hereby given to:
VERA LOCKLEAR LINDSEY
AND
If they be deceased then their 
legal representatives, heirs and 
assigns; and any and all other 
interested persons, whether 
sane or insane, adult or minor, 
in esse or en ventral sa mere, 
known or unknown, resident or 
non- resident, live corporations 
or dissolved corporations, who 
might have or claim any right or 
title to the property which is the 
subject of this action;
2026.
That a judgment of foreclosure 
will be docketed against the 
property described below on or 
after May 15,
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
PARCEL #16050103202
Raft Swamp Township, East 
Side of SR #1573 Utility Building 
Frame listed on property
494 Beam Road, Lumberton 
1.0 acres +/-
Execution will be issued on the 
judgment, and the real property 
will be sold as provided by law. 
The tax lien, including interests 
and costs, may be paid before 
the judgment is docketed and at 
any time thereafter as allowed 
by law.
Robert Conner
Robeson County Tax 
Administrator

4/8 4/15 2026

 

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

AND DEBTORS OF
BERTHA CAROL LOCKLEAR

DECEASED
FILE NUMBER

25 E 002166-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Administrators, of 
the Estate of BERTHA CAROL 
LOCKLEAR, deceased, late of 
ROBESON COUNTY, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on or 
before the 3rd day of July 2026 
or be barred from their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said 
estate are asked to please 
make immediate payment to 
the undersigned.

This is the 1st day of APRIL 
2026

KENNETH LOCKLEAR
1668 MIDWAY RD
MAXTON NC 28364

4/1 4/8 4/15 4/22 2026

 

LEGALS

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

AND DEBTORS OF
BETTY ARNETTE TART

DECEASED
FILE NUMBER

26 E 000270-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Administrators, of 
the Estate of BETTY ARNETTE 
TART, deceased, late of 
ROBESON COUNTY, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on or 
before the 22nd day of JUNE 
2026 or be barred from their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate are asked 
to please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.

This is the 18th day of MARCH 
2026.

BETTY CAROLYN TART
776 E ARMFIELD ST
P.O. BOX 775
SAINT PAULS NC 28384

3/18 3/25 4/1 4/8 2026

 

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

AND DEBTORS OF
BOBBY RAY CREECH

DECEASED
FILE NUMBER:
25 E 001315-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Executor, of 
the Estate of BOBBY RAY 
CREECH, deceased, late of 
ROBESON COUNTY, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on or 
before the 8th day of JULY 2026 
or be barred from their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said 
estate are asked to please 
make immediate payment to 
the undersigned.

This is the 8th day of APRIL 
2026.

VICTORIA LYNN SUTTON,
EXECUTOR
c/o RORY C EDDINGS,
ATTORNEY
P.O. BOX 10415
GOLDSBORO NC 27532
(919) 759-0455

4/8 4/15 4/22 4/29 2026

 

Notice to Creditors
File Number:

26 E 000098-770

Having qualified as the Personal 
Representative of the Estate 
of CHARLES FREEMAN, late 
of Robeson County, North 
Carolina, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 
said decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned in care of the 
attorney for the estate, Sonya 
Linton, Magnolia Legal, 3001 
Academy Rd., Ste 120 Durham, 
NC 27707, on or before the 30th 
day of June, 2026, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.

This is 1st day of day of April 
2026.

Charles Freeman
Personal Representative

Attorney for Estate:

Sonya Linton
3001 Academy Rd., Ste 120
Durham, NC 27707

4/1 4/8 4/15 4/22 2026

 

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

AND DEBTORS OF
DELLA REE HAMMONDS

DECEASED
FILE NUMBER

25 E 001248-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Administrators, 
of the Estate of DELLA REE 
HAMMONDS, deceased, late 
of ROBESON COUNTY, this 
is to notify all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against said estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on 
or before the 3rd day of JULY 
2026 or be barred from their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate are asked 
to please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.

This is the 1st day of APRIL 
2026

JAMES ALLEN HAMMONDS
824 ISLAND GROVE ROAD
MAXTON NC 28364

4/1 4/8 4/15 4/22 2026

 

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

AND DEBTORS OF
DOROTHY THOMPSON

DECEASED
FILE NUMBER

25 E 001676-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Administrators, 
of the Estate of DOROTHY 
THOMPSON, deceased, late 
of ROBESON COUNTY, this 
is to notify all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against said estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on or 
before the 29th day of JUNE 
2026 or be barred from their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate are asked 
to please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.

This is the 25th day of MARCH 
2026

GENE B THOMPSON
4581 W MCDUFFIE
CROSSING RD
LUMBERTON NC 28360

3/25 4/1 4/8 4/15 2026
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STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

AND DEBTORS OF
EVA GRAY IVEY PAGE

DECEASED
FILE NUMBER

25 E 001713-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Administrators, 
of the Estate of EVA GRAY 
IVEY PAGE, deceased, late of 
ROBESON COUNTY, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on or 
before the 29th day of JUNE 
2026 or be barred from their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate are asked 
to please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.

This is the 25th day of MARCH 
2026.

DEVIN LEE ATKINSON
172 MISTLETOW DRIVE
ORRUM NC 28369

3/25 4/1 4/8 4/15 2026

 

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

AND DEBTORS OF
LINDA SUE GREER

DECEASED
FILE NUMBER

26 E 000170-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Executor, of the 
Estate of LINDA SUE GREER, 
deceased, late of ROBESON 
COUNTY, this is to notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said 
estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 
3rd day of JULY 2026 or be 
barred from their recovery. All 
persons indebted to said estate 
are asked to please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.

This is the 1st day of APRIL 
2026

MELISSA GREER METCALF
934 GENTRY RD
MAXTON NC 28364

4/1 4/8 4/15 4/22 2026

 

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

AND DEBTORS OF
MARTHA LEE CREECH

DECEASED
FILE NUMBER:
26 E 000320-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Executor, of the 
Estate of MARTHA LEE
CREECH, deceased, late of 
ROBESON COUNTY, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on or 
before the 8th day of JULY 2026 
or be barred from their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said 
estate are asked to please 
make immediate payment to 
the undersigned.

This is the 8th day of APRIL 
2026.

VICTORIA LYNN SUTTON
EXECUTOR
c/o RORY C EDDINGS,
ATTORNEY
P.O. BOX 10415
GOLDSBORO NC 27532
(919) 759-0455

4/8 4/15 4/22 4/29 2026

 

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

AND DEBTORS OF
MARY STEPHENS

MCKINNON
DECEASED

FILE NUMBER
26 E 000212-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Executor, of the 
Estate of MARY STEPHENS 
MCKINNON, deceased, late 
of ROBESON COUNTY, this 
is to notify all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against said estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on or 
before the 22nd day of JUNE 
2026 or be barred from their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate are asked 
to please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.

This is the 18th day of MARCH 
2026.

DELANOR DELANE
MCKINNON
4106 SUNSET RIDGE DRIVE
ROCK HILL SC 29732

3/18 3/25 4/1 4/8 2026

 

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

AND DEBTORS OF
SHIRLEY MILLER PRICE

DECEASED
FILE NUMBER

26 E 000143-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Executor, of the 
Estate of SHIRLEY MILLER 
PRICE, deceased, late of 
ROBESON COUNTY, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on 
or before the 3rd day of JULY 
2026 or be barred from their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate are asked 
to please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.

This is the 1st day of APRIL 
2026

SHARON P WILLIAMS
2218 GADDYS MILL RD
HAMER SC 29547
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LEGALS

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH 
CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
IN THE GENERAL COURT 

OF JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION

IN RE: PAISLEY BLANKS, 
JUVENILE
TRISTAN BLANKS, 
JUVENILE

TO: UNKNOWN FATHER

TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above entitled 
action. The nature of the relief 
sought is as follows:

For the Court to determine if 
the juveniles is neglected as 
defined by N.C.G.S. 7B-101 
(15).

You will further take notice that 
the undersigned will appear 
before the Juvenile Court of 
Robeson County forty (40) 
days or more after this first date 
to such pleadings by said time, 
upon your failure to do so, the 
undersigned will apply to the 
Court for the relief sought.

If you are indigent, you are 
entitled to court appoint 
counsel. You may contact the 
Robeson County Clerk of 
District Court, Juvenile Division 
and request counsel.

This the 17th day of March, 
2026

Jose A. Coker
N.C. Bar No. 28478
The Charleston Group
Attorneys for Robeson County
Department of Social Services
Post Office Box 1762
Fayetteville, NC 28302-1762
Telephone No.: (910) 485-2500
Telecopier No.: (910) 485-2599

3/25 4/1 4/8 2026

 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF KIMBERLEE 

ANN PERNO
FILE NO. 26E000267-770

ALL PERSONS, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against Kimberlee Ann Perno, 
deceased, of Robeson County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before June 18th, 2026, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment. 
This the 18th day of March, 
2026. Katelynn Rose Perno, 
Administrator of the Estate 
of Kimberlee Ann Perno, c/o 
Jessica Mantekas, Attorney, 
1255 Crescent Green, Suite 
200, Cary, NC 27518.

3/18 3/25 4/1 4/8 2026

 

LEGALS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

The Robeson County Board 
of Zoning Adjustment will 
hold a public hearing at 5:00 
o'clock p.m. on Monday, April 
20, 2026 in the Robeson 
County Administration Center, 
550 North Chestnut Street, in 
the City of Lumberton, North 
Carolina. The purpose of this 
hearing is to consider the 
following requests:

I
Case # 2026 – 964081– Dora 
Alicia Alanis Rodriguez & Hsb. 
Lubin Hinojosa Martinez, St. 
Paul’s Township, District 8. 
Consideration of a Variance 
of Robeson County Zoning 
Ordinance Section 3.6 (d) 
requiring a minimum 15’feet 
side yard setback. The purpose 
for this Variance is to allow 
for the placement of a single-
family dwelling on a 0.61+/- 
acre tract, more or less, in a 
Residential Agricultural District 
(R-A), located at 1839 W Great 
Marsh Church Rd; submitted by 
Dora Alicia Alanis Rodriguez & 
Hsb. Lubin Hinojosa Martinez 
(Applicant/Owner). Tax Parcel # 
2118-02-00608.

Case # 2026 – 963645– 
Christopher Sampson, 
Maxton Township, District 2. 
Consideration of a Variance 
of Robeson County Zoning 
Ordinance Section 3.6 (a) 
requiring twenty thousand 
(20,000) square feet minimum 
required lot area per dwelling 
unit. The purpose for this 
Variance is to allow for the 
placement of a single-family 
dwelling on a 1.20+/- acre tract, 
more or less, out of a 8.18+/- 
acre tract, more or less, in a 
Residential Agricultural District 
(R-A), located at 1528 E Martin 
Luther King Drive; submitted 
by Christopher Sampson 
(Applicant/Owner). Tax Parcel # 
1106-02-00305.

A copy of this request is 
available for review at the office 
of the Clerk to the Board of
Commissioners, at 550 North 
Chestnut Street, City of 
Lumberton, North Carolina.

THIS the 1st day of April, 2026.

JAMES L. LOCKLEAR,CLERK
ROBESON COUNTY BOARD
OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
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Help Wanted General

Robeson Community
College

Director of Small Business
Center

Minimum Qualifications:

Bachelorʼs degree in Business
or a Business Related field is
required. A masterʼs in Busi-
ness Administration is pre-
ferred. A minimum of four (4)
yearsʼ experience in a busi-
ness commerce, or finance
field in a public or private set-
ting is required. Must be able
to demonstrate ability to re-
search, organize, and write
business plans and related
small business documents.

For a list of duties and to ap-
ply, visit www.robeson.edu/hr
or contact Human Resources
at hr@robeson.edu.

Deadline for applications:
April 17, 2026

ROBESON COMMUNITY
COLLEGE IS AN

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
EMPLOYER

Robeson Community
College

Program Director, Social and
Human Services Technology

Are you a passionate educator
and leader committed to stu-
dent success? Join our team
as a Program Director for So-
cial and Human Services
Technology and help shape
the next generation of profes-
sionals in a dynamic, student-
centered environment.

In this role, youʼll provide lead-
ership for academic programs,
ensuring high-quality instruc-
tion, relevant curriculum, and
strong student outcomes.
Youʼll teach courses, guide
faculty, and collaborate across
departments to support recruit-
ment, retention, and career
readiness.

For a list of duties and to ap-
ply, visit www.robeson.edu/hr
or contact Human Resources
at hr@robeson.edu.

Deadline for applications:
April 10, 2026

ROBESON COMMUNITY
COLLEGE IS AN

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
EMPLOYER

Help Wanted General

Robeson Community
College

Program Director, Social and
Human Services Technology

Are you a passionate educator
and leader committed to stu-
dent success? Join our team
as a Program Director for So-
cial and Human Services
Technology and help shape
the next generation of profes-
sionals in a dynamic, student-
centered environment.

In this role, youʼll provide lead-
ership for academic programs,
ensuring high-quality instruc-
tion, relevant curriculum, and
strong student outcomes.
Youʼll teach courses, guide
faculty, and collaborate across
departments to support recruit-
ment, retention, and career
readiness.

For a list of duties and to ap-
ply, visit www.robeson.edu/hr
or contact Human Resources
at hr@robeson.edu.

Deadline for applications:
April 10, 2026

ROBESON COMMUNITY
COLLEGE IS AN

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
EMPLOYER

Robeson Community
College

Vice President of Student
Services

Minimum Qualifications:

A masterʼs degree in Educa-
tion, Educational Administra-
tion, or a related field from a
regionally accredited institu-
tion is required. Candidates
must have at least five years of
progressively responsible lead-
ership experience, including
oversight of multiple depart-
ments or programs within high-
er education or a related field.
Demonstrated leadership abil-
ity and a minimum of five years
of administrative experience
are essential.

Candidates should demon-
strate strong critical thinking
skills, resourcefulness, and ex-
cellent written and verbal com-
munication abilities. A proven
ability to effectively lead and
supervise staff is required,
along with a solid understand-
ing of data-driven decision-
making. Applicants should
align with the collegeʼs vision
of transforming lives through
high quality education, dynam-
ic learning experiences, and a
strong commitment to service.
Proficiency in computer applic-
ations, including database sys-
tems (such as Colleague) and
Microsoft Office, is required.
For a list of duties and to ap-
ply, visit www.robeson.edu/hr
or contact Human Resources
at hr@robeson.edu.

Deadline for applications:
April 10, 2026

ROBESON COMMUNITY
COLLEGE IS AN

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
EMPLOYER

Apartments/Townhouses

Apply Today! Lafayette Park
Apartments in Fayetteville, NC
is now accepting applications
for 3-bedroom units, waiting list
for 1 bdrm and 2 bdrm units.
Amenities include washer/dry-
er hook ups, spacious closets,
and energy efficient appli-
ances. Visit us at 3510 Monu-
ment Dr or call (910) 263-8248
for more info. Must meet all eli-
gibility requirements. $25 app
fee. Handicap accessible units
subject to availability. Equal
Housing Opportunity. Profes-
sionally managed by Partner-
ship Property Management

Want to Rent

ROOMMATE WANTED!
Call Chris at

910.738.4702

STATEWIDE ADS

Home Improvement
No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is
backed by a no-clog guaran-
tee and lifetime transferrable
warranty. Call today 1-877-
649-1190 to schedule a FREE
inspection and no obligation
estimate. Get 15% off your en-
tire order. Plus, Military & Seni-
ors get an additional 10% off.
Limited time only. Restrictions
apply, see representative for
warranty and offer details.

Miscellaneous
We Buy Houses for Cash AS-
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy process: Call,
get cash offer and get paid.
Call today for your fair cash of-
fer: 1-919-925-6362.

Miscellaneous
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP
& RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to
major damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals do
complete repairs to protect
your family and your home's
value! Call 24/7: 1-833-928-
1861. Have zip code of ser-
vice location ready when you
call!

Miscellaneous
We Buy Vintage Guitar's!
Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epi-
phone, Guild, Mosrite, Ricken-
backer, Prairie State, D'An-
gelico, Stromberg. And Gib-
son Mandolins / Banjos. These
brands only! Call for a quote:
1-833-641-6577

Miscellaneous
Donate your car today, run-
ning or not. Support Patriotic
Hearts for our Veterans and
their Families! Free fast
pickup. May be tax deductable.
Se habla Español. Call now:
877-317-3360

Miscellaneous
Get a High Quality, Modern
Design bath or shower trans-
formation in as little as One
Day. $0 Down, $0 Installation,
$0 Payments for 12 months!
Call: 1-877-243-7050.

Miscellaneous
Denied Social Security Disabil-
ity? Appeal! If you're 50+, filed
SSD and denied, our attor-
neys can help! Win or Pay
Nothing! Strong, recent work
history needed. 877-553-0252
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC
Principal Office: 224 Adams
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

Miscellaneous
Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and se-
cure a generous tax credit for
2025. Call Heritage for the
Blind Today at 1-855-869-7055
today!

Miscellaneous
BEHIND ON YOUR MORT-
GAGE PAYMENTS?
Threatened with foreclosure?
Denied a loan modification?
Let us help! Call the
Homeowner Relief Line to
speak with a mortgage special-
ist 844-492-0883

Sale
Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net! Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call
Today! 1-877-920-7405

Time Share
Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Ex-
perts.
Over $50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees cancelled
in 2019. Get free informational
package and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450 posit-
ive reviews. Call 844-213-6711

online

mobile

in print
YOUR LOCAL NEWS. 

YOUR WAY.
To fi nd out more, call or go 
online and subscribe today!



Sam Mednick and Samy Magdy
Associated Press

TEL AVIV, Israel — Aid groups are warning that 
the war in the Middle East has upended their ability 
to get food and medicine to millions of people around 
the world in need, and that the suffering will deepen 
if the violence continues.

Not only has the confl ict cut off vital shipping 
routes, creating a global energy crisis, it’s also dis-
rupting supply chains for aid groups, forcing them to 
use costlier, more time-consuming routes.

Key pathways such as the Strait of Hormuz have 
been effectively shuttered and routes from strate-
gic hubs such as Dubai, Doha and Abu Dhabi have 
also been impacted. Transport costs have spiked 
with higher fuel and insurance rates, meaning less 
supplies can be delivered with the same amount of 
money.

The World Food Program says it has tens of 
thousands of metric tons of food heavily delayed in 
transit. The International Rescue Committee has 
$130,000 worth of pharmaceuticals intended for war-
torn Sudan stranded in Dubai and nearly 670 boxes 
of therapeutic food meant for severely malnourished 
children in Somalia stuck in India. The U.N. Popula-
tion Fund says it’s delayed sending equipment to 16 
countries.

Steep U.S. cuts to foreign aid already had hobbled 
many aid groups, who say the war is exacerbating 
the problem.

The United Nations says this is the most signifi -
cant supply chain disruption since COVID, with up 
to a 20% cost increase on shipments and delays as 
goods are rerouted. And the war is creating new 
emergencies, such as in Iran, and also in Lebanon 
where at least one million people have been dis-
placed.

“The war on Iran and disruption to the Strait 
of Hormuz risk pushing humanitarian operations 
beyond their limits,” said Madiha Raza, associate 
director for public affairs and communications for 
Africa for the International Rescue Committee.

Even when the fi ghting stops, the shock to global 
supply chains could continue to delay lifesaving aid 
for months, she said.

Longer and more costly routes
The war has forced organizations to fi nd new ways 

to transport goods, with some bypassing the Strait 
of Hormuz and the Suez Canal and rerouting vessels 
around Africa, adding weeks to the delivery.

Others are using a hybrid of methods, including 
land, sea and air, increasing costs.

Jean-Cedric Meeus, chief of global transport and 
logistics for UNICEF, said his agency is using a mix 
of land and air routes to send vaccines to Nigeria and 
Iran in order to get them there in time for the vacci-
nation campaigns, but the costs have soared.

Before the war, UNICEF sent vaccines to Iran by 
plane directly from vendors around the world. Now 
it’s fl ying the vaccines to Turkey and driving them 
into Iran, which has increased costs by 20% and has 
added 10 days to the delivery time, he said.

Save the Children International, which would nor-
mally send supplies by ocean freight from Dubai to 
Port Sudan, will now have to truck the goods from 
Dubai through Saudi Arabia and then by barge across 
the Red Sea, it said. The route adds 10 days and 
increases costs by about 25%, at a time when over 
19 million Sudanese face acute food insecurity. The 
delay puts more than 90 primary health care facilities 
across Sudan at risk of running out of essential medi-
cines, it said.

The spike in prices also means organizations have 
to choose what to prioritize.

“In the end, you sacrifi ce either the number of chil-
dren that you serve … or you sacrifi ce the number of 
items that you can afford to buy,” said Janti Soeripto, 
president of Save the Children for the United States. 
The group said it has stockpiles in countries where it 
works but some of those could run out within weeks.

Rising costs are also impacting people’s ability to 
seek help within their countries.

Doctors Without Borders said rising fuel prices 
across Somalia — where some 6.5 million people are 
experiencing acute food insecurity — have driven up 
transport and food costs, making it harder for people 
to get care. In Nigeria, the IRC says fuel prices have 
surged by 50% and clinics are struggling to power 
equipment, such as generators and mobile health 
teams have scaled back operations.

Hunger crisis could deepen
One of the biggest concerns is the impact the war 

will have on global hunger.
WFP warns that if the confl ict continues through 

June, 45 million more people will be acutely hungry, 
adding to nearly 320 million people facing hunger 
around the world.

Some 30% of the world’s fertilizer comes through 
the Strait of Hormuz and with planting season ahead 
in areas like East Africa and South Asia, small farm-
ers in poor countries will be hard hit. Sudan imports 
more than half its fertilizer from the Gulf and Kenya 
approximately 40% from there, aid groups say.

The U.N. secretary-general has established a task 
force to facilitate fertilizer trade — modeled on the 
Black Sea Grain Initiative. But aid groups say that 
won’t be enough. If there’s no ceasefi re, governments 
need to provide more funding for organizations to 
respond to the rising costs, they say.

the future of downtown 
Lumberton.”

This year’s concerts 
will begin earlier in the 
month than in previous 
years, in the hopes of hav-
ing fewer concerts hap-
pen in the rain. 

“By the end of June, 
it’s extremely hot,” said 
Dencie Lambdin, chair 
of the Main Street Advi-
sory Board, “and we 
have thunderstorms to 
contend with, which shut 
down the concerts.”

“Last year, we experi-
enced several thunder-
storms and rain during 
many of our concerts, 
which impacted atten-
dance and the overall 
experience,” Ward said. 
“Moving the schedule 
earlier helps us avoid 
peak summer storms and 
heat, allowing families, 
visitors and downtown 
businesses to fully enjoy 
the event. It’s a strategic 

shift to make Alive After 
5 more comfortable, reli-
able and well-attended.”

The fi rst three concerts 
will run on back-to-back 
Thursdays, with The 
Tams and The Band of 
Oz performing on May 
21 and 28, respectively, 
after the Sand Band’s 
opening performance the 
week prior. The fi nal two 
performances will be the 
Blackwater Band on June 
4 and J&C on June 11.

Concerts will run from 
6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on 
each date. A pre-show DJ 
will begin playing music 
at 5:30 p.m.

Each concert will 
feature a variety of food 
trucks for attendees to 
peruse, along with a Kidz 
Corner, sponsored by 
local nonprofi ts, where 
children can participate 
in activities and games 
throughout the evening.

“Alive After 5 has really 
evolved into a full family-
friendly experience,” 
Ward said. “While live 
music is still the center-
piece, we’ve intentionally 

expanded the event to 
include food trucks, a 
dedicated kids zone and 
activities that appeal 
to all ages. It’s not just 
a concert — it’s a com-
munity gathering where 
families can spend quality 
time together and enjoy 
everything downtown has 
to offer.”

“Although this concert 
series isn’t specifi cally 
targeted to children,” 
Lambdin said, “there 
are parents who have to 
bring their children if 

they want to come and 
enjoy the evening. We 
want to have something 
for those children to do, 
and a lot of times the 
activities are related to 
music.”

Some of the organiza-
tions contributing to the 
Kidz Corner this year 
include the Robeson 
County Art Guild, the 
Robeson County Arts 
Council, the PSRC, the 
Robeson County Library 
and the Partnership for 
Children.

The Friends of Main 
Street and the Main 
Street Advisory Board 
continue to accept spon-
sorships to help offset the 
cost of the concerts. Any 
net profi t from the event, 
though there is no fee to 
attend, will go toward 
beautifying the down-
town areas of Lumberton, 
including plans to replace 
and upgrade the town’s 
winter holiday decora-
tions this year.

Editor Chris Stiles contributed to 
this report.

Contact Victoria Sanderson at 
vsanderson@robesonian.com.

9 at Jones Chapel 
Missionary Baptist 
Church at 305 Phillips 
Avenue in Red Springs. 
Rev. Rodney McCrowrie 
will be the guest speaker 
and Rev. C.L. Edmonds 
is the church pastor.

— Brunch & Book 
Discussion: “Their Eyes 
Were Watching God” 
by Zora Neale Hurston, 
10 a.m. on Saturday, 
June 13. The discussion 
will be led by Lynn 
Marshall-Linnemeier. 
Registration is required 
by Wednesday, June 10 
by contacting Frances 
Patterson at 910-904-
3000 or Denelle Gordon 
at 252-310-0023. The 
location will be given at 
registration.

— Adult R&B 
Event with Uptown 
Swagga Band, 7 p.m. 
on Saturday, June 13 at 
the Access Pointe Event 

Venue, 117 South Main 
Street in Red Springs. 
Food, live music, BYOB. 
Black and white attire. 
Tickets are $25 for ages 
25 and up.

— Elder’s Luncheon, 
2 p.m. on Sunday, June 
14 at the Red Springs 
Community Center at 
122 Cross Street in Red 
Springs. For ages 65 
and over. Registration 
is required, deadline is 
Wednesday, June 10. 
Food, music, fellowship 
and more. Contact 
Denelle Gordon at 252-
310-0023 or Frances 
Patterson at 910-904-
3000.

— Neighborhood 
Cleanup, Monday, June 
15 through Saturday, 
June 20. Pick a street ore 
more to clean to enhance 
community pride. Bags 
may be picked up from 
Level Up Barber Shop.

— Fifth annual 
American Red Cross 
Blood Drive benefi ting 
the sickle cell anemia 
population, from 1 p.m. 

to 6 p.m. on Monday, 
June 15 at St. Joseph 
Miracle Revival Center 
at 4657 Daniel McLeod 
Road in Red Springs.

— Community 
Worship Service and 
Breakfast, 8 a.m. 
on Sunday, June 
21 at Panthersford 
Presbyterian Church 
at 10010 NC-211 in 
Red Springs. Rev. Anna 
Maynor is the pastor.

— Thankful Heritage 
Museum Exhibition, 
from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
on Sunday, June 21 at 
the Access Pointe Event 
Venue at 117 South 
Main Street in Red 
Springs. This event is 
free.

Participants are 
encouraged to wear 
their favorite Juneteenth 
t-shirt to all events.

Juneteenth, on June 
19, is a federal holiday 
which marks the end of 
slavery in the United 
States in 1865. It 
became a federal holiday 
in 2021.

it is our hope that this 
outcome provides a 
sense of closure and 
peace to the fam-
ily of the victim. Our 
thoughts and prayers 
remain with them.”

Butler was a rising 
star in the rap music 
industry, using the 
stage name Lil Jbo. 
He recorded a song 
with renowned rap-
per Boosie, appeared 
on the “This is 50” 
podcast of famed rap-
per 50 Cent and was 
performing concerts 
before his death.

Butler was also 
a standout athlete 
at Lumberton High 
School before injuries 
resulted in him focus-
ing on a potential 
music career. He was 
the father of two chil-
dren at the time of 
his death, with a third 
born later.
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50 Years of Service

910-738-7000
www.southernheatingandac.biz 

Personal Injury

411 N Elm Street
Lumberton, NC 28358

910-720-5028
attorneyjaclay@gmail.com
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Alive

The Robesonian file photo
The Hope Mills Line Dancers, consisting of Peggy McLamb, Tammy 
Konen, Jennie Gibson and Libby Sivadon, dancing at an Alive After 
Five concert in 2025.

Aid groups 
warn Iran war is 
hindering food 
and medicine from 
reaching millions
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PEMBROKE — Earl 
Lowery, known by many 
simply as “Mr. Earl,” is 
a mainstay in the press 
boxes and scorers tables 
at Purnell Swett, where 
he’s been involved in 
Rams athletics for over 
four decades. Saturday, 
before the Robeson 
County Slugfest softball 
opener between Fairmont 
and Scotland, he got to 
step on the field.

“They just wanted me 
to throw out the first 
pitch,” Lowery said. “I 
made it to the catcher — 
I couldn’t hardly believe 
it.”

Lowery, who turns 89 
next month, currently 
runs the scoreboard for 
Purnell Swett softball, 

and is working the Slug-
fest in that capacity this 
week; he’s missed just 
two Robeson County 
Slugfests in the tourna-
ment’s 32-year history, he 
said. He also keeps statis-
tics for the Rams football 
and basketball teams.

“Mr. Earl is at almost 
every game that we 
have,” Purnell Swett 
athletic director Robert 
McLean said. “It doesn’t 
matter if it’s football, if 
it’s baseball, softball, bas-
ketball — he’s just here 
and he supports Purnell 
Swett. He’s a lifelong fan 
with a wealth of knowl-
edge, and I enjoy having 
him around.”

PEMBROKE — Both 
Seth Brooks and Mason 
Brewer felt like they’d 
struggled all night long 
for Purnell Swett as the 
Rams’ game with St. 
Pauls headed into the 
bottom of the eighth 
with a tied score.

Moments later, Brooks 
was crossing the plate 
with a consequential run 
and Brewer was being 
chased by his teammates 
all the way into center 
field.

Purnell Swett won a 
6-5 extra-inning thriller 
after a Brooks triple and 
a Brewer sacrifice fly, 

beating St. Pauls in the 
Robeson County Slugfest 
semifinals to advance to 
Tuesday’s championship 
game.

“I came and got (Seth 
Brooks) in the seventh, 
and I said, ‘man, you’re 
going to be big for me. 
Just keep your head up 
and put a good swing on 
it,’” Purnell Swett coach 

Edmund Locklear said. 
“He gets a triple, they 
walk the bases loaded for 
Mason, and in the last 
three weeks, Mason’s our 
best hitter. He put the 
bat on the ball and drove 
in the winning run.”

Purnell Swett (8-9), 
the tournament host, will 
face Scotland at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday for the Slugfest 
title. St. Pauls (8-6) will 
play Lumberton at 4 p.m. 
in the third-place game.

Jacob Husson
The Robesonian

PEMBROKE — The 
St. Pauls Bulldogs had 
no bite Monday, losing 
15-0 in their Robeson 
County Slugfest semi-
final game against the 
Purnell Swett Rams in 
a three-inning contest. 
This was Purnell Swett’s 
third win in the last four 
games, while St. Pauls 
saw its four game win-
ning streak come to an 
end.

“I’m very proud of 
the girls,” Purnell Swett 
coach Amy Lancaster 
said. “It’s hard to beat 
a team three times no 
matter who it is so they 

came out with their bats 
on fire and the defense 
was great so I’m proud 
of them and I hope they 
take the same intensity 
tomorrow.”

Purnell Swett (10-4) 
will face East Columbus 
in the Robeson County 
Slugfest softball champi-
onship at 7 p.m. Tuesday. 
St. Pauls (6-9) will play 
Scotland in the third-
place game at 4 p.m.

Zaylee Hunt led the 
Rams with four RBIs on 
one hit and also had two 
runs. Angel Chavis and 
Jayla Graham both had 
two hits and two RBIs in 
the victory. Finally, Kam-
ryn Locklear had two 
hits, three runs scored 

and an RBI.
Braci Woods got the 

win in the circle for Pur-
nell Swett, pitching three 
shutout innings.

The game began with 
a scoreless top half of the 

first for St. Pauls.
Kamryn Locklear 

opened Purnell Swett’s 
night at the plate with 
a double and eventually 

Aaron Beard
AP Basketball Writer

CHAPEL HILL — 
North Carolina is work-
ing toward finalizing a 
deal with NBA champi-
onship-winning coach 
Michael Malone to lead 
the Tar Heels’ basketball 
program, a person with 
knowledge of the situa-
tion said Monday.

The person spoke to 
The Associated Press on 
condition of anonymity 
because the school hasn’t 
publicly discussed its 
search. Malone would 
replace Hubert Davis, 
who was fired March 24 
after five seasons as the 
successor to retired Hall 
of Famer Roy Williams.

ESPN was the first 
to report UNC moving 
toward hiring Malone.

The 54-year-old 
Malone spent 12 seasons 
as a head coach in the 
NBA, including a 10-year 
run in Denver. He led 
the Nuggets to the 2023 
championship behind 
three-time league MVP 
Nikola Jokic.

The Nuggets fired 

Malone last spring with 
less than a week left 
in that regular season. 
Almost a year to the day, 
in another surprise move, 
Malone is on the verge of 
taking over a blue-blood 
program with six nation-
al titles, a record 21 
appearances in the Final 
Four and alums including 
Michael Jordan, James 
Worthy Vince Carter and 
Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence career scoring lead-
er Tyler Hansbrough.

UNC now has big-name 
former pro coaches lead-
ing its two highest-profile 
programs. The Tar Heels 
hired six-time Super 
Bowl champion Bill 
Belichick as their football 
coach in December 2024. 
Belichick struggled to a 
4-8 record in his debut 
season.

Davis’ firing opened 
one of the top jobs in col-
lege basketball for only 
the fourth time since the 
late Hall of Famer Dean 
Smith’s retirement after 
36 seasons in October 
1997.
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Tuesday’s Robeson 
County Slugfest results 
were unavailable at 
press time. For the full 
story, visit robesonian.
com or see Saturday’s 
print edition.
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David Zalubowski | AP File Photo
Then-Denver Nuggets head coach Michael Malone stands on the 
sideline during an NBA game on April 1, 2025 in Denver.

UNC finalizing
deal to hire Malone
as basketball coach

Purnell Swett’s Nylah Johnson shows bunt during Monday’s 
Robeson County Slugfest semifinal against St. Pauls in Pembroke.

Photos by Jacob Husson | The Robesonian
Purnell Swett’s Kamryn Locklear waits for a pitch during Monday’s Robeson County Slugfest semifinal against St. Pauls in Pembroke.

Lady Rams dominate St. 
Pauls, reach softball final

Photos by Chris Stiles | The Robesonian
Purnell Swett’s Mason Brewer (8) swings at a pitch during Monday’s Robeson County Slugfest semifinal against St. Pauls in 
Pembroke.

Purnell Swett’s Mason Brewer, center, slides into home plate past 
St. Pauls’ Josh Brooks, left, during Monday’s Robeson County 
Slugfest semifinal in Pembroke.

Rams win walk-off thriller
Purnell Swett reaches 
championship against Scotland

Mark Moses | Special to The Robesonian
Earl Lowery throws out the ceremonial first pitch to begin the 
Robeson County Slugfest before the tournament opener between 
Fairmont and Scotland on Saturday in Pembroke.

Purnell Swett 
superfan ‘Mr. Earl’ 
throws out first pitch 
to start Slugfest



The job had stayed in the 
“Carolina Family” ever since. 
Longtime assistant Bill Guth-
ridge replaced Smith, followed 
by former UNC player Matt 
Doherty, former Smith assistant 
Williams and then Davis, who 
played under Smith and worked 
on Williams’ staff.

Names like Arizona’s Tommy 
Lloyd, Michigan’s Dusty May 
and Chicago Bulls coach Billy 
Donovan — who led Florida 
to the 2006 and 2007 NCAA 
titles — had been linked to the 
job since Davis’ fi ring. Lloyd 
announced Friday at the Final 
Four that he would return to 
the Wildcats while praising 
UNC for “the way they’ve 
handled this.”

Three days later, the search 
had turned in an unexpected 
direction with Malone, who 
has never been a college head 
coach and has spent most of his 
career in the NBA. His primary 
connection to UNC athletics 
is the presence of daughter 
Bridget on the Tar Heels’ vol-
leyball team.

During an October appear-
ance on the UNC athletic 
department’s “Carolina Insider” 
podcast, Malone recalled hear-
ing his late father, NBA coach 
Brendan Malone, talk often 
about Smith and UNC basket-
ball. He also mentioned attend-
ing multiple recent practices 
and Davis asking him to speak 
to the team at least once.

“I’ve always been a Carolina 
fan,” Malone said. “And when 
(Bridget) decided to come here 
that made it even that much 
more special, because now I’m 
‘Go Heels’ for everything. I root 
for all the teams, have fallen in 
love with Chapel Hill.”

Malone’s time in the NBA 
included a brief stint in Sacra-
mento, where he was fi red in 
December 2014, just 24 games 
into his second season. He also 
worked as an assistant with the 
New York Knicks, Cleveland 
Cavaliers, New Orleans Hornets 
and Golden State Warriors.

Malone had stints in college 
as an assistant at Oakland, 
Providence and Manhattan. 
He spent only one season in 
the Atlantic Coast Conference, 
working as director of men’s 
basketball administration at 
Virginia under Pete Gillen in 
1998-99.

David Adelman, Malone’s 
successor in Denver, said he 
was happy for his friend, adding 
that Malone would be comfort-
able with players earning big 
money through name, image 
and likeness deals.

“It’s more of a professional 
environment now, especially 
at schools like that, where you 
have to look at it like these guys 
are under contract now,” Adel-
man said. “And I think a lot of 
NBA coaches understand what 
it means to coach somebody 
that’s making money.”

The Rams were down to 
their last out in the seventh 
before tying the game to force 
extra innings. After St. Pauls 
left a runner at second base in 
the top of the eighth, Brooks 
tripled to center fi eld with one 
out in the bottom half to bring 
the winning run 90 feet away.

“I was struggling all night,” 
Seth Brooks said. “I got in 
there and was thinking, just do 
a job, your job. I got my pitch 
and I did my job.”

After Greyson Brooks and 
Kade Oxendine were each 
intentionally walked, Brewer 
came to the plate and fl ied out 
to left fi eld, plenty deep enough 
to allow Seth Brooks to tag up 
from third and score the win-
ning run.

“The fi rst two pitches were 
pretty bad, but I found the way 
to put a bat on the ball and it 
worked out,” Brewer said. “I’ve 
been in that situation many 
times and didn’t execute, so 
this time it feels pretty good.”

St. Pauls led 5-4 in the bot-
tom of the seventh inning; 
Greyson Brooks led off the 
frame for the Rams with a 
single, advanced on a ground-
out, then scored on a fi elding 
error in the infi eld off the bat 
of Jordan Locklear. The Rams 
stranded the bases loaded, but 
the game went to extra innings.

“I think in the beginning, 
we killed ourselves with three 
errors we made on the infi eld,” 
St. Pauls coach Timothy Carter 
said. “Throughout the game it 
got better. We still hit the base-
ball like I thought we would, 
we just hit it at people. But I 
think just mental errors, that’s 
what killed us. It was a good 
game overall; Purnell (Swett) 
threw their best, we threw our 
best, so that was a good game 
overall.”

“It’s high school baseball,” 
Edmund Locklear said. “I tell 
our kids all the time, put pres-
sure on the other team. Don’t 
strike out; you get two strikes, 
battle, put the ball in play and 
anything can happen. Jordan 
battled, he put a good swing on 
it, he hit the ball hard, and for-
tunately he got on base.”

The Rams got within a run 
in the sixth after an RBI single 
by Christian Locklear, which 
plated pinch-runner Ayden 
Hammond to make it 5-4. 
Rams pitcher Dakota Locklear 
then left runners at second and 
third to keep the score at 5-4 in 
the middle of the seventh.

Dakota Locklear earned the 
win for Purnell Swett after 
throwing 5 1/3 nnings of score-
less relief, allowing just two 
hits with four strikeouts and no 
walks in just his third varsity 
appearance.

“He came in tonight and he 
competed,” Edmund Locklear 
said. “We put him in there, 
and I was like, we’ll get two or 

three innings and we’ll have 
to piece it together and hold 
them, but he came in there and 
he did a great job. I couldn’t be 
more proud of him.”

Tyler Lavoie was just as 
strong on the mound for St. 
Pauls; he allowed two earned 
runs in six innings with three 
hits allowed and seven strike-
outs.

“Tyler has been one of my 
go-to guys, my No. 2 starter,” 
Carter said. “He’s been strug-
gling a little bit, but tonight he 
proved himself, showed himself 
where he’s supposed to be, 
throwing a well-thrown game 
against Purnell (Swett). He 
handled both his pitches, fast-
ball, curveball, very well, and I 
think he did a great job going 
in there and doing what he was 
supposed to.”

Getting Lavoie out of the 
game, Edmund Locklear said, 
was key to the Rams being able 
to make a comeback.

“I just knew in the sixth, 
when I looked at his pitch 
count, I was like, if we can 
get in the bullpen we’ll have a 
chance,” Locklear said. “That’s 
what we did. Great game all the 
way around, great atmosphere, 
and that’s what I tell people, 
the Slugfest games, when 
you’ve got all these people 
here, it brings out the best in 
everybody.”

Purnell Swett scored three 
runs in the fi rst, with RBI 
singles by Brewer and Joseden 
Oxendine and an additional 
run on Bulldogs error.

St. Pauls answered with a 
fi ve-run third inning. After 
Tyler Lavoie singled and Cailen 
McNeill walked, Josh Brooks 
hit a three-run home run to left 
fi eld to tie the game at 3-3. An 
Austin Lavoie two-RBI single 
later in the frame gave St. Pauls 
a 5-3 lead.

“As a freshman coming in 
there in that situation, you’re 
usually hero or zero,” Carter 
said of Josh Brooks’ homer. 
“He came through and hit a 
home run and tied the ballgame 
up, just doing what he’s sup-
posed to do, big at-bat. Hope-
fully that continues throughout 
the season, and tomorrow 
when we play Lumberton.”

Greyson Brooks had a hit 
and two runs for Purnell Swett, 
while Brewer had two RBIs for 

the Rams.
The Bulldogs’ Josh Brooks 

was the only player on either 
team to record multiple hits, 
with a seventh-inning single 
in addition to the three-run 
homer.

Purnell Swett will seek its 
fi rst Slugfest championship 
since 2019 in Tuesday’s cham-
pionship; the Rams lost the 
title game in 2024 to North 
Brunswick. Purnell Swett previ-
ously defeated Scotland 13-4 
on March 24 and 7-1 on March 
27.

“There’s going to be a lot of 
people here,” Edmund Locklear 
said. “Just because we beat 
them two weeks ago, it doesn’t 
matter, you can’t take anybody 
for granted and they’re playing 
their best ball. They put it on 
Lumberton today, I didn’t see 
that happening, and they hit 
the ball and play good baseball. 
In this tournament, with this 
atmosphere and these kids, 
anything can happen, so it 
should be a good game tomor-
row night.”

Scotland shuts out Pirates
The Scotland Fighting Scots 

jumped on the Lumberton 
Pirates quickly Monday after-
noon in the Robeson County 
Baseball Slugfest semifi nals. 
The Fighting Scots built a big 
lead and never looked back, 
coming away with a 10-0 win.

“I thought we hit the ball 
fairly well, especially at the bot-
tom of our lineup, but it just 
went right to somebody. Unlike 
yesterday, we just had people 
on base. Just not a timely hit to 
score runs,” Pirates head coach 

Jonathan Benson said.
Scotland will advance to 

the tomorrow’s championship 
game at 7 p.m. against Purnell 
Swett. Lumberton will face St. 
Pauls in the third-place game at 
4 p.m.

It was all Scotland in the top 
half of the fi rst inning when 
they hung seven runs on the 
Pirates that included three bas-
es-loaded walks; Ayden Odom 
followed up with RBI single to 
left fi eld, Leo Garcia brought 
around two with a single of 
his own and Dawson Williams 
recorded a RBI groundout.

“From the fi rst inning, we 
got in our own head, and they 
played with too much emotion 
right there in the fi rst,” Benson 
said.

Down 7-0 heading into 
the bottom of the inning, the 
Pirates got to work and looked 
to do some damage with 
the bases loaded but Garcia 
pitched his way out of the jam 
to end the inning and keep the 
Pirates scoreless.

Scotland got right back to 
work in the top half of the 
third. Williams delivered once 
again for the Fighting Scots 
with an RBI double to make 
it 9-0. Collin Hill scored from 
third on a passed ball to make 
it an even 10-0 for Scotland.

Scotland then proceeded to 
hold the Pirates scoreless over 
the next two innings and close 
things out in the fi fth for the 
run-rule victory.

Garcia went the full distance 
for Scotland pitching all fi ve 
innings, allowing three hits on 
zero runs, striking out three 
and walking zero.
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Carry Out Or Dine In

Do you want to avoiD knee surgery?
We help those Who suffer before or after knee surgery

if your are experience any 
of the following
•	 Aching	Knee	

Pain
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bone”
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lumberton laser pain Center
Affiliated with Dial Chiropractic 

Accident & Injury Center
910-802-4034

ROBESON COuNty AthlEtiC SpOtlight

As part of St. pauls’ 
offensive onslaught in the 
Robeson County Slugfest 
first round against Red 
Springs, Jabryan Calhoun 
had four hits, including a 
double and a triple, with 
three runs and five RBIs. 
The Bulldogs’ shortstop 
entered Monday’s play 
hitting .333 on the season 
with 10 RBIs and 13 runs 
scored. 

St. pAulS high SChOOl
Purnell Swett senior Chloe 
Chavis had two hits and 
two RBIs to help lead the 
tournament hosts to a 12-1 
victory over Heide Trask 
in the first round of the 
Robeson County Slugfest. 
Entering Monday’s 
play, the Rams’ second 
baseman/outfielder is 
hitting .357 with nine RBIs, 
13 runs and seven doubles 
this season.

puRNEll SWEtt high SChOOl

JaBRyan CalHoun 
Baseball

ChlOE ChAviS
Softball, Basketball, Volleyball

From page 1B
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Mark Moses | Special to The Robesonian
A Scotland player slides past Lumberton’s Brody Stueck during Monday’s 
Robeson County Slugfest semifinal in Pembroke.

Mark Moses | Special to The Robesonian
A Lumberton player slides into first base during Monday’s Robeson County 
Slugfest semifinal against Scotland in Pembroke.

Chris Stiles | The Robesonian
St. Pauls’ Tyler Lavoie throws a pitch 
during Monday’s Robeson County 
Slugfest semifinal against Purnell 
Swett in Pembroke.

From page 1B
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scored on a passed ball. 
Jayla Graham was walked 
and advanced to second 
base, and scored on an 
RBI double from Angel 
Chavis. The Rams took a 
2-0 lead to the second.

After another scoreless 
inning for the Bulldogs, 
Sonata Oxendine was hit 
by a pitch and Kamryn 
Locklear reached fi rst 
base on an error. Graham 
then hit an RBI single 
to make it 3-0. After a 
wild pitch advanced the 
runners, Chavis drove in 
an RBI on a sacrifi ce fl y, 
making it 4-0 Rams.

Nylah Johnson hit a 
single to load the bases, 
eventually leading to an 
RBI after Zaylee Hunt 
was hit by a pitch. Shani-
ya Lewis then drove in 
two RBI’s with a single. 
Sonata Oxendine brought 
a runner home with an 
RBI single. The Rams 

took a 9-0 lead into the 
third inning.

St. Pauls couldn’t score 
again in the top of the 
third inning, as the score 
remained 9-0 Purnell 
Swett.

With the bases loaded 
in the bottom of the third, 
Hunt drove in all three 
runners with a double, 
making it 12-0. After 
a groundout advanced 
her and Oxendine was 
walked, eventually reach-
ing third base, Kamryn 
Locklear hit a two-RBI 
single, eventually reach-
ing third base.

Graham hit an RBI 
single to end the game 
with the Rams taking a 
15-0 win.

“It feels amazing,” 
Cadance Locklear said. 
“God is good!”

East Columbus chomps on 
Scotland

The East Columbus 
Gators thoroughly con-
trolled their Robeson 
County semifi nal game 
against the Scotland 

Fighting Scots, winning 
20-5 in four innings.

“It was a great team 
win,” East Columbus 
coach Jason Nance said. 
“We’ve been struggling a 
little bit coming in with 
some injuries. Scotland’s 
not what they were last 
year, but they’re still a 
6A/7A school. I know 
they have the athletes, 
but we’ll take it and 
hopefully come through 
tomorrow for a champi-
onship.”

East Columbus will face 
host Purnell Swett in the 
championship game at 7 
p.m. Tuesday. Scotland, 
the 2025 Slugfest cham-
pion, will meet St. Pauls 
in the third-place game at 
4 p.m.

Scotland scored two 
runs in the fi rst inning 
off a single from Kaleigh 
Leviner. The Gators’ 
Aleigh Godwin scored 
off a passed ball in the 
bottom of the fi rst. Sky-
lah Collins followed that 
by hitting an RBI single 
and then stealing a base. 

After Kamora Bryant got 
on with a double, before 
Amber Ochoa knocked 
two runners home on a 
single. After one inning, 
it was 6-2 East Columbus.

After Scotland was held 
scoreless in the second, 
Jenna King was walked, 
stole two bases and 
scored on a wild pitch to 
make it 7-2 Gators.

In the following inning, 
Scotland loaded the bases 
and all three runners 
scored on an error off the 
bat of Leviner. It was 7-5 
Gators heading into the 
bottom of the third.

A runner scored in the 
following inning after 
an error on a bunt from 
Millie Bracey. After King 
bunted herself on, God-
win came up and saw 
King score while she was 
at the plate.

Eventually, after a two-
RBI triple from Collins, 
the Gators took a 12-5 
lead. Bryant reached on 
a dropped fl y ball that 
scored two runners, 
making it 14-5. Seren-
ity Johnson scored two 

runners with a single to 
make it 16-5. Bracey and 
Serenity Johnson each 
scored RBI’s on hits. 
Three straight walks led 
to an RBI for Sara Cole-
man before Leigh Reaves 
ended the game with a 
two-RBI single, making 
it 20-5.

“I think it was a good 
team win and we came 

together as a win,” East 
Columbus’ Mackenzi 
Clemmons said.

East Columbus 
advanced to the champi-
onship game for the third 
straight Slugfest, but 
seeks their fi rst tourna-
ment title.

Jacob Husson can be reached 
at 910-816-1977 or by email at 
jhusson@robesonian.com.

Lowery was previously 
an assistant coach for 
football, basketball and 
softball for the Rams, 
beginning in that role in 
1985. At that time, he 
worked a full-time job 
making patio furniture 
and would leave work at 
4 p.m. each day to head 
to practice for whichever 
sport was in-season.

“I’ve loved it,” Lowery 

said. “I’ve always tried to 
help and do everything I 
could to help them; I’ve 
never tried to hurt them, 
I just wanted to help 
them, and whatever they 
wanted me to do I was 
ready to do it. It’s been a 
lot of fun.”

It was Rams softball 
coach Amy Lancaster 
who had the idea to have 
Mr. Earl throw out the 
fi rst pitch to start the 
Slugfest, McLean said.

“He’s just touched so 
many generations of 
fans, of athletes, staff,” 

McLean said. “There’s 
very few that have walked 
on this campus that don’t 
know Mr. Earl, and he’s 
just a joy to have around. 
He always has something 
encouraging to say about 
Purnell Swett’s athletics, 
and I just love having him 
around.”

Lumbee Tribal Chair-
man John Lowery threw 
out the ceremonial fi rst 
pitch to start the Slug-
fest baseball tournament 
before the Fairmont-Scot-
land opener on Coach 
Ronnie Chavis Field.

Chris Stiles & Jacob 
Husson
The Robesonian

PEMBROKE — East 
Columbus pitcher Gauge 
Simmons threw a no-hit-
ter Monday as the Gators 
defeated Fairmont 4-0 
in the consolation round 
of the Robeson County 
Slugfest.

East Columbus (9-5) 
will take on Heide Trask 
in the fi fth-place game 
at 1 p.m. on Tuesday. 
Fairmont (5-10) was 
eliminated from further 
tournament play.

Simmons struck out 11 
and walked just one.

Khari Bowen had two 
hits with one run for East 
Columbus and Mack Free-
man had one run, one hit 
and one RBI.

The Gators scored two 
runs in the fourth and 
two more in the sixth.

Parker Chavis allowed 
four runs, but only one 
earned, over six innings 
with seven strikeouts for 
the Golden Tornadoes.

Fairmont hosts White-
ville on April 14.

Heide Trask nips Red 
Springs

The Red Springs base-
ball team closed from a 
six-run defi cit to within a 
run against Heide Trask 
on Monday, but the 
Titans ultimately held on 
for a 6-5 victory in the 
Robeson County Slugfest 
consolation round.

Heide Trask (6-6) will 
face East Columbus in the 
fi fth-place game at 1 p.m. 
Tuesday. Red Springs 
(6-8) was eliminated from 
further tournament play.

Heide Trask scored one 
run in the fi rst, three in 
the fourth and two more 
in the fi fth, taking a 6-0 
lead. Red Springs scored 
four in the fi fth and one 
in the sixth.

Terry Locklear had 
three hits and a run for 
the Red Devils. Jacoby 
Lowery had two hits, 
two RBIs and one run, 
Alfredo Martinez-Lowery 
had two hits and one RBI 
and Chris Poe had a hit 
and scored two runs.

Xzavier Sinclair pitched 
six innings for the Red 
Devils.

Brian Green had two 
hits, two RBIs and one 
run for Heide Trask, 
while Cooper Uhland also 
had two hits with one 
RBI. Tristan Brewington 
and Gabe Vanvliet-Strick-
land each had one hit, 
one run and one RBI for 
the Titans.

Brantley Lunsford 
pitched 4 1/3 innings for 
Heide Trask, allowing 
three earned runs with 
fi ve strikeouts.

Red Springs resumes 
conference play on April 
14 at West Bladen.

Lumberton softball tops 
Fairmont

The Lumberton Pirates 
avenged their opening-
round loss in the Robe-
son County Slugfest by 
winning Monday in the 
consolation round against 
the Fairmont Golden Tor-
nadoes, 7-2. Norah John-
son was electric on the 
mound, pitching all seven 
innings without allowing 
an earned run with 10 
strikeouts.

Lumberton (8-8) will 
face Heide Trask in the 
fi fth-place game at 1 p.m. 

Tuesday. Fairmont (4-10) 
is eliminated from addi-
tional tournament play.

Kinsley Martin had two 
hits and three RBIs for 
the Pirates. Ava Hanna 
had three hits, an RBI 
and a run and Charleigh 
Talton and Leea Wilkins 
both had one hit, an RBI 
and a run.

The Pirates scored 
four runs in the fi rst, 
followed by two in the 
second. Fairmont was 
shut out again in the 
third and fourth innings, 
while Lumberton added a 
run in the bottom of the 
fourth.

Fairmont scored two 
runs in the sixth, but it 
was too little, too late.

Fairmont hosts White-
ville on April 14.

Heide Trask dominates 
Lady Red Devils

The Red Springs Red 
Devils were taken to the 
inferno against the Heide 
Trask Titans in their con-
solation-round matchup, 
losing 16-2.

Heide Trask (6-3) will 
meet Lumberton in the 

fi fth-place game at 1 p.m. 
Tuesday. Red Springs 
(5-8) is eliminated from 
further tournament play.

Junior catcher Taylor 
Sparkman had three hits, 
four runs scored and two 
RBIs in the contest to 
lead them. Dava Bullard 
was also strong at the 
plate with two hits, two 
runs and an RBI.

Bullard allowed two 
runs over four innings 
pitched. For the Red Dev-
ils, H. Locklear took the 
loss, pitching 1/3 of an 
inning. Bailey Locklear 
pitched 1 2/3 innings, 
allowing two runs. 
Telinda Pate was the 
Red Devils’ fi nal pitcher, 
going two innings, allow-
ing eight runs; fi ve were 
unearned.

After spring break, Red 
Springs resumes play on 
April 14 at West Bladen.

Editor Chris Stiles can be reached 
at 910-416-5847 or by email at 
cstiles@robesonian.com.

Jacob Husson can be reached 
at 910-816-1977 or by email at 
jhusson@robesonian.com.
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•	Lift	Kits
•	Leveling	Kits
•	Toolboxes	
•	B&W	Hitches

•	On-Site	
Mechanic

•	Alignments
•	Bed	Covers

LET US TAKE CARE OF ALL YOUR 
AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS!

306 E. Main St., Dillon, SC 29536
(843)-774-2146

1-844-496-8601
Dental50Plus.com/NCpress

Get your FREE
Information Kit

DENTAL
Insurance
Great coverage for retirees.

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

                  

6347-0125

Product/features not available in all states. Contact us for complete details about this 
insurance solicitation. To fi nd a network provider, go to physiciansmutual.com/fi nd-dentist. 
This specifi c offer not available in CO, NV, NY – call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar 
offer in your state. Certifi cate C254/B465, C250A/B438 (ID: C254ID; PA: C254PA); Insurance 
Policy P154/B469 (GA: P154GA; OK: P154OK; TN: P154TN).

Ask about the Premier 
Plan – our most popular option!

check out our local inventory. visit us at:
4401 fayetteville road 

lumberton, nc 28358
(910) 738-1454 

www.yamahaoflumberton.com

Paula Lewis 
(910) 740-7857
Brandy Church 

(321) 320-2081

Pet Salon
Dog Has Styl

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

Luxury Shampoo, Conditioner & 
Cologne Available
Large Selection Of 

Pet Safe Vegan Colors

(910) 740-7857(910) 740-7857(910) 740-7857(910) 740-7857

208 South Main Street
 Fairmont, NC 28340

Accepting New Clients

Mark Moses | Special to The Robesonian
A Red Springs player slides into first base as a Heide Trask player 
tries to tag him on a pickoff play during Monday’s Robeson County 
Slugfest consolation-round game in Pembroke.

SLUGFEST MONDAY ROUNDUP

East Columbus’ Simmons no-hits Fairmont in consolation round

From page 1B

Softball

Jacob Husson | The Robesonian
St. Pauls’ Baylea Hall waits for a pitch during Monday’s Robeson 
County Slugfest semifinal against Purnell Swett in Pembroke.

From page 1B

Earl



Sta�  report

PEMBROKE — The 
UNC Pembroke wres-
tling team continued a 
long-standing tradition 
for itself when fi ve of its 
student-athletes were 
lauded with Scholar All-
America accolades by 
the National Wrestling 
Coaches Association 
(NWCA).

It is the 16th-straight 
year that the Black & 
Gold has been repre-
sented on the distin-
guished squad, and the 
13th time that the pro-
gram has sent multiple 
student-athletes to the 
listing. The announce-
ment also marks the 
10th-consecutive year 
the Braves have had 
multiple representatives 

earn the honor.
Jose Zambrano Canu-

to earned the honor for 
the second-consecutive 
year, while Gus Elliott, 
Nick Williams, Jack-
son Buck and Cristian 
Hercules-Pleitez each 
brought home the honor 
for the fi rst time.

In order for a student-
athlete to be selected to 
the Division II Scholar 
All-American Team, he 
must have a minimum 
3.5 cumulative grade 
point average on a 4.0 
scale, with that bench-
mark at 3.25 for those 
who qualifi ed for the 
2026 NCAA Division 
II Wrestling Champi-
onships, or 3.00 for 
those who reached All-
American status at the 
championships.

Sta�  report

FLORENCE, S.C. — 
Kasen McCawley turned 
in his second-straight 
complete-game win to 
lead UNC Pembroke to a 
4-1 win in the fi rst game 
of the doubleheader, but 
the Braves couldn’t hold 
off No. 11 Francis Marion 
in the rubber match as 
the Patriots clinched the 
series with an 8-4 win 
Saturday afternoon at 
Sparrow Stadium.

McCawley moved to 
9-1 on the season after 
going all seven innings 
and allowing just one 
run with six strikeouts. 
J.D. Scarbrough’s two-
run double in the second 
inning would be enough 
for McCawley to nail 
down the win.

Scarbrough fi nished the 
game 2-for-2 with a walk, 
double and two RBIs, 
while Landon Lucas 
turned in a 3-for-4 line 
with a solo homer.

The Braves (25-11, 16-8 
CC) fell to 51-79-1 all-
time against the Patriots 
(30-8, 19-5 CC).

Game one
The Braves struck fi rst 

in the second inning of 

the doubleheader opener 
as Scarbrough drove in 
two with a double, and 
came home on a dirtball 
read coupled with a Fran-
cis Marion error to make 
it 3-0.

Lucas tacked on an 
insurance run in the sev-
enth with a two-out solo 
homer to make it 4-1.

Logan Davis led FMU 
with two hits and Aydin 
Palmer (7-2) took the loss 
for the Patriots.

Game two
In the nightcap, FMU 

jumped out to a fi rst-
inning lead on a Riley Orr 
RBI double.

The Braves answered 
in the second as Lucas 
doubled and later scored 
on Branton Jernigan’s 
RBI ground out. Boone 
Herman followed with 
a triple before Morgan 
Padgett brought Her-
man home with an RBI 
groundout to give UNCP 
a 2-1 lead.

Francis Marion tied 
the score at 3-3 on a wild 
pitch in the third inning, 
and took the lead for 
good on Jimmy Koza’s 
two-run single.

Morgan Padgett and 

Branton Jernigan each 
had two hits for UNCP, 
with Padgett driving in 
two runs and Jernigan 
one. Cam Revels (1-2) 
was the losing pitcher.

Orr had three hits, 
including two doubles, 
with three RBIs for FMU 
and Daniel Hussey had 
two hits with a double 
and an RBI. Eze Rojas 
(4-2) earned the win, 
pitching six innings with 
four earned runs allowed 
and six strikeouts.

The Black & Gold was 
back in action Tuesday 
as the Braves made the 
short trip to take on 
Wingate. The result was 
unavailable at press time.

Braves track and � eld 
� nishes o�  weekend at 
Colonial Relays

Sofi a Skidmore brought 
home another personal 
best and a fi fth-place fi n-
ish to highlight fi nal-day 
action Saturday at the 
Colonial Relays.

Skidmore crossed in 
2:14.14 to take fi fth in the 
women’s 800-meters. The 
men’s 6000-meters relay 
team of Charlie Miller, 
Ed Carney, Conrad Rob-

ertson and Payden Lewis 
took sixth with a time of 
16:48.84, while the men’s 
4000-meters DMR team 
of Kelvin Kibet, Jacob 
Jones, Sean Todd and 
Antony Kigen fi nished 
seventh at 10:42.27.

The two squads com-
bined to post ten new 
personal-best times at the 
event.

The Braves also com-
peted at the VertKlasse 
Meeting on Friday 
in High Point, where 
Kyleigh Pollock brought a 
home a new school record 
in the women’s triple 
jump to highlight the 
action.

Pollock posted a mark 
of 12.00 meters to estab-
lish the new school record 
and take fi fth in the 
event. Eli Pineda ran a 
personal-best 14.55 in the 
men’s 110 meter hurdles 
to take second to round 
out Friday’s top fi nishers.

Both squads combined 
to post 16 new personal 
bests at the event.

The Braves will be 
back in action Friday as 
they make the short trek 
to Florence, S.C. for the 
Francis Marion Invite.
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Albuquerque
Balloon Fiesta & 
Southwestern Tour
10 DAYS STARTING AT 
$2,749 $2,499*
BASED ON SEP 25, 2026
DEPARTURE

MUST BOOK BY 6/30

CALL US: 1-844-639-0552
*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov’t fees. 

 Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with
transfers available for most major gateways.

MAKE IT  
YOUR NATURE
The outdoors is really a reflection of you. 
It’s up to all of us to do our part to help 
preserve the natural beauty of our state. 
Join us in following the 7 Outdoor NC 
Leave No Trace Principles, so our spaces 
can remain beautiful and enjoyable for 
years to come.

PLAN AHEAD AND PREPARE
STICK TO TRAILS AND OVERNIGHT RIGHTSTICK TO TRAILS AND OVERNIGHT RIGHT
TRASH YOUR TRASH
LEAVE IT AS YOU FIND IT 
BE CAREFUL WITH FIRE
KEEP WILDLIFE WILD 
SHARE OUR TRAILS

Common hood styleCommon hood styleLeafFilter®

Tested and proven 
gutter protection.

25% off  
LeafFilter Gutter Protection

Schedule your free inspection and estimate today!

1-877-649-1190 Promo Code: 285

We install year-round – Exp: 6/30/26 Special off er– Save up to*

*Promotional off er includes 15% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be combined with any other 
off ers. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  See representative for full warranty details. AR 366920925, AZ ROC 
344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 4.20223E+11, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 213292, MD MHIC111225, 
HIC164488, MI 262300331, 262300330, 262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 
50145-23, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, 
VT 174.0000871, WA LEAFFLH-763PG, WI No. 537-DCFRR WV WV056912.

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires 9/30/25. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third 
party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify/Participating dealers only. 
See your dealer for details. ©2025 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(855) 932-7733CALL 
NOW

$1000 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/2025

0% Interest
For 18 Months**

$1500OFF when fi nancing
with remodelingloans.com**

OR

OR

UNCP wrestling 
sends 5 to NWCA 
Scholar All-
America honors

Braves baseball 
splits doubleheader, 
drops series at FMU

subscribe today

Current news and
great deals delivered 
right to your door!


