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PEMBROKE — The University of 
North Carolina Pembroke has been 
named the No. 1 Military Friendly 
School among small public institu-
tions for 2026-27, as well as the No. 
2 Military Spouse Friendly School 
by militaryfriendly.com, reinforcing 
its national leadership in serving 
military-connected students.

“To be No. 1 and No. 2 is an honor 
and a responsibility,” said Jasmine 
Coleman, UNCP’s director of aca-
demic and military outreach. “It 

Staff report

PEMBROKE — Allen 
Dial was sworn in as Pem-
broke’s mayor on Monday, 
just hours after the Robeson 
County Board of Elections 
certified his victory in the 
2023 election for the office 
against Gregory Cummings. 

Some 874 days after 
Election Day, Dial’s victory 

was certified after the N.C. 
Supreme Court denied a 
stay requested by former 
mayor Gregory Cummings, 
who was the incumbent in 
the 2023 race and has held 
the seat since as the race 
was in limbo. 

After numerous appeals 
by Cummings, Dial’s 19-vote 
margin stands. The new 
mayor received 197 votes to 

Cummings’ 178, according 
to the official count from the 
N.C. State Board of Elec-
tions. 

Robeson County Board 
of Elections Director Jes-
sica Davis was advised on 
Monday morning by the 
state election board that she 
could issue the certificate of 
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Dial sworn in as Pembroke mayor

Chris Stiles | The Robesonian
Huge crowds came to the Lumbee Tribe Cultural Center on Saturday for the Tribe’s Wild Game Festival. More than 700 people ate lunch, 
and hundreds more attended a community powwow held that afternoon. Pictured, the Little Lodge drum group performs during the 
powwow. For more photos from the Wild Game Festival, see page 9A.

One Wild celebrationNo homes 
damaged in St. 
Pauls wildfire
Staff report

ST. PAULS — No homes or structures were 
damaged or destroyed when a wildfire just west of 
St. Pauls spread to 184 acres on Saturday, the N.C. 
Forest Service said.

As of Monday evening, the fire was 100% con-
tained.

The fire, known as the Blue Skies Fire, started 
Saturday afternoon. Four homes were under 
mandatory evacuations on Saturday evening, the 
N.C. Forest Service said, but those residents were 
allowed to return to their homes shortly thereafter 
on the same night as crews worked to extinguish 
the fire. The Robeson County Sheriff’s Office 
implemented the evacuation.

The cause of the fire is undetermined and is 
under investigation as of Monday afternoon, the 
N.C. Forest Service said.

The N.C. Forest Service is working to “mop up 
any remaining hot spots while patrolling the fire 
area” as of Monday afternoon, a spokesman told 
The Robesonian. It was 90% contained as of Satur-
day evening.

The fire is located north of Veterans Road, west 
of St. Pauls.

See WILDFIRE | 8A

Election board certifies contested ‘23 mayoral 
election after Cummings’ request for stay denied

Contributed photo | Chad Herndon
Pembroke Mayor Allen Dial signs the swearing-in documents after taking the oath of office 
Monday in Pembroke. See MAYOR | 8A

Photo courtesy of UNCP
Student veteran couple Corey and Rita Beal with their daughter, Cecilia, who is also a 
student at UNC Pembroke.

UNCP earns top national 
military-friendly rankings

Mark Locklear is a public communications 
specialist with UNC Pembroke communications 
& marketing. Reach him by email at mark.
locklear@uncp.edu. See MILITARY | 10A
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The launch
If all goes well, the 

Artemis II mission will 
send humans back in 
orbit around the moon 
for the fi rst time in over 
50 years. The launch is 
scheduled for 6:52 p.m. 
from Cape Kennedy 
on Wednesday, April 1 
(all kidding aside). The 
astronauts will launch 
on the most powerful 
rocket to carry humans 
into space, the Space 
Launch System, or SLS. 
SLS provides 8.8 million 
pounds of thrust. Com-
pare that to the Apollo 
era’s Saturn V, which 
had a thrust of 7.5 to 
7.8 million pounds of 
thrust.

The � ight
Artemis begins as all 

lunar human missions 
have begun-by orbiting 
the Earth. Then comes 
TLI: the trans-lunar 
injection, where the 
rockets are fi red, and 
the spacecraft makes its 
way beyond the moon. 
The four astronauts will 
spend 10 days fl ying 
around the moon while 
going farther than any 
humans have been from 
Earth, and coming home 
on a free return trajec-
tory that makes use of 
the moon and earth’s 
gravity.

The crew
The four crew mem-

bers of Artemis II 
include Commander 
Reid Wiseman, Victor 
Glover, Christina Koch, 
and Jeremy Hansen. 
These crew members 
will be the fi rst humans 
to go beyond low earth 
orbit since Apollo XVII 
in late 1972.

Jeremy Hansen is a 

Canadian Space Agency 
astronaut-the fi rst astro-
naut not from the U.S. 
to be launched toward 
the moon. Victor Glover 
is the fi rst African-
American to make this 
lunar journey. Christina 
Koch will be the fi rst 
woman to go beyond the 
moon. She is a native 
North Carolinian, gradu-
ating from Pender Coun-
ty High School. All of 
her collegiate degrees-
including her doctorate, 
are from N.C. State.

The objectives
If this mission is a 

success, the following 
objectives will be met.

— Demonstrate the 
performance of the SLS 
rocket during the fi rst 
crewed launch.

— Perform a 10-day 
mission fl ying around 
the far side of the Moon, 
roughly 4,600 miles 
beyond it, and return to 
Earth.

— Conduct radia-
tion studies and test 
hardware to measure 
the crew’s physiological 
responses to deep space.

— Demonstrate safe 
reentry and splashdown 
procedures in the Pacifi c 
Ocean.

— Deploy fi ve Cube-
Sats from international 
partners to conduct 
science and technology 
research.

— Set the stage for 
future missions to the 
moon and Mars.

If you’re not travelling 
to the launch, you can 
catch the live broadcast 
of this historic event 
by going here: https://
www.nasa.gov/live/ and 
NASA’s YouTube chan-
nel.

Kenneth Brandt is the director of 
the Robeson County Planetarium. 
Contact him by email at kenneth.
brandt@robeson.k12.nc.us.

EDITOR’S NOTE: 
Send your Community 
Calendar items to Editor 
Chris Stiles at cstiles@
robesonian.com.

Easter Bunny Photos, 
5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., 
April 1: The Easter 
Bunny is visiting Biggs 
Park Mall! Stop by for 
a photo and complete 
a special spring outfi t 
while shopping in the 
mall. Happy Easter!

In Ya Faith Ministries 
Easter Egg Hunt, 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m., April 
4: The In Ya Faith 
Ministries nonprofi t is 
hosting an easter egg 
hunt for the children 
of Robeson County at 
Cukaberry Farms in 
Fairmont. Alongside the 
egg hunt, the event will 
have live entertainment, 
food trucks and various 
local vendors.

My Time to Shine, 7 
p.m., April 11: The very 
popular and competitive 
competition, held at 
the Carolina Civic 
Center in downtown 
Lumberton, will feature 
approximately 20 
contestants competing in 
all categories of talent, 
from singing and dancing 
to instrumental and 
more. The winner of this 
year’s competition will 
receive a $1,000 cash 
prize, with second place 
receiving $500 and third 
place $250. Additionally, 
a People’s Choice Award 
will be chosen based 
on ticket sales for each 
contestant and donations 
made during purchase 
checkout.

Southern Touch Craft 
Show, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
April 11: Southeastern 
NC Agricultural Events 
Center is hosting a 
Southern Touch Craft 
Show. Join all and shop 
from all the handcrafted 
artisans. Tickets in 
advance are $5, and kids 
under 12 are admitted 
free.

Spring Fling, 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., April 11: It’s 
Spring at His & Hers 
Greenhouse! Shop with 
vendors, ride the Barrel 
Train, win a prize and 
buy plants and garden 
supplies for the new 
growing season. The 
festival is an annual 
event, so enjoy a day 
outside with family and 
friends.

Bunco Bash, 6 
p.m., April 17: The 
Lumberton Woman’s 
Club is sponsoring a 
Bunco Bash, a fundraiser 
for the Rape Crisis 
Center of Robeson 
County. Purchase 
advance tickets only by 
emailing your request to 
LumbertonWC@gmail.
com. No experience 
needed to play, as 
instructions will be 
provided. Fantastic 
prizes provided for 
the winners! Drinks & 
Snacks are available for 
purchase. Tickets are $10 

each. The event is in the 
church’s fellowship hall.

Glow Run, 7 p.m., 
April 17: The Robeson 
Road Runners invite you 
to a free event. The Glow 
Run is a 5K and a 1-mile 
fun run. Assemble at the 
pavilion by the Silo at 
Raymond B. Pennington 
Park @ 7:00 p.m. Enjoy!

Cowboy Mounted 
Shooting, 9 a.m, 
April 17: Details to 
be announced! The 
Cowboys and Cowgirls 
are competing at the 
Southeastern NC 
Agricultural Events 
Center.

Cruise In, 10:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m., April 18: 
Jack Pait Strawberry 
Farm is hosting its 
First Annual Cruise In. 
Antique cars, maybe 
a tractor or two and 
free food. Check out 
this inaugural event. 
Enjoy the friendly and 
welcoming atmosphere at 
the farm.

Rob Cole – Carter’s 
Restaurant, 7 p.m., 
April 18: Enjoy an 
evening of live music 
with Rob Cole. Munch 
some delicious food, 
relax and enjoy the 
evening. Doors open 
at 7:00 p.m. and the 
concert starts at 8:15 
p.m. Carter’s Restaurant 
is located at Pinecrest 
Country Club.

Soul Serenade, 7 
p.m., April 18: Take a 
choral journey through 
the 70’s and 80’s with 
Damion Murrill & 
Friends. Wear your best 
70’s and 80’s outfi t to the 
event. Space is limited, 
and pre-sale tickets 
are required as tickets 
will not be available 
at the door. For more 
information, call 910-317-
0372. Tickets are $30 
each.

Spring Fling, 2 p.m. 
to 7 p.m., April 18: 
Spring is here at the 
Oasis, a Spring Fling 
event with vendors, food 
and lots of fun. Entry 
is $10. The petting zoo 
is available during the 
Spring Fling, so book it 
in advance.

DIY & Unwind, 4 
p.m. to 5:30 p.m., April 
22: The Robeson County 
Public Library is hosting 
an adult crafting event. 
Be creative and make a 
stamped tea towel. All 
supplies are provided; 
just show up and enjoy 
making the project. Call 
910-738-4859 for more 
details.

Always A 
Bridesmaid, 7 p.m., 
April 24: SAVE THE 
DATES! April 24, 25, 
26 and May 1, 2 and 3. 
Times of performances to 
be released soon! Purple 
Door Productions is 
presenting this hilarious 
comedic romp, in which 
four friends have sworn 
to keep the promise they 
made on the night of 
their Senior Prom: to be 

in each other’s weddings 
… no matter what. More 
than thirty years later, 
these Southern friends-
for-life are still making 
“the long walk” for each 
other, determined to 
honor that vow. This is 
a laugh-out-loud comedy 
that will defi nitely 
entertain.

Forever Motown, 
7:30 p.m., April 24: 
Forever Motown is a 
celebration of Motown’s 
infl uence and impact 
on popular music, with 
a focus on the beloved 
songs and performances 
of artists like The Four 
Tops, The Temptations, 
The Supremes, Smokey 
Robinson, Marvin Gaye, 
and more.

Fall Family Fun Fly-
in, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
April 25: Remote control 
airplane hobbyists are 
invited to the Mt. Elim 
Remote Control Airplane 
and Boat Club, located 
at 13799 N.C. Hwy. 72 
East in Lumberton, 
for their semi-annual 
Fall Family Fun Fly-in 
fundraiser. The event will 
feature local area pilots 
showcasing their fl ying 
skills, food and a raffl e. 
For more information, 
contact Don Valentine 
at 910-887- 5056 or 
donpaul.val@gmail.com.

16th Annual Shortest 
Parade, 10 a.m., April 
25: Welcome once 
again to the shortest 
parade! We will have 
our traditional, always 
exciting parade, 
unexpected surprises, 
BBQ plate fundraiser 
for the Patrick Pait 
Memorial Scholarship, 
local vendors, and farm 
animals to pet. Bring 
your family, bring your 
friends, and come out 
for a great way to make 
a memory! It’s a unique 
and fun experience!

Friends of Main 
Street Presents Tonya 
Holy Elk, 3 p.m., May 
3: Tonya Holy Elk and 
her son, Lakoda John 
will share poetry and 
music on Sunday, May 3, 
at 3 p.m. at The Kinship 
NC, 304 North Elm 
Street, Lumberton. This 
is an event of Stories 
and Sounds Downtown, 
funded through the NC 
Arts Council Grassroots 
funds coming to the 
Robeson County Arts 
Council.

ONGOING
Children’s Storytime 

— Lumberton, 10:30-
11:00 a.m. on Tuesdays 
and Fridays, Robeson 
County Public Library, 
101 N. Chestnut St., 
Lumberton.

Children’s Storytime 
— Pembroke, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. on the third 
Wednesday of the month 
at the Pembroke Library, 
413 Blaine St, Pembroke.

Music, Rhymes, 
and Storytime, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. on the third 

Thursday of each month, 
Robeson County Public 
Library, 101 N. Chestnut 
St., Lumberton.

Children’s Storytime 
— Red Springs, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. on the third 
Friday of each month 
at McMillan Memorial 
Library, Red Springs.

Children’s Storytime 
— Fairmont, 4:30-5:30 
p.m., on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month, 
at the Hector MacLean 
Library, 106 S. Main St., 
Fairmont.

Children’s Storytime 
— St. Pauls, 10:30-
11:30 a.m., on the fourth 
Wednesday at the Annie 
H McEachern Library, 
223 W. Broad St, St 
Pauls.

Farmers Market: 
Wednesdays, 3 p.m. to 
6 p.m.: On Wednesdays, 
the Robeson County 
Farmers Market features 
vegetables grown in 
Robeson County and 
neighboring counties. 
Local craft vendors 
are welcome additions 
to the market, and we 
encourage you to take 
the time to get to know 
them. The market is 
open every Wednesday 
from 7 a.m. to noon and 
on Saturdays through 
November, or until 
vendors sell out.

Music Jam Session: 
Bring instruments and 
songs to The Barn at 
Risen Farms from 6:30 
to 9:30 p.m. on the fi rst 
Friday of each month 
to jam the night away. 
There might be a dance 
or two.

Music, Rhymes 
and Storytime: 10:30-
11:30 a.m. on the fi rst 
Thursday of each month 
at the Robeson County 
Public Library, 101 N. 
Chestnut St., Lumberton.

Thursday Music 
Night at Your Pie: Your 
Pie Pizza hosts live 
music every Thursday 
night.

Flock Swap — 
Robeson Co. Farmers 
Market: The Farmers 
Market will host a Flock 
Swap from a.m. to 5 p.m. 
every third Saturday of 
the month. The Swap will 
be held in the adjacent 
lot, next to Market 
Street and Water Street. 
For more information, 
don’t hesitate to 
contact Marie at 
robesoncofarmersmkt@
gmail.com.

Lumberton Horse 
and Tack Auction: 
The Horse and Tack 
Auction is held on the 
fi rst Monday night 
of each month. Mark 
your calendars for 
this recurring event. 
All events are held at 
the Southeastern NC 
Agricultural Events 
Center in Robeson 
County.

NEWS The Robesonian2A    Wednesday, April 1, 2026

Jesus Loves You
Enchanted Florist 

& Gifts

611 Union Chapel Rd
Pembroke

Owner: In-House Designer
Canadee Marie Yanick

910-521-0907 
910-316-0851

Open Monday-Sunday
Flowers For All Occasions

Champion Media
(USPS 467-40)

910-739-4322
Publishes every Wednesday and Saturday

 eEdition and in print.
If you have a newspaper delivery concern
please call weekdays 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Prices are subject to change at any time.

CONTACT US

REGIONAL PUBLISHER:
Denise Ward

910-416-5867
dward@robesonian.com

ADVERTISING:
Denise Ward

dward@robesonian.com

Caroline Arrington
carrington@robesonian.com

Dee Dee Prevatte
dprevatte@bladenjournal.com

EDITOR:
Chris Stiles

910-416-5847
cstiles@robesonian.com

CIRCULATION:
Marty Deaver
910-416-5447

mdeaver@robesonian.com

CLASSIFIEDS/LEGALS
Linda Currie

910-739-4322
lcurrie@robesonian.com

2175 N Roberts Ave., Lumberton, NC 28358
Periodical postage paid at Lumberton, NC

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
The Robesonian, 2175 N. Roberts Ave., Lumberton, NC 28358-1028

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR:
Mike Skipper

The Robesonian

COMMUNITY CALENDAREDITOR’S NOTE
No obituaries were received for this edition of 

The Robesonian. Find the latest obituaries as they 
are received at robesonian.com. Obituaries can be 
submitted to robobits@cmpapers.com.

Advertise with 
us today!

Get 
Noticed.

Photo courtesy of NASA
The Artemis II mission is expected to orbit the moon, the first 
manned space mission to do so in more than 50 years.

NASA returns 
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with Artemis II
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LUMBERTON — The 
Public Schools of Robe-
son County held a spe-
cial-called board meeting 
on Monday.

The board heard a 
complaint shared with 
Assistant Superinten-
dent Windy Dorsey Carr 
and Director of Cur-
riculum and Instruction 
Debra Dowless regard-
ing fl ex grouping during 
class time.

Flex Grouping is a 
practice in which stu-
dents are periodically 
grouped with others 
during class group work, 
intended to ensure that 

they are consistently 
surrounded by the best 
group possible for their 
task. The complaint 
alleged the groupings 
were unfairly favoring 
“gifted children,” though 
no specifi c instances 
were mentioned.

Additionally, the board 
received an update on 
a complaint that was 
brought to them during 
the last closed session 
meeting. The complaint 
indicated that employees 
were receiving school-
based salaries while 
performing central offi ce 
duties.

Chief Financial Offi cer 
Erica Setzer told the 
board that, while the 

complaint was correct, 
the board had approved 
a 2021 payment plan 
under which the central 
offi ce would compare 
the salaries of school 
employees and central 
offi ce employees, and 
whichever was higher 
would be the pay for a 
central offi ce position.

“They have not 
received any bonuses, 
that I know of, that have 
been earmarked for 
school-based personnel,” 
Setzer said.

The board’s next regu-
lar monthly meeting is 
scheduled for Tuesday, 
April 21.

Contact Victoria Sanderson at 
vsanderson@robesonian.com.

WASHINGTON — U.S. 
Sens. Ted Budd (R-N.C.) 
and Thom Tillis (R-N.C.) 
led several of their Senate 
colleagues in introducing 
the Farmworker Access 
and Retention Modern-
ization (FARM) Stability 
Act today, which would 
codify the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor’s (DOL) 
initiative to stabilize 
agricultural labor costs. 
This legislation aims to 
provide farmers with 
greater certainty and clar-
ity when forecasting labor 
costs as they plan for 
future growing seasons.

“As labor costs contin-
ue to climb, our nation’s 
farmers and ranchers 
deserve to know the 
price tag associated with 
keeping their operations 
going,” Budd said. “Agri-
culture is North Caro-
lina’s leading industry 
and a cornerstone of our 
economy, but without a 
stable, reliable workforce, 
our producers cannot 
plan, threatening both 
their livelihoods and our 
nation’s food supply. The 
DOL has helped provide 
farmers with the trans-
parency they deserve, 
but now we must ensure 
agricultural labor costs 
remain affordable by pass-
ing the FARM Stability 
Act.”

“The FARM Stability 
Act delivers the certainty 
our farmers need by 

bringing clarity and pre-
dictability to the H-2A 
wage process. By codify-
ing the Department of 
Labor’s approach, this 
commonsense legisla-
tion helps stabilize labor 
costs, strengthen our 
agricultural workforce, 
and ensure North Caro-
lina’s farmers can con-
tinue to feed and fuel our 
nation,” said Tillis.

U.S. Sens. Tim Scott 
(R-S.C.), Cindy Hyde-
Smith (R-Miss.), John 
Boozman (R-Ark.), Mike 
Crapo (R-Idaho), Pete 
Ricketts (R-Neb.), Cyn-
thia Lummis (R-Wyo.), 
and Roger Wicker 
(R-Miss.) joined in intro-
ducing the legislation.

Farmers have been 
grappling with rapidly ris-
ing labor costs, driven in 
large part by the misman-
agement of calculating 

the Adverse Effect Wage 
Rate (AEWR) used in the 
H-2A Temporary Agricul-
tural Worker program, a 
press release stated. Last 
October, DOL sought to 
address this concern by 
issuing an Interim Final 
Rule (IFR). This rule 
established an annual 
adjustment to the hourly 
AEWR and created sepa-
rate wage scales for entry-
level and experienced 
H-2A workers, providing 
much-needed clarity for 
the agricultural industry.

To ensure the future 
stabilization of agricultur-
al labor costs, the FARM 
Stability Act would:

— Codify DOL’s Com-
pensation Adjustment 
Factor for the AEWR.

— Ensure that housing 
provided by farm opera-
tors is adequately consid-
ered when determining 
the AEWR.

— Codify the Two-
Tiered Wage Scale.

— Ensure that both 
entry-level and experi-
enced agricultural work-
ers are fairly compensated 
for their labor.

Mark Locklear
For The Robesonian

PEMBROKE — The restoration of 
Old Main at UNC Pembroke continues 
to gain momentum with an additional 
$1 million in federal funding secured 
through the Transportation, Housing 
and Urban Development, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act for fi scal 
year 2026.

Championed by U.S. Rep. David 
Rouzer, the funding builds on earlier 
investments to preserve the building’s 
historic facade and marks a signifi cant 
step forward in restoring one of UNCP’s 
most iconic landmarks. The earmark 
was included in the federal spending 
package supporting transportation, 
housing and community development 
priorities.

“I am proud to support the restora-
tion and preservation of Old Main,” 
Rouzer said. “This historic building 
stands as a true testament to the resil-
ience and enduring spirit of the Lumbee 
Tribe of North Carolina.”

Originally completed in 1923 as the 
fi rst brick building on campus, Old 
Main has long stood at the center of 
UNCP, both physically and symbolically, 
representing education, resilience and 
self-determination. Its history refl ects 
that legacy: saved from demolition by 
community advocacy in 1972, devas-
tated by a fi re the following year and 
ultimately, with the assistance of then-
Governor James Holshouser and the 
North Carolina legislature, restored and 
reopened in 1979.

But Old Main is not just a symbol 
of the past — it remains one of the 
university’s most active and impactful 
academic spaces today.

Today, the building serves as a 
dynamic academic hub where teaching, 

learning and student experience come 
together. It houses the Mass Communi-
cation department, where students gain 
hands-on experience in industry-stan-
dard media spaces, including WNCP-TV 
— a fully equipped television station — 
as well as a professional-grade studio, 
control room, podcast studio, editing 
suites and newsroom. The second fl oor 
features smart classrooms, faculty offi c-
es and collaborative spaces supporting 
student-led media organizations such 
as The Pine Needle newspaper, Indian-
head Yearbook and the Mass Communi-
cation Student Club.

The building also serves as a central 
location for the university’s Teaching 
and Learning Center, which supports 
faculty through professional develop-
ment, instructional innovation and 
student success initiatives. Through fac-
ulty-led workshops, coaching and inter-
disciplinary collaboration, the center 
strengthens pedagogy, promotes teach-
ing as a scholarly practice and advances 
strategies that enhance retention and 
learning outcomes across campus.

And Old Main’s impact extends 
beyond the classroom, connecting 
academic experience with the cultural 
heritage that defi nes UNC Pembroke. 
The building is home to the Curt and 
Catherine Locklear American Indian 
Heritage Center and the Museum of the 
Southeast American Indian, serving as 
a vibrant hub for heritage, education 
and cultural awareness for tribes and 
communities across the Southeast.

“Old Main is more than a building; 
it is a symbol of UNC Pembroke and 
the foundation of who we are,” said 
Chancellor Robin Gary Cummings. 
“This federal investment honors that 
legacy and ensures future generations 
of Braves will continue to learn, gather 
and be inspired in a space that refl ects 

the promise and potential of education 
to change lives.”

Previous funding for the project 
includes a $750,000 History of Equal 
Rights grant from the Historic Preserva-
tion Fund, administered by the National 
Park Service, along with $550,000 in 
university funds. Together, those invest-
ments support a $1.3 million façade 
restoration project — the fi rst major 
renovation planned for Old Main since 
its restoration more than four decades 
ago.

The project will include repairs to the 
building’s pediment, mortar replace-
ment and environmental protections 
designed to preserve its distinctive 
front. The work will be led by Jenkins 
Peer Architects and Wiss, Janney, Elst-
ner Associates.

The newly secured federal funding 
will help advance the exterior restora-

tion. The university continues to pursue 
additional support for remaining needs, 
including roof replacement, brickwork 
repair, climate control upgrades, win-
dow restoration and improvements that 
enhance accessibility and safety.

Cummings said the federal invest-
ment refl ects growing recognition 
of Old Main’s cultural, historical and 
regional signifi cance and underscores 
the importance of preserving spaces 
that refl ect an institution’s legacy.

“The restoration of Old Main will 
ensure this treasured landmark con-
tinues to serve our students and com-
munity for generations to come,” he 
said. “We are grateful for the continued 
federal support that helps us preserve 
and protect it.”

Mark Locklear is a public communications specialist 
with UNC Pembroke communications & marketing. 
Reach him by email at mark.locklear@uncp.edu.
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Paula Lewis 
(910) 740-7857
Brandy Church 

(321) 320-2081

Pet Salon
Dog Has Styl

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

Luxury Shampoo, Conditioner & 
Cologne Available
Large Selection Of 

Pet Safe Vegan Colors

(910) 740-7857(910) 740-7857(910) 740-7857(910) 740-7857

208 South Main Street
 Fairmont, NC 28340

Accepting New Clients

Kary Wilkins Insurance Group
Regional Manager

Your Final Expense Solution
2175 N Roberts Ave, Ste. 203

Lumberton, NC 28358
910-374-4523

pastorkarywilkins@yahoo.com

Photo courtesy of UNCP
An additional $1 million in federal funding has been secured as part of the restoration of Old Main at 
UNC Pembroke.

UNCP secures additional $1M in federal funding for Old Main restoration

Budd Tillis

FROM THE LEGISLATURE

Budd, Tillis lead FARM 
Stability Act to stabilize 
agricultural labor costs

School board holds 
special meeting



We’ve long known that Donald Trump drives his 
critics crazy, and he’s now doing it to some critics 
who used to be friends. The isolationist right is 
convinced that President Trump is waging the Iran 
War in behalf of Israel, which would make him the 
handmaiden of a foreign power.

That should be a familiar-sounding charge since 
Democrats and the media spent most of Trump’s 
first term making the same accusation, except the 
foreign puppeteer was Russia rather than Israel. 
Now, “Russia, Russia, Russia,” as Trump puts it, 
has become “Israel, Israel, Israel.”

All of this is misbegotten, first, 
because we have never had a presi-
dent who is so thoroughly his own 
man as Donald Trump. Good luck 
trying to control him, as so many 
advisors have learned over the years. 
There are few things he’s done as 
president where you’ve thought, “Oh, 
that’s so unlike him.”

That includes firing FBI director 
James Comey in his first term, one 
of the counts against him during the 
Russia frenzy, and launching the war 
against Iran today.

Going back 50 years, no one would have been 
shocked to learn that a nationalistic American 
president had bombed Iran. Trump is just such a 
figure, and sure enough, has bombed Iran twice 
now.

Trump has made bellicose statements about Iran 
since 1980, and nothing we’ve heard now suggests 
anything other than that he genuinely relishes kill-
ing Iran’s leaders and destroying its weapons.

Temperamentally, Trump loves exercising power, 
always wants to do it on his own authority and 
seeks to preserve his options. It shouldn’t be sur-
prising, then, that as commander in chief of the 
world’s most proficient military, he’s been drawn 
to using and threatening force.

Israel didn’t talk Trump into conducting his Ven-
ezuela raid, or menacing Denmark over Greenland, 
or looking to Cuba as his next potential target.

One argument, based on a distortion of remarks 
made by Secretary of State Marco Rubio, is that 
Israel forced Trump’s hand; it was going to attack 
Iran no matter what, and we knew U.S. personnel 
would be hit by Iran in response and would be par-
ticularly vulnerable if we didn’t hit Iran as well.

Check and mate, Bibi Netanyahu.
The idea, though, that Trump was too sheep-

ish to stay Netanyahu’s hand if the Israeli prime 
minister was about to launch a military operation 
that Trump opposed and was going to jeopardize 
American lives is preposterous.

Trump has been happy to say “no” to Netanyahu 
before. He pressured the Israeli leader into turning 
back planes at the end of the 12 Day War last June.

By alleging that Israel forced the U.S. into war, 
the isolationists think they are making a harsh crit-
icism of the Jewish state, but they are really damn-
ing Trump. What worse offense can a president 
of the United States commit than subjugating his 
own nation to a foreign power? It’s a treasonous 
act that deserves impeachment and removal.

This is exactly why the Russian obsessives so 
delighted in believing 
that Trump was a tool of 
the Kremlin.

Most of the right-
wing dissenters blanch 
at following their own 
logic. An alternative 
tack — seen in intelli-
gence official Joe Kent’s 
resignation letter — is 
to argue that Trump was 
fooled. Kent said there 
was “a misinformation 
campaign” that created 
an echo chamber “to 
deceive” the president.

This argument is still a stinging condemnation. 
It paints Trump as an easily manipulated naif, and 
on a consequential matter of war and peace. In 
reality, there was no broad-ranging media drum-
beat for war and no wave of popular support. This, 
again, emphasizes how the decision was Trump’s, 
and his alone.

The Russian hoax was, in part, driven by the 
left’s shock at Trump’s victory in 2016. Likewise, 
the isolationists are having trouble processing 
the fact that the president whom they invested so 
much in launched a major Middle Eastern war. But 
Trump was not owned by this faction of the right, 
any more than he is owned by Israel.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

BE A ROBESONIAN 
OPINION SHAPER
If you can express 
an opinion in 800 
words or fewer — once 
every three months 
— you probably have 
what it takes to be a 
Robesonian Opinion 
Shaper. Contact Editor 
Chris Stiles at cstiles@
robesonian.com.
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Editorial

The Robesonian welcomes letters to the editor. 
Letters should be about issues of general interest, 
brief and to the point. We reserve the right to refuse 
letters longer than 400 words; poetry; letters that are 
in bad taste or libelous; and letters from outside our 
readership. Letters may be edited, but content will not 
be altered

Letters should be original. They must be signed. 
Please include your address and daytime phone 
number. Street addresses and phone numbers will not 
be published. A photograph of the writer will be used if 
provided.

Send letters to: The Robesonian, P.O. Box 1028, 
Lumberton, NC 28359, or fax them to (910) 739-6553. 
Letters can be sent via email to cstiles@robesonian.
com.

LETTERS POLICY

OPINION SHAPER

HIS VIEW

CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATORS

Carolina arts need your investment
RALEIGH — The bril-

liant (and controversial) 
French artist Edgar Degas 
drew, painted and sculpt-
ed. Although he relished a 
wide range of subjects, his 
best-known works depict 
ballet dancers.

“Art is not what you 
see,” Degas once observed, 
“but what you make oth-
ers see.” He used the term 
in its broadest sense, to 
include not just the arts 
he mastered but those of 
the dancers he painted, 
the musicians he knew, the 
writers he admired.

North Carolina has a 
long and fascinating tradi-
tion of artistic expression 
and appreciation. One of 
our oldest surviving works, 
the intricate petroglyphs 
carved into Judaculla 
Rock near Cullowhee, 
date back more than a 
millennium. John White, 
founding governor of Sir 
Walter Raleigh’s doomed 
“Lost Colony,” captured 
his initial impressions of 
Roanoke Island and its 
indigenous residents in 
watercolor sketches now 
preserved in London’s 
British Museum. For cen-
turies, North Carolinians 
of varied backgrounds and 
interests produced pottery, 
beadwork, jewelry, embroi-
dery and other pieces that 
still retain their power 
to impress, impart and 
inspire.

In the performing arts, 
too, our state has been a 
leader. The first profession-
ally staged drama penned 
by an American was The 
Prince of Parthia, com-
pleted in Wilmington by 
Thomas Godfrey in 
1759 and produced 
nearly a decade later 
in Philadelphia. 
Wilmington is also 
the home of one of 
the oldest theatrical 
companies in the 
country. Founded in 
1788, the Thalian 
Association Com-
munity Theatre 
stages regular pro-
ductions at the city’s 
Thalian Hall, built in 1858.

I write not to rehearse 
North Carolina’s artistic 
history but to encourage 
today’s generation to con-
tribute to it. Public institu-
tions have a role to play, 
but neither state grants 
nor local appropriations 
will ever supply more than 
a fraction of what the arts 
require to thrive.

Some succeed as purely 
commercial endeavors, of 
course. Publishing, music, 
and film are big busi-
nesses. Other arts with 
high costs and narrower 
(but still substantial) 
audiences are best housed 
within nonprofits. On aver-
age, ticket sales and other 
earned income comprise 
about 60% of annual reve-

nue for such organizations, 
with private philanthropy 
supplying 30% and govern-
ment 10%.

These shares vary 
by sector and size. For 
example, a 2025 survey of 

community theatres 
across the country 
found that nearly 
two-thirds have 
annual budgets 
below $250,000 and 
most receive either 
no government 
funding or grants 
counted in four fig-
ures, not five or six.

The charitable 
organization for 
which I serve as 

president, the John Wil-
liam Pope Foundation, has 
been supporting the arts 
since its inception in 1986. 
One of our statewide initia-
tives, named after John 
Pope’s wife and philan-
thropic partner Joy, offers 
$100,000 a year in grants 
to local groups needing to 
upgrade their facilities or 
pilot new programs.

In 2026, there are five 
recipients of Joy W. Pope 
Memorial Grants for the 
Arts. The Lenoir-based 
James C. Harper School of 
Performing Arts provides 
high-quality musical and 
performing arts instruc-
tion. The Mitford Museum 
& Discovery Center, also 
in Caldwell County, will 
use our grant to upfit its 

exhibit space and record-
ing studio. The Smoky 
Mountain Community 
Theatre in Bryson City 
will refurbish its electrical 
and HVAC systems, walls, 
flooring, seats, and stage.

Another grantee, Junior 
Appalachian Musicians, 
offers after-school training 
in traditional instruments 
such as fiddle, banjo and 
guitar to students in a 
swath of Western North 
Carolina counties. And on 
the other side of the state, 
the Wilson Arts Center 
will use its Joy Pope grant 
to build out class and stu-
dio space as well as facili-
ties for theatrical rehearsal 
and scene construction.

Arts groups don’t just 
need institutional grants. 
They need individual gifts, 
attendance and volunteers. 
Don’t be shy. Jump in 
with both feet. ”Practic-
ing an art, no matter how 
well or badly, is a way to 
make your soul grow, for 
heaven’s sake,” said Kurt 
Vonnegut. “Sing in the 
shower. Dance to the radio. 
Tell stories. Write a poem 
to a friend, even a lousy 
poem. Do it as well as you 
possible can. You will get 
an enormous reward.”

As will we all.

John Hood is a John Locke 
Foundation board member. His 
latest books, Mountain Folk and 
Forest Folk, combine epic fantasy 
with early American history 
(FolkloreCycle.com).

John
Hood
Contributing 
columnist

PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF 
ROBESON COUNTY

John Simmons, Dist. 1, 
john.simmons@robeson.
k12.nc.us

Melissa Ocean, Vice 
Chairman, Dist. 2, melissa.
ocean@robeson.k12.nc.us

Linda Emanuel, Dist. 3, 
linda.emanuel@robeson.
k12.nc.us

Terry Locklear, Dist. 4, 
terry.locklear2@robeson.
k12.nc.us

Craig Lowry, Dist. 5, 
craig.lowry2@robeson.k12.
nc.us

Crystal Weindel Monroe, 
Dist. 6, crystal.monroe@
robeson.k12.nc.us

Bradley Phillips, Dist. 7, 
bradley.phillips@robeson.
k12.nc.us

Tre’ Britt, Chairman, 
Dist. 8, tre.britt@robeson.
k12.nc.us

Kristy Fields, At-Large, 
kristy.fields@robeson.k12.
nc.us

Vonta Leach, At-Large, 
vonta.leach@robeson.k12.
nc.us

Henry Brewer, At-Large, 
henry.brewer@robeson.
k12.nc.us

LUMBERTON CITY 

COUNCIL, 910-272-1346
Bruce Davis, Mayor, 

910-671-3806, bdavis@
ci.lumberton.nc.us

Leroy Rising, Precinct 1, 
lrising@ci.lumberton.nc.us

Melissa Robinson, 
Precinct 2, mrobinson@
ci.lumberton.nc.us

John Carroll, Mayor Pro 
Tem, Precinct 3, jcarroll@
ci.lumberton.nc.us

Karen Higley, Precinct 4, 
khigley@ci.lumberton.nc.us

John Cantey Jr., Precinct 
5, jcantey@ci.lumberton.
nc.us

Alfred Douglas, Pre-
cinct 6, alfred.douglas@
ci.lumberton.nc.us

Eric Chavis, Precinct 7, 
echavis@ci.lumberton.nc.us

Owen Thomas, Precinct 
8, othomas@ci.lumberton.
nc.us

ROBESON COUNTY
Wixie Stephens, Dist. 1, 

910-733-4770, district1@
co.robeson.nc.us.

Pauline Campbell, Dist. 
2, 910-734-3024, pauline.
campbell@co.robeson.
nc.us. .

John Cummings, Dist. 3, 
910-734-9604, district3@
co.robeson.nc.us.

Faline Locklear Dial, Vice 
Chairman, Dist. 4, 910-827-
1005, falinedial907@gmail.
com.

Judy Sampson, Dist. 5, 
910-374-8939, judy5rcc@
gmail.com.

David Edge, Chairman, 
Dist. 6, 910-258-1166, 
dedge53@yahoo.com

Tom Taylor, Dist. 7, 
910-608-9167, district7@
co.robeson.nc.us

Lance Herndon, Dist. 8, 
910-733-5472.

NORTH CAROLINA 
(State Offices)

Sen. Danny Earl Britt Jr., 
R-Dist. 24 (Hoke, Robeson, 
Scotland), 300 N. Salisbury 
St., Room 525, Raleigh, NC 
27603, 919-733-5651.

Rep. John Lowery, 
R-Dist. 47 (Robeson), 300 
N. Salisbury Street, 306B2, 
Raleigh, NC 27603-5925, 
919-715-0875, John.Low-
ery@ncleg.gov.

Rep. Brenden H. Jones, 
R-Dist. 46 (Robeson, 
Columbus), 16 W. Jones St., 
Room 1227, Raleigh, NC 
27601-1096, 919-733-5821 
or 919-733-5821.

UNITED STATES 
(Federal Offices)

U.S. Sen. Thom Tillis, 
R-N.C., 310 New Bern Ave. 
Suite 122, Raleigh, NC 
27601, 919-856-4630, or 
113 Dirksen Senate Office 
Building, Washington, DC 
20510, 202-224-6342

U.S. Sen. Ted Budd, 
R-N.C., B85 Russell Senate 
Office Building, Washing-
ton DC 20510, (202) 224-
3154.

U.S. Rep. Mark Harris. 
R-N.C., 8th Dist., 126 Can-
non House Office Building, 
202-225-1976

U.S. Rep. David Rouzer, 
R-N.C., 7th Dist., 2333 Ray-
burn House Office Building, 
Washington, DC 20515, 
202-225-2731.

U.S. Pres. Donald Trump, 
Comments: 202-456-1111, 
Switchboard: 202-456-1414; 
Leave a written message: 
https://www.whitehouse.
gov/contact/. Mailing 
address: The White House, 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
N.W., Washington, DC 
20500.

U.S. Capitol Switchboard, 
202-224-3121.

White House Switch-
board, 202-456-1414.

Rich 
Lowery
Contributing 
columnist

The Israel hoax
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1. TELEVISION: What is Ron Swan-
son's favorite food group in the sitcom 
"Parks and Recreation"?

2. GAMES: In Scrabble, how many 
tiles does each player get to start?

3. GEOGRAPHY: Dubai is in which 
Middle Eastern country?

4. MOVIES: What is Neo's real name 
in "The Matrix"?

5. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which pres-
ident was born with the name Leslie 
Lynch King Jr.?

6. LITERATURE: Which 19th-century 
English novel introduces the character 
Mr. Rochester?

7. FOOD & DRINK: Cornelius Roost-
er is the mascot of which cereal brand?

8. SCIENCE: What is the process 
called when water evaporates from 
plants?

9. CHEMISTRY: What is the most 
abundant metal in Earth's crust?

10. ANATOMY: How many vertebrae 
are in the human spine?

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Trivia Answers
1. Meat
2. Seven
3. United Arab Emirates
4. Thomas Anderson
5. Gerald Ford
6. “Jane Eyre” by Charlotte Bronte
7. Kellogg’s Corn Flakes
8. Transpiration
9. Aluminum
10. 33

Posting DateMarch 30, 2026

OLIVE & POPEYE By Randy Milholland
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Classifieds
www.robesonian.com

BUY • SELL
RENT • HIRE

Linda Currie - Classified Service Rep |  lcurrie@robesonian.com

MANUFACTURED HOUSING AUTOMOTIVE LEGALSSERVICE DIRECTORYEMPLOYMENTFOR SALE YARD SALE FOR RENTMERCHANDISE
$

FINANCIAL SERVICES ANIMALS

Local Rates Include Online
Bargain Basement - ONE ITEM $50 or less - 3 lines or less, 3 days $10.70

Yard Sale Ads - 1 Day $10 - 2 Days $18 - 3 Days $20

Merchandise for Sale - Special 3 lines or less - 7 days $34.50

Notice to Creditors/Debtors Legal Ad -  $108.50 

NO REFUNDS for early cancellation

Our hours: M-F 8:30am-5pm

DEADLINES:

Wednesday’s paper @ 12noon Tuesday

Saturday’s paper @ 4pm Thursday

* Holiday deadlines will vary.

Visa - MC - AMEX - Check

5 Easy ways to place your ad:
1. Call: (910) 739-4322
3. E-mail: robclassifieds@cmpapers.com
4. Stop by or mail to: 
2175 N. Roberts Ave., Lumberton, NC 28358
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LEGALS

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

AND DEBTORS Of
SYBLE EDWARDS BUNNELL

DECEASED
File Number 26E000097-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Executor, of the 
estate of Syble Edwards 
Bunnell, deceased, late of 
Robeson County, this is to 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on or 
before the 21st day of June, 
2026, or be barred from their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate are asked 
to please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.

This the 18th day of March, 
2026.

Matthew Nathaniel Inman
23939 NC 71 Highway North
Parkton, NC 28371

Attorney
Thorp, Clarke & Regan, PA - 
George D. Regan, Jr.
PO Box 478
St. Pauls, NC 28384
910-865-4059

3/18 3/25 4/1 4/8 2026

 

NOTICE OF MEETING

NOTICE is hereby given 
that the City Council of the 
City of Lumberton will hold 
the Planning Workshop on 
Wednesday, April 8, 2026, 
starting at 8:30 a.m. The 
meeting will be held in the City 
Council Conference Room of 
the Municipal Building, 500 N. 
Cedar Street.

Laney Mitchell-McIntosh
City Clerk
Control Number # 1370

4/1 2026

 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF ROBESON
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE DISTRICT COURT 
DIVISION
BEFORE THE CLERK
26SP000054-770
JAMES H. WALTERS and 
Spouse, VICKIE H. WALTERS,
Vs.
Petitioners,
DEBRA LEE PEEAL and any 
unknown Spouse, BILLY JOE 
HANEY and any Unknown 
Spouse, JAMES STEPHEN 
HANEY and any unknown 
Spouse, and JAMES MONROE 
HANEY and any Unknown 
Spouse.
TO:
Respondents.

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
DEBRA L. PEEAL, and any 
unknown spouse BILLY J. 
HANEY and any unknown 
spouse JAMES S. HANEY, and 
any unknown spouse JAMES 
M. HANEY, and any unknown 
spouse
TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above- entitled 
action in Robeson County, 
Lumberton, North Carolina. The 
nature of relief being sought is 
as follows: PETITION FOR 
PARTITION.
You are required to make a 
defense to such pleading no 
later than April 28, 2026, said 
date being forty (40) days 
from the first publication of this 
Notice; and upon your failure to 
do so, the party seeking service 
against you will apply to the 
Court for the relief sought.
This the 18th day of March, 
2026.
03/18, 03/25, 04/01 2026
GRAHAM LAW FIRM, PLLC 
Crystal L. Graham
Attorney for the Petitioners PO 
Box 965
Lumberton, NC 28359
910.735.2876 Telephone
910.735.2879 Fax

3/18 3/25 4/1 2026

 

Longleaf Apartments in 
Lumberton is accepting 
applications for 1BR & 2BR 
units. Section 8 welcomed. 
Accessible units designed 
for persons with disabilities 
subject to availability. Visit 
us at 412 Lindsey St. or call 
(910) 272-0860 (TTY 711) 
for more information. $25 
application fee, credit/criminal 
check required. Equal Housing 
Opportunity. Professionally 
managed by Partnership 
Property Management, an 
equal opportunity provider and 
employer.

3/18 3/25 4/1 2026
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NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH 
CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
IN THE GENERAL COURT 

OF JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION

IN RE: JA’MERE THOMPSON, 
JUVENILE

TO: UNKNOWN FATHER

TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above entitled 
action. The nature of the relief 
sought is as follows:

For the Court to determine if 
the juvenile is a neglected as 
defined by N.C.G.S. 7B-101 
(15).

You will further take notice that 
the undersigned will appear 
before the Juvenile Court of 
Robeson County forty (40) 
days or more after this first date 
to such pleadings by said time, 
upon your failure to do so, the 
undersigned will apply to the 
Court for the relief sought.

If you are indigent, you are 
entitled to court appoint 
counsel. You may contact the 
Robeson County Clerk of 
District Court, Juvenile Division 
and request counsel.

This the 17th day of March, 
2026

Jose A. Coker
N.C. Bar No. 28478
The Charleston Group
Attorneys for Robeson County
Department of Social Services
Post Office Box 1762
Fayetteville, NC 28302-1762
Telephone No.: (910) 485-2500
Telecopier No.: (910) 485-2599

3/25 4/1 4/8 2026

 

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH 
CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
IN THE GENERAL COURT 

OF JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION

IN RE: KHAIZA CUMMINGS, 
JUVENILE

TO:    UNKNOWN FATHER

TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above entitled 
action. The nature of the relief 
sought is as follows:

For the Court to determine if the 
juvenile is neglected as defined 
by N.C.G.S. 7B-101 (15).

You will further take notice that 
the undersigned will appear 
before the Juvenile Court of 
Robeson County forty (40) 
days or more after this first date 
to such pleadings by said time, 
upon your failure to do so, the 
undersigned will apply to the 
Court for the relief sought.

If you are indigent, you are 
entitled to court appoint 
counsel. You may contact the 
Robeson County Clerk of 
District Court, Juvenile Division 
and request counsel.

This the 23rd day of March, 
2026

Jose A. Coker
N.C. Bar No. 28478
The Charleston Group
Attorneys for Robeson County
Department of Social Services
Post Office Box 1762
Fayetteville, NC 28302-1762
Telephone No.: (910) 485-2500
Telecopier No.: (910) 485-2599

4/1 4/8 4/15 2026

 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF KIMBERLEE 

ANN PERNO
FILE NO. 26E000267-770

ALL PERSONS, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against Kimberlee Ann Perno, 
deceased, of Robeson County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before June 18th, 2026, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment. 
This the 18th day of March, 
2026. Katelynn Rose Perno, 
Administrator of the Estate 
of Kimberlee Ann Perno, c/o 
Jessica Mantekas, Attorney, 
1255 Crescent Green, Suite 
200, Cary, NC 27518.

3/18 3/25 4/1 4/8 2026

 

LEGALS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PROGRAM CLOSE-OUT
2021 LUMBERTON CDBG-NR

Notice is hereby given that 
the Lumberton City Council 
will conduct a Public Hearing 
on April 13, 2026 at 11:00 am 
at the Lumberton City Hall 
concerning the Close-out of 
the Lumberton 2021 CDBG-NR 
project.

The purpose of this public 
hearing is to notify citizens of 
the completion of the project 
and receive comments relative 
to the project. Formal written 
views concerning the project 
submitted to the Mayor’s office 
will be responded to within ten 
(10) business days.

This program was funded with 
$750,000 of CDBG funds which 
represents 100% of the total 
project funds.

If you plan to attend and require 
special accommodations 
because of a disability or 
physical impairment, please 
contact Laney Mitchell-
McIntosh at 910-671-3807 
(TDD 800-735-2962) at least 
2 business days prior to the 
hearing.

This information is available in 
Spanish or any other language 
upon request. Please contact 
Stephanie Canady at 910-
671-3844 or at 500 North 
Cedar Street, Lumberton, NC 
for accommodations for this 
request.

Esta información está 
disponible en español o 
cualquier otro lenguaje a 
petición. Por favor, póngase 
en contacto con Stephanie 
Canady en 910-671-3844 o 
en 500 North Cedar Street, 
Lumberton, NC de alojamiento 
para esta solicitud.

Bruce Davis
Mayor
Equal Housing Opportunity
EEO Employer
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IN THE GENERAL
COURT OF JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
ROBESON COUNTY,
NORTH CAROLINA

GARY ALLEN SCHWARZMAN 
II
vs.
WHITNEY NICOLE
SCHWARZMAN

FILE NO. 26 CV 000256-770

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

TO: WHITNEY NICOLE 
SCHWARZMAN

TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above-entitled 
action in Lumberton, Robeson 
County, North Carolina. The 
nature of relief being sought 
is as follows: Complaint for 
Absolute Divorce.

You are required to make 
defense to such pleading not 
later than the 4th day of May, 
2026, said date being forty (40) 
days from the first publication 
of this Notice, or from the date 
Complaint is required to be 
filed, whichever is later; and 
upon your failure to do so, the 
party seeking service against 
you will apply to the Court for 
the relief sought.

This 25th day of March 2026.

KEOSHA C. HUNT
Attorney for Plaintiff
THE LAW OFFICE OF 
KEOSHA HUNT, P.L.L.C.
319 North Elm Street
Lumberton, NC 28358
(910) 225-5242 Telephone 

3/25 4/1 4/8 2026

 

LEGALS

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

AND DEBTORS OF
BERTHA CAROL LOCKLEAR

DECEASED
FILE NUMBER

25 E 002166-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Administrators, of 
the Estate of BERTHA CAROL 
LOCKLEAR, deceased, late of 
ROBESON COUNTY, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on or 
before the 3rd day of July 2026 
or be barred from their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said 
estate are asked to please 
make immediate payment to 
the undersigned.

This is the 1st day of APRIL 
2026

KENNETH LOCKLEAR
1668 MIDWAY RD
MAXTON NC 28364

4/1 4/8 4/15 4/22 2026

 

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

AND DEBTORS OF
BETTY ARNETTE TART

DECEASED
FILE NUMBER

26 E 000270-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Administrators, of 
the Estate of BETTY ARNETTE 
TART, deceased, late of 
ROBESON COUNTY, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on or 
before the 22nd day of JUNE 
2026 or be barred from their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate are asked 
to please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.

This is the 18th day of MARCH 
2026.

BETTY CAROLYN TART
776 E ARMFIELD ST
P.O. BOX 775
SAINT PAULS NC 28384

3/18 3/25 4/1 4/8 2026

 

Notice to Creditors
File Number:

26 E 000098-770

Having qualified as the Personal 
Representative of the Estate 
of CHARLES FREEMAN, late 
of Robeson County, North 
Carolina, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 
said decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned in care of the 
attorney for the estate, Sonya 
Linton, Magnolia Legal, 3001 
Academy Rd., Ste 120 Durham, 
NC 27707, on or before the 30th 
day of June, 2026, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.

This is 1st day of day of April 
2026.

Charles Freeman
Personal Representative

Attorney for Estate:

Sonya Linton
3001 Academy Rd., Ste 120
Durham, NC 27707

4/1 4/8 4/15 4/22 2026

 

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

AND DEBTORS OF
DELLA REE HAMMONDS

DECEASED
FILE NUMBER

25 E 001248-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Administrators, 
of the Estate of DELLA REE 
HAMMONDS, deceased, late 
of ROBESON COUNTY, this 
is to notify all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against said estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on 
or before the 3rd day of JULY 
2026 or be barred from their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate are asked 
to please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.

This is the 1st day of APRIL 
2026

JAMES ALLEN HAMMONDS
824 ISLAND GROVE ROAD
MAXTON NC 28364

4/1 4/8 4/15 4/22 2026

 

LEGALS

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

AND DEBTORS OF
DENISE MICHELLE

BRITT ALLEN
DECEASED

FILE NUMBER
26 E 000304-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Administrators, 
of the Estate of DENISE 
MICHELLE BRITT ALLEN 
deceased, late of ROBESON 
COUNTY, this is to notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said 
estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 
29th day of JUNE 2026 or be 
barred from their recovery. All 
persons indebted to said estate 
are asked to please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.

This the 25th day of MARCH 
2026.

LESTER MITCHELL ALLEN
239 CEMETERY STREET
PARKTON NC 28371

3/25 4/1 4/8 4/15 2026

 

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

AND DEBTORS OF
DOROTHY THOMPSON

DECEASED
FILE NUMBER

25 E 001676-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Administrators, 
of the Estate of DOROTHY 
THOMPSON, deceased, late 
of ROBESON COUNTY, this 
is to notify all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against said estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on or 
before the 29th day of JUNE 
2026 or be barred from their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate are asked 
to please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.

This is the 25th day of MARCH 
2026

GENE B THOMPSON
4581 W MCDUFFIE
CROSSING RD
LUMBERTON NC 28360

3/25 4/1 4/8 4/15 2026

 

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

AND DEBTORS OF
EVA GRAY IVEY PAGE

DECEASED
FILE NUMBER

25 E 001713-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Administrators, 
of the Estate of EVA GRAY 
IVEY PAGE, deceased, late of 
ROBESON COUNTY, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on or 
before the 29th day of JUNE 
2026 or be barred from their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate are asked 
to please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.

This is the 25th day of MARCH 
2026.

DEVIN LEE ATKINSON
172 MISTLETOW DRIVE
ORRUM NC 28369

3/25 4/1 4/8 4/15 2026

 

In The General Court of Justice
Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk
Estate File # 26E000233-770
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
ROBESON COUNTY

EXECUTOR'S NOTICE
The undersigned having 
qualified as Executor of the 
Estate of LAWRENCE REECE 
BULLOCK, deceased, late 
of Robeson County, North 
Carolina, this is to notify all 
persons having claims against 
said estate to present them 
to the undersigned on or 
before the 18th day of June, 
2026, (which date is three 
months after the day of the 
first publication of this notice) 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All 
persons indebted to the estate 
will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
This the 18th day of March, 
2026.

Roy Lee Bullock
Executor of the Estate of
Lawrence Reece Bullock
c/o Sharon A. Keyes
Attorney at Law
2936 Breezewood Avenue, 
Suite 101
Fayetteville, North Carolina 
28303 

3/18 3/25 4/1 4/8 2026

 

LEGALS

 NORTH CAROLINA
ROBESON COUNTY
IN THE GENERAL

COURT OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COUT DIVISION

BEFORE THE CLERK
FILE NUMBER:
26 E 000182-770

EXECUTOR'S NOTICE

In the Matter of the Estate of

HEAVERD DOBBER
OXENDINE, JR.

Deceased.

The undersigned, having 
qualified as Executor of the 
Estate of Heaverd Dobber 
Oxendine, Jr. deceased, late 
of Robeson County, North 
Carolina, this is to notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said 
Estate to present them to the 
undersigned on or before July 
1, 2026 (which is three (3) 
months after the day of the first 
publication of this notice), or 
this notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery. All persons, 
firms and corporations indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.

THIS the 1st day of April, 2026.

Melissa Oxendine, Executor of 
the Estate of Heaverd Dobber 
Oxendine, Jr., Deceased
c/o J. Thomas Neville
Yarborough, Winters &
Neville, P.A.
P.O. Box 705
Fayetteville, NC 28302-0705 

4/1 4/8 4/15 4/22 2026

 

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

AND DEBTORS OF
JACQUELYN SIMMS 

THOMPSON
DECEASED

FILE NUMBER
26 E 000023-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Administrators, 
of the Estate of JACQUELYN 
SIMMS THOMPSON, 
deceased, late of ROBESON 
COUNTY, this is to notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said 
estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 
29th day of JUNE 2026 or be 
barred from their recovery. All 
persons indebted to said estate 
are asked to please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.

This is the 25th day of MARCH 
2026.

ANGUS BOAZ
THOMPSON JR
2130 KENTUCKY CIR
LUMBERTON NC 28358

3/25 4/1 4/8 4/15 2026

 

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

AND DEBTORS OF
LINDA SUE GREER

DECEASED
FILE NUMBER

26 E 000170-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Executor, of the 
Estate of LINDA SUE GREER, 
deceased, late of ROBESON 
COUNTY, this is to notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said 
estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 
3rd day of JULY 2026 or be 
barred from their recovery. All 
persons indebted to said estate 
are asked to please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.

This is the 1st day of APRIL 
2026

MELISSA GREER METCALF
934 GENTRY RD
MAXTON NC 28364

4/1 4/8 4/15 4/22 2026
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Notices

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
GENERAL NOTICE
City of Lumberton (Owner) is requesting Bids for the construction of the following:
Project: Lumberton - Production Wells 11, 12 & 13
Wooten Project Number: 2799-CL
Owner: City of Lumberton
 500 North Cedar Street
 Lumberton, NC 28358
Engineer & Issuing Office for Bidding Documents:
 The Wooten Company
 119 Brookstown Avenue, Suite 100
 Winston-Salem, NC 27101
 336.722.5326
Bids for the construction of the Project will be received at the City Hall Building, 1st Floor Community
Room located at 500 N. Cedar Street, Lumberton, NC 28358 until Thursday, April 30, 2026 at 10:00 am
local time. At that time, the Bids received will be publicly opened and read aloud.
The Project includes the following Work:
 Construction of production well sites, including, but not limited to: Site work, structures, well  
 head, well construction, pump installation, piping and all associated appurtenances. Includes  
 the following well sites: Well Site #11, Well Site #12, and Well Site #13
Bids are requested for Contract: Lumberton - Production Wells 11, 12 & 13
OBTAINING THE BIDDING DOCUMENTS
Prospective Bidders may examine the Bidding Documents as follows:
The Issuing Office and Owner’s Office on Monday through Friday between the hours of 9am and 4pm.
Dodge Construction (online)
Construct Connect (online)
To submit a Bid for the Project, Prospective Bidders are required to register at The Wooten Plan Room as
a plan holder.
With a request for Bidding Documents supply the following information:
 Company name, contact person with email, street address, and phone numbers; N. C.
 contractor’s license with limitation and classification; indicate if the firm will be a Bidder,
 Supplier or Sub-Contractor.
Prospective Bidders may obtain Bidding Documents by accessing The Wooten Plan Room
(https://planroom.thewootencompany.com/).
 Registration and a payment of $50.00 (by credit card) provides access to the Wooten Plan
 Room, the Issuing Office, for Electronic download of Bidding Documents as PDF files.
 Registration and payment of $300 (by credit card) provides access to the Wooten Plan Room,
 the Issuing Office, for Electronic download of Bidding Documents as PDF files. The payment  
 also includes one (1) full size Drawing set and one (1) Project Manual. Documents will be  
 shipped via UPS Ground.
 Partial sets of Bidding Documents will not be available from the Issuing Office.
 If Bidding Documents are obtained from a plan room or source other than the designated
 website in either electronic or paper format, Bidder must still be registered at the Bid Website.
 The designated website will be updated periodically with addenda, lists of registered plan
 holders, reports, and other information relevant to submitting a Bid for the Project. All of 
 ficial notifications, addenda, and other Bidding Documents will be offered only through the
 designated website. Neither Owner nor Engineer will be responsible for Bidding Documents,
 including addenda, if any, obtained from sources other than the designated website.
PRE-BID CONFERENCE
A pre-bid conference for the Project will be held on Wednesday, April 15, 2026 at 10:00 am at City Hall
Building, 1st Floor Community Room, 500 North Cedar Street, Lumberton, NC 28358. Attendance at the
pre-bid conference is encouraged but not required.
INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS.
Bidders will be required to show evidence that they are licensed to perform the work in the Bidding
Documents as required by North Carolina General Statute, Chapter 87 and the Instructions to Bidders.
Bid Security in the amount of five (5) percent of the Bid must accompany each Bid and shall be subject to
the conditions provided in the Instructions to Bidders.
The Owner is an Equal Opportunity Employer and encourages bidding by small, minority and female
contractors and does not discriminate on the basis of handicapped status. Bids from qualified
disadvantaged business enterprise (DBE) are encouraged.
For further requirements regarding bid submittal, qualifications, procedures, and contract award, refer to
the Instructions to Bidders that are included in the Bidding Documents.
The Owner reserves the right to waive any informality or to reject any or all Bids. Unless all Bids are
rejected, Award will be made to the lowest responsible Bidder, taking into consideration quality,
performance and the time specified in the proposals for the performance of the Contract.
AMERICAN IRON AND STEEL
Section 746 of Title VII of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2017 (Division A - Agriculture, Rural
Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2017) and
subsequent statutes mandating domestic preference applies an American Iron and Steel requirement to
this project. All iron and steel products used in this project must be produced in the United States. The 
term “iron and steel products” means the following products made primarily of iron and steel: lined or
unlined pipes and fittings, manhole covers and other municipal castings, hydrants, tanks, flanges, pipe
clamps and restraints, valves, structural steel, reinforced precast concrete, and Construction Materials.

Notices

LEGALS

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

AND DEBTORS OF
MARY STEPHENS

MCKINNON
DECEASED

FILE NUMBER
26 E 000212-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Executor, of the 
Estate of MARY STEPHENS 
MCKINNON, deceased, late 
of ROBESON COUNTY, this 
is to notify all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against said estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on or 
before the 22nd day of JUNE 
2026 or be barred from their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate are asked 
to please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.

This is the 18th day of MARCH 
2026.

DELANOR DELANE
MCKINNON
4106 SUNSET RIDGE DRIVE
ROCK HILL SC 29732

3/18 3/25 4/1 4/8 2026

 

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

AND DEBTORS OF
NANCY CARROLL

LANCASTER
AKA NANCY C LANCASTER

DECEASED
FILE NUMBER

25 E 001776-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Administrators, 
of the Estate of NANCY 
CARROLL LANCASTER AKA 
NANCY C LANCASTER, 
deceased, late of ROBESON 
COUNTY, this is to notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said 
estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 
15th day of JUNE 2026 or be 
barred from their recovery. All 
persons indebted to said estate 
are asked to please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.

This is the 11th day of MARCH 
2026.

ANGELA L TAYLOR
502 E 18TH STREET
LUMBERTON NC 28358

3/11 3/18 3/25 4/1 2026

 

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

AND DEBTORS OF
SHIRLEY MILLER PRICE

DECEASED
FILE NUMBER

26 E 000143-770

The undersigned having 
qualified as Executor, of the 
Estate of SHIRLEY MILLER 
PRICE, deceased, late of 
ROBESON COUNTY, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on 
or before the 3rd day of JULY 
2026 or be barred from their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate are asked 
to please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.

This is the 1st day of APRIL 
2026

SHARON P WILLIAMS
2218 GADDYS MILL RD
HAMER SC 29547

4/1 4/8 4/15 4/22 2026

 

LEGALS

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH 
CAROLINA

COUNTY OF ROBESON
IN THE GENERAL COURT 

OF JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION

IN RE: PAISLEY BLANKS, 
JUVENILE
TRISTAN BLANKS, 
JUVENILE

TO: UNKNOWN FATHER

TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above entitled 
action. The nature of the relief 
sought is as follows:

For the Court to determine if 
the juveniles is neglected as 
defined by N.C.G.S. 7B-101 
(15).

You will further take notice that 
the undersigned will appear 
before the Juvenile Court of 
Robeson County forty (40) 
days or more after this first date 
to such pleadings by said time, 
upon your failure to do so, the 
undersigned will apply to the 
Court for the relief sought.

If you are indigent, you are 
entitled to court appoint 
counsel. You may contact the 
Robeson County Clerk of 
District Court, Juvenile Division 
and request counsel.

This the 17th day of March, 
2026

Jose A. Coker
N.C. Bar No. 28478
The Charleston Group
Attorneys for Robeson County
Department of Social Services
Post Office Box 1762
Fayetteville, NC 28302-1762
Telephone No.: (910) 485-2500
Telecopier No.: (910) 485-2599

3/25 4/1 4/8 2026

 

LEGALS

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY     PUBLICATION 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA               

ROBESON COUNTY     

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE

DISTRICT COURT DIVISION

FILE NO. 25CV006457-770                     

VANDERBILT 

MORTGAGE AND FINANCE, 
INC.,   
Plaintiff
vs.    
                      
VINCENT MAURICE 
MCEACHERN and 
CHAUNTIA SHONICE 
EDWARDS,
Defendants
TO:      Vincent Maurice 
McEachern and Chauntia 
Shonice Edwards

    Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above-entitled 
action.  The nature of the relief 
being sought is as follows:  
possession of a 2019 CLAY 
manufactured home bearing 
serial no. OHC028619NC.

    You are required to make a 
defense to such pleading not 
later than 40 days after the 
first date of the publication of 
this notice yielding a deadline 
of April 27, 2026 and upon 
your failure to do so, the party 
seeking service against you will 
apply to the court for the relief 
sought.
    Dated: March 10, 2026

                    THE GREEN LAW 
FIRM, P.C.
                    S/  Jay B. Green                               

                    Jay B. Green

                    Attorney for Plaintiff

                    908 E. Edenton 
Street

                    Raleigh, North 
Carolina 27601

                    Telephone: 919-
829-0797

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT.  

ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE.

3/18 3/25 4/1 2026

 

Help Wanted General

Robeson Community
College

Dean of Health Sciences

Robeson Community College
is seeking a dynamic and ex-
perienced leader to serve as
Dean of Health Sciences. This
is a unique opportunity to
shape the future of healthcare
education while leading high-
quality academic programs
that prepare students for
meaningful and in-demand ca-
reers in the health sciences
field.

For a full listing of require-
ments, duties, and to apply,
visit:
www.robeson.edu/hr
or contact Human Resources
at 910-272-3524.
Closing Date: April 3, 2026

ROBESON COMMUNITY
COLLEGE IS AN

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
EMPLOYER

Help Wanted General

Robeson Community
College

Program Director, Social and
Human Services Technology

Are you a passionate educator
and leader committed to stu-
dent success? Join our team
as a Program Director for So-
cial and Human Services
Technology and help shape
the next generation of profes-
sionals in a dynamic, student-
centered environment.

In this role, youʼll provide lead-
ership for academic programs,
ensuring high-quality instruc-
tion, relevant curriculum, and
strong student outcomes.
Youʼll teach courses, guide
faculty, and collaborate across
departments to support recruit-
ment, retention, and career
readiness.

For a list of duties and to ap-
ply, visit www.robeson.edu/hr
or contact Human Resources
at hr@robeson.edu.

Deadline for applications:
April 10, 2026

ROBESON COMMUNITY
COLLEGE IS AN

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
EMPLOYER

Robeson Community
College

Vice President of Student
Services

Minimum Qualifications:

A masterʼs degree in Educa-
tion, Educational Administra-
tion, or a related field from a
regionally accredited institu-
tion is required. Candidates
must have at least five years of
progressively responsible lead-
ership experience, including
oversight of multiple depart-
ments or programs within high-
er education or a related field.
Demonstrated leadership abil-
ity and a minimum of five years
of administrative experience
are essential.

Candidates should demon-
strate strong critical thinking
skills, resourcefulness, and ex-
cellent written and verbal com-
munication abilities. A proven
ability to effectively lead and
supervise staff is required,
along with a solid understand-
ing of data-driven decision-
making. Applicants should
align with the collegeʼs vision
of transforming lives through
high quality education, dynam-
ic learning experiences, and a
strong commitment to service.
Proficiency in computer applic-
ations, including database sys-
tems (such as Colleague) and
Microsoft Office, is required.
For a list of duties and to ap-
ply, visit www.robeson.edu/hr
or contact Human Resources
at hr@robeson.edu.

Deadline for applications:
April 10, 2026

ROBESON COMMUNITY
COLLEGE IS AN

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
EMPLOYER

Want to Rent

ROOMMATE WANTED!
Call Chris at

910.738.4702

STATEWIDE ADS

Home Improvement
No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is
backed by a no-clog guaran-
tee and lifetime transferrable
warranty. Call today 1-877-
649-1190 to schedule a FREE
inspection and no obligation
estimate. Get 15% off your en-
tire order. Plus, Military & Seni-
ors get an additional 10% off.
Limited time only. Restrictions
apply, see representative for
warranty and offer details.

Miscellaneous
We Buy Houses for Cash AS-
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy process: Call,
get cash offer and get paid.
Call today for your fair cash of-
fer: 1-919-925-6362.

Miscellaneous
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP
& RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to
major damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals do
complete repairs to protect
your family and your home's
value! Call 24/7: 1-833-928-
1861. Have zip code of ser-
vice location ready when you
call!

Miscellaneous
We Buy Vintage Guitar's!
Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epi-
phone, Guild, Mosrite, Ricken-
backer, Prairie State, D'An-
gelico, Stromberg. And Gib-
son Mandolins / Banjos. These
brands only! Call for a quote:
1-833-641-6577

Miscellaneous
Donate your car today, run-
ning or not. Support Patriotic
Hearts for our Veterans and
their Families! Free fast
pickup. May be tax deductable.
Se habla Español. Call now:
877-317-3360

Miscellaneous
Get a High Quality, Modern
Design bath or shower trans-
formation in as little as One
Day. $0 Down, $0 Installation,
$0 Payments for 12 months!
Call: 1-877-243-7050.

Miscellaneous
Denied Social Security Disabil-
ity? Appeal! If you're 50+, filed
SSD and denied, our attor-
neys can help! Win or Pay
Nothing! Strong, recent work
history needed. 877-553-0252
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC
Principal Office: 224 Adams
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

Miscellaneous
Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and se-
cure a generous tax credit for
2025. Call Heritage for the
Blind Today at 1-855-869-7055
today!

Miscellaneous
BEHIND ON YOUR MORT-
GAGE PAYMENTS?
Threatened with foreclosure?
Denied a loan modification?
Let us help! Call the
Homeowner Relief Line to
speak with a mortgage special-
ist 844-492-0883

Sale
Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net! Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call
Today! 1-877-920-7405

Time Share
Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Ex-
perts.
Over $50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees cancelled
in 2019. Get free informational
package and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450 posit-
ive reviews. Call 844-213-6711

STATEWIDE ADS

Home Improvement
No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is
backed by a no-clog guaran-
tee and lifetime transferrable
warranty. Call today 1-877-
649-1190 to schedule a FREE
inspection and no obligation
estimate. Get 15% off your en-
tire order. Plus, Military & Seni-
ors get an additional 10% off.
Limited time only. Restrictions
apply, see representative for
warranty and offer details.

Miscellaneous
We Buy Houses for Cash AS-
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy process: Call,
get cash offer and get paid.
Call today for your fair cash of-
fer: 1-919-925-6362.

Miscellaneous
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP
& RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to
major damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals do
complete repairs to protect
your family and your home's
value! Call 24/7: 1-833-928-
1861. Have zip code of ser-
vice location ready when you
call!

Miscellaneous
We Buy Vintage Guitar's!
Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epi-
phone, Guild, Mosrite, Ricken-
backer, Prairie State, D'An-
gelico, Stromberg. And Gib-
son Mandolins / Banjos. These
brands only! Call for a quote:
1-833-641-6577

Miscellaneous
Donate your car today, run-
ning or not. Support Patriotic
Hearts for our Veterans and
their Families! Free fast
pickup. May be tax deductable.
Se habla Español. Call now:
877-317-3360

Miscellaneous
Get a High Quality, Modern
Design bath or shower trans-
formation in as little as One
Day. $0 Down, $0 Installation,
$0 Payments for 12 months!
Call: 1-877-243-7050.

Miscellaneous
Denied Social Security Disabil-
ity? Appeal! If you're 50+, filed
SSD and denied, our attor-
neys can help! Win or Pay
Nothing! Strong, recent work
history needed. 877-553-0252
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC
Principal Office: 224 Adams
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

Miscellaneous
Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and se-
cure a generous tax credit for
2025. Call Heritage for the
Blind Today at 1-855-869-7055
today!

Miscellaneous
BEHIND ON YOUR MORT-
GAGE PAYMENTS?
Threatened with foreclosure?
Denied a loan modification?
Let us help! Call the
Homeowner Relief Line to
speak with a mortgage special-
ist 844-492-0883

Sale
Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net! Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call
Today! 1-877-920-7405

Time Share
Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Ex-
perts.
Over $50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees cancelled
in 2019. Get free informational
package and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450 posit-
ive reviews. Call 844-213-6711

online

mobile

in print
YOUR LOCAL NEWS. 

YOUR WAY.
To fi nd out more, call or go 
online and subscribe today!
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Sta�  report

RALEIGH — The 
N.C. Governor’s Highway 
Safety Program (GHSP) 
is launching its statewide 
“Speed a Little. Lose a 
Lot” campaign to remind 
drivers that speeding 
comes with serious, and 
often deadly, consequenc-
es.

Now through Sunday, 
law enforcement offi cers 

throughout the state 
will increase patrols and 
checkpoints to identify 
and catch speeders.

“Speeding is not just a 
bad habit — it’s a danger-
ous choice that puts every-
one on the road at risk,” 
said GHSP Director Mark 
Ezzell. “This campaign 
reminds drivers that even 
going a few miles over the 
speed limit can have dev-
astating consequences.”

According to data from 
the N.C. Department 
of Transportation, 335 
people were killed in 
speed-involved crashes in 
2025. Preliminary data 
shows 41 people have 
already lost their lives in 
speed-involved crashes in 
just the fi rst two months 
of this year.

Driving at high speeds 
signifi cantly reduces a 
driver’s ability to main-
tain control of a vehicle 
and increases stopping 
distance. In ideal weather 
conditions, a vehicle trav-
eling 55 miles per hour 
will require more than 200 

feet to stop completely, 
according to the N.C. 
Driver Handbook.

“Speed limits exist for 
a reason — they protect 
everyone on our roads,” 
said Col. Freddy John-
son Jr., commander of 
the N.C. State Highway 
Patrol. “When drivers stay 
within those limits, they 
give themselves more time 
to react and help prevent 
crashes before they hap-
pen. Speeding takes that 
margin for error away 
and puts everyone on the 
road at risk. Every time 
a driver gets behind the 
wheel, they make a choice, 
and choosing to follow the 
law can make all the differ-
ence.”

GHSP’s ongoing “Don’t 
Play With Death” market-
ing campaign reinforces 
this message, using a 
Grim Reaper character 
(who will appear at the 
press event) to deliver a 
powerful visual reminder 
that speeding can have 
fatal consequences.

Responding fi re departments 
included Big Marsh, Lumber 
Bridge, St. Pauls along with the 
N.C. Fire Service. The cause was 
unknown as of Saturday evening.

Jimmy Fields, a landowner 
in the area, worked through the 
night on his tractor to dig ditch-
es and keep the fi re from spread-

ing onto his property or others, 
the Big Marsh Fire Department 
said in a Facebook post.

The smoke plume from the 
fi re appeared on radar, according 
to media reports, and could be 
faintly seen at least as far south 
as Lumberton.

A statewide burn ban is in 
effect until further notice due 
to dry and windy conditions; it 
was put into effect at 6 p.m. on 
Saturday.

election after a stay was 
not granted. Davis pre-
sented the certifi cate to 
Dial at about 11:30 a.m. 
Monday, she told The 
Robesonian, and 
provided a copy of 
the certifi cate to 
the state board.

“I won the case 
in 2023, and he’s 
just been appeal-
ing, appealing, 
appealing every 
time,” Dial told 
the Border Belt 
Independent last 
week. “I’ve been 
to court four times 
and I’ve won all 
those four times, 
so you would think 
there would be a 
transition.”

Cummings asked the 
N.C. Supreme Court to 
suspend the March 4 rul-
ing of the N.C. Court of 
Appeal that said he failed 
to prove his claims of 
voter irregularities rose 

to the level of affecting 
the outcome of the Nov. 
7, 2023 election. The 
State Board of Elections, 
in a Thursday court fi ling, 
urged the N.C. Supreme 
Court to deny Cummings’ 
request for a stay.

Cummings asserts that 
16 voters who cast 
ballots in the elec-
tion claimed to 
live at addresses 
of commercial 
properties owned 
by Dial, questioned 
the eligibility of 
those voters and 
requested a new 
election.

“(Cummings) 
failed to show that 
more than one 
contested voter did 
not reside in the 
Town of Pembroke; 
thus, there were 
no irregularities 

so extensive that they 
tainted the results of the 
entire election and cast 
doubt its fairness,” the 
N.C. Court of Appeals 
said in the March 4 deci-
sion, written by Judge 
Julee Flood. Each mem-

ber of the three-judge 
panel voted against Cum-
mings’ petition.

This election has been 
tied up in the legal pro-
cess for over two years. 
Cummings’ initial protest 
of the race to the Robe-
son County Board of 
Elections was dismissed 
on Nov. 28, 2023 due 
to being fi led too late, 
and the State Board of 
Elections upheld that 
decision on Jan. 8, 2024. 
Cummings appealed that 
decision in court, and 
a judge granted a stay; 
he was then allowed to 
present the case to the 
Robeson County Board of 
Elections in evidentiary 
hearings held June 25 
and July 8, 2024, and the 
county board voted to 
dismiss the protest.

Cummings appealed 
again to the State Board 
of Elections, which heard 
the case on Sept. 5, 
2024 and issued a Sept. 
23, 2024 decision deny-
ing Cummings’ protest. 
Cummings appealed in 
Superior Court in Wake 

County, and on March 18, 
2025, the court affi rmed 
the state elections board’s 
decision. Cummings 
appealed to the State 
Court of Appeals, which 
heard the case on Jan. 13 
before issuing its decision 
Wednesday.

Dial’s attorney, Elliot 
Abrams, held fi rm dur-

ing January oral argu-
ments before the Court 
of Appeals that his client 
has done nothing wrong 
through the election pro-
cess.

“What we see is we 
have statutes, and those 
statutes have not been 
broken in any way,” 
Abrams said.

After Cummings 
defeated Dial in the 2015 
mayoral election, the pair 
ran against each other 
in 2019, with Cummings 
winning by 40 votes, or 
about nine percentage 
points. Dial, a former 
town councilman, then 
ran against Cummings 
again in the 2023 race.
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Statewide burn ban in e� ect due to dry, windy conditions
Sta�  report

ROBESON COUNTY 
— A statewide burn ban 
went into effect at 6 p.m. 
Saturday.

Due to hazardous fi re 
conditions, all open burn-
ing permits have been can-
celed statewide, an offi cial 
statement said. The burn 
ban will remain in effect 
until further notice.

The public is encour-
aged to help protect the 
community by avoiding all 
outdoor burning and stay-
ing fi re safe.

“With drought severity 
across the state, forecast 
fi re weather and the poten-
tial for limited rainfall, it 
is critical to reduce the 
number of new fi re starts,” 
said N.C. Agriculture Com-

missioner Steve Troxler. 
“Vegetative fuels will 
dry rapidly, and with the 
amount of fuel loading in 
the mountains and drought 
impacts statewide, a burn 
ban for all 100 counties is 
necessary to reduce the 
number of wildfi res across 
our landscape. Please fol-
low this burn ban to help 
reduce the risk for every-

one.”
Under North Carolina 

law, the ban prohibits all 
open burning statewide, 
regardless of whether a 
permit was previously 
issued. The issuance of any 
new permits has also been 
suspended until the ban 
is lifted. Anyone violating 
the burn ban faces a $100 
fi ne plus $183 court costs. 

Any person responsible for 
setting a fi re may be liable 
for any expenses related to 
extinguishing the fi re.

The burn ban does 
not apply to fi res started 
within 100 feet of an occu-
pied dwelling. The local 
fi re marshal has authority 
to issue a burn ban within 
those 100 feet.

Local fi re departments 

and law enforcement offi -
cers are assisting the N.C. 
Forest Service in enforcing 
the burn ban.

The Lumbee Tribe can-
celed the evening portion 
of its Wild Game Festival, 
which was to include a 
bonfi re and traditional 
social dancing, due to 
the advisory and the high 
winds.

Deputy Chief Jason Brown | Big Marsh Fire Department
A 184-acre wildfire burns near St. Pauls on Saturday.

From page 1A

Wildfire

Dial

Cummings

Contributed photo | Chad Herndon
Pembroke Mayor Allen Dial celebrates with his family after taking the oath of office Monday in 
Pembroke.
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Paula Lewis 
(910) 740-7857
Brandy Church 

(321) 320-2081

Pet Salon
Dog Has Styl

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

Luxury Shampoo, Conditioner & 
Cologne Available
Large Selection Of 

Pet Safe Vegan Colors

(910) 740-7857(910) 740-7857(910) 740-7857(910) 740-7857

208 South Main Street
 Fairmont, NC 28340

Accepting New Clients

Robeson County

Welcome 
to your 
local 
Farm 

Bureau 
Agency!

(910) 738-7171
(910) 521-3131

www.ncfbins.com

1.866.645.8123
farmbureaubank.com

Auto • Home • Life • 
Health • Bank

302 bailey Road
Lumberton nC 28358

Monday-Friday
8:30am–5:00pm

50 Years of Service

910-738-7000
www.southernheatingandac.biz 

Personal Injury

411 N Elm Street
Lumberton, NC 28358

910-720-5028
attorneyjaclay@gmail.com

Statewide ‘Speed a Little. 
Lose a Lot’ campaign 
targets dangerous driving
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Lumbee Tribe Wild Game Festival

Head Male Dancer Brarick LeMark Locklear Jr. 
dances during the powwow at the Lumbee Tribe 
Wild Game Festival Saturday in Maxton.

Cheyenne Revels takes a bite during the Lumbee Tribe Wild Game Festival Saturday in Maxton.

Lumbee Ambassadors, including, from left, Junior Miss Lumbee Kyndall Locklear, Miss 
Lumbee Taylor Davis and Teen Miss Lumbee Keely Deal, march during the powwow at the 
Lumbee Tribe Wild Game Festival Saturday in Maxton.

Lumbee Tribal Speaker Alex Baker signs a banner commemorating the Lumbee Tribe’s federal 
recognition during the Lumbee Tribe Wild Game Festival Saturday in Maxton.

Young dancers participate in the powwow during the Lumbee Tribe Wild Game Festival Saturday in Maxton.

A man is served food during the Lumbee Tribe Wild Game Festival Saturday in Maxton.

Chris Stiles | The Robesonian
The Drowning Creek drum group performs during the powwow at the Lumbee Tribe Wild Game Festival 
Saturday in Maxton.

Junior Henderson cooks during the Lumbee Tribe Wild Game Festival Saturday in Maxton.

Emcees Kinston Blake Wilkins, left, and John Oxendine, right, look on during the powwow at 
the Lumbee Tribe Wild Game Festival Saturday in Maxton.

The Pine Lodge drum group performs during the powwow at the Lumbee Tribe Wild Game 
Festival Saturday in Maxton.

Micah Boughman showcases Lumbee artifacts 
including pottery that is more than 400 years old 
during the Lumbee Tribe Wild Game Festival Saturday 
in Maxton.

Veterans are honored during the powwow at the Lumbee Tribe Wild Game Festival Saturday in Maxton.

Lumbee Tribal Chairman John Lowery, left, speaks as Lumbee Ambassadors look on during the Lumbee Tribe 
Wild Game Festival Saturday in Maxton.



Wyatte Grantham-Philips
Associated Press

NEW YORK — U.S. gas prices jumped 
past an average of $4 a gallon for the fi rst 
time since 2022 on Tuesday, as the Iran 
war pushes fuel prices higher worldwide.

According to motor club AAA, the 
national average for a gallon of regular 
gasoline is now $4.02 — over a dollar 
more expensive than before the war 
began. The last time U.S. drivers were 
collectively paying this much at the 
pump was nearly four years ago, follow-
ing Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

The price is a national average, mean-
ing drivers in some states have been pay-
ing well over $4 a gallon for a while now. 
Prices vary between states due to factors 
ranging from nearby supply to differing 
tax rates.

Since the U.S. and Israel launched the 
joint war against Iran on Feb. 28, the 
cost of crude oil — the main ingredient 

in gasoline — has spiked and swung 
rapidly. That’s because the confl ict has 
caused deep supply chain disruptions 
and cuts from major oil producers across 
the Middle East. Both Brent crude, the 
international standard, and benchmark 
U.S. crude are now going for more than 
$100 per barrel, up from roughly $70 
before the war.

Motorists around the world are cop-
ing with higher gas prices. In Paris, for 
example, gas is at 2.34 euros per liter 
($2.68), which is about $10.27 a gallon.

Expensive gas could drag on the economy 
and drive up other prices

Higher gas prices are impacting 
consumers and businesses as many 
households continue to face wider cost 
of living strains. As drivers pay more to 
cover necessities like gas, or even util-
ity bills impacted by soaring fuel costs, 
many may be forced to cut their budgets 
in other places. That threatens broader 

consequences for the economy overall.
Before launching the war, President 

Donald Trump bragged about keeping 
gas prices low. Consumer prices and 
the cost of living already have become 
fl ashpoints in this midterm election year. 
A recent AP-NORC poll found that 45% 
of U.S. adults are “extremely” or “very” 
concerned about being able to afford gas 
in the next few months, up from 30% 
shortly after Trump won the 2024 presi-
dential election with promises to lower 
costs.

Beyond visits to the pump, analysts 
say high fuel costs will trickle into gro-
ceries, which have to be restocked fre-
quently and could also see price hikes as 
businesses’ transportation and packaging 
costs pile up. Other cargo has also been 
impacted. The U.S. Postal Service is 
seeking a temporary 8% added charge on 
some of its popular products including 
Priority Mail.

U.S. diesel, used for many freight 

and delivery trucks, is now going for an 
average of $5.45 a gallon, up from about 
$3.76 a gallon before the war began per 
AAA.

“It’s going to mean more expensive 
bills for truckers, tractors and trains that 
move the U.S. economy with diesel fuel. 
It’s going to mean consumers are likely 
greeted by rising grocery prices — and 
broadly speaking, a rise in U.S. infl a-
tion,” said Patrick De Haan, head of 
petroleum analysis at fuel-tracking ser-
vice GasBuddy.

It’s possible those prices could jump 
even higher. To Trump’s frustration, 
most tanker movement in the key Strait 
of Hormuz — where roughly one-fi fth 
of the world’s oil once sailed through 
— remains at a halt. That’s led to cuts 
from producers in the region who have 
no way of getting their crude to market. 
Meanwhile, Iran, Israel and the U.S. have 
all struck oil and gas facilities, worsening 
supply concerns.

refl ects the trust our mil-
itary-affi liated students 
place in us to understand 
their unique challenges 
and the university’s com-
mitment to helping them 
succeed.”

A veteran and military 
spouse, Coleman said the 
distinction also fuels her 
work.

“These rankings push 
me to keep expanding 
programs, partnerships, 
and resources so every 
military-connected stu-
dent at UNCP can go 
beyond their goals,” she 
said.

About 25% of UNCP’s 
current student body 
are veterans or military-
affi liated, and the number 
served both on campus 
and online continues to 
grow each year. Plus, 
UNCP offers a convenient 
location at the Bragg 
Training and Education 
Center designed to serve 
soldiers, families and 
civilians stationed at Fort 
Bragg and Pope Army 
Airfi eld.

Militaryfriendly.com 
uses public data and a 
survey completed by 
each school to gauge an 
institution’s military stu-
dent resources, retention, 
graduation, career out-
comes, fi nancial aid sup-
port and culture, among 
other data points.

Kelly Brennan, UNCP’s 
vice chancellor for enroll-
ment management, said 
the recognition sends a 
strong message to pro-
spective students.

“Military-connected 
students are looking for 
a place where they can 
continue to grow and see 
a clear path forward after 
their service,” Brennan 
said. “This designation 
signals that UNC Pem-
broke is a place they can 
choose with confi dence.”

For Corey and Rita 
Beal, a married couple 
and student veterans at 
UNCP, the rankings are 
more than accolades — 
they refl ect a lived experi-
ence.

“This has absolutely 
been true to our experi-
ence,” said Corey Beal, 
a U.S. Army veteran 
and junior majoring in 
philosophy and religion. 
“The Academic and Mili-

tary Outreach offi ce has 
been incredibly helpful, 
engaging and walking 
us through the entire 
process. They made 
everything very easy and 
user-friendly.”

Corey, who served from 
1997 to 2021 and retired 
as a sergeant fi rst class 
after combat deployments 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
is beginning his fi rst 
semester at UNCP after 
earning college credit at 
other institutions over 
the years. Now on track 
to graduate in May 2027, 
he said he intentionally 
pursued the opportunity 
to be a full-time student.

“I never got the oppor-
tunity to be a full-time 
college student before,” 
he said. “Now I have the 
time and ability to do 
it, and I wanted to take 
advantage of that for per-
sonal growth.”

His wife, Rita, is also 
a student veteran and 
is pursuing her second 
degree at UNCP. A 
former administrative 
specialist with the 525th 
Military Intelligence 
Brigade, she enlisted in 
1999 and was medically 
discharged in 2001 after 
sustaining severe injuries 

during service.
For her, returning to 

the classroom decades 
later came with some 
uncertainty.

“It had been 30 years 
since I was in a class-
room,” Rita Beal said. “I 
wasn’t nervous about the 
coursework — I was ask-
ing myself, ‘Do I still have 
it in me?’ But the support 
here has been incredible.”

Now a sophomore 
majoring in exercise and 
sport science with a focus 
on health advocacy, she is 
scheduled to graduate in 
May 2028.

From navigating VA 
benefi ts to transferring 
military credits, the Aca-
demic and Military Out-
reach offi ce has played 
a central role in their 
transition.

“Making sure our bene-
fi ts were applied correctly 
and our credits counted 
— that eliminated a lot of 
the burden that someone 
new to this process might 
feel,” Corey Beal said.

The clear support and 
the welcoming com-
munity, the couple says, 
are what defi ne UNCP’s 
military-friendly culture.

“They were always 
calm and steady — like, 

‘We’ve got you. Not a 
problem.’ And that made 
a huge difference,” Rita 
Beal said.

The couple’s journey 
to UNCP is truly a fam-
ily affair. Their daughter, 
Cecilia, is also a student 
at UNCP, and is who fi rst 
introduced them to cam-
pus.

The Beals commute 
together to campus, even 
sharing a psychology 
class. It’s a unique experi-
ence, they say, that has 
strengthened both their 
academic and personal 
journey.

“We’re on different 
academic paths, but we 
get to do this together,” 
Corey Beal said. “It’s 
been a really great experi-
ence.”

Their presence on 
campus also refl ects a 
broader sense of com-
munity among military-
connected students.

“Our primary goal is to 
be students fi rst,” Corey 
Beal said. “But there’s 
this quiet recognition 
among veterans — a 
sense of trust and under-
standing. That speaks 
highly of the environment 
here.”

For Rita Beal, UNCP’s 

recognition as a military 
spouse-friendly school is 
equally meaningful.

“Professors have been 
incredibly respectful of 
both our experiences and 
the fact that we’re still 
undergraduate students,” 
she said. “They meet you 
where you are. That’s 
been huge.”

As they continue their 
academic journeys, both 
Corey and Rita Beal say 
UNCP has provided not 
just access, but confi -
dence.

“These are well-earned 
accolades for UNC Pem-
broke,” Corey Beal said. 
“This is a place where 
veterans and their fami-
lies can succeed.”

UNC Pembroke will be 
showcased in the 2026-
2027 Guide to Military 
Friendly Schools in the 
April issue of G.I. Jobs 
magazine and on military-
friendly.com.

More information about 
militaryfriendly.com and 
the methodology for their 
rankings can be found on 
their website.

Mark Locklear is a public 
communications specialist with 
UNC Pembroke communications & 
marketing. Reach him by email at 
mark.locklear@uncp.edu.
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MAKE IT  
YOUR NATURE
The outdoors is really a reflection of you. 
It’s up to all of us to do our part to help 
preserve the natural beauty of our state. 
Join us in following the 7 Outdoor NC 
Leave No Trace Principles, so our spaces 
can remain beautiful and enjoyable for 
years to come.

PLAN AHEAD AND PREPARE
STICK TO TRAILS AND OVERNIGHT RIGHTSTICK TO TRAILS AND OVERNIGHT RIGHT
TRASH YOUR TRASH
LEAVE IT AS YOU FIND IT 
BE CAREFUL WITH FIRE
KEEP WILDLIFE WILD 
SHARE OUR TRAILS

From page 1A

Military

Gas prices eclipse $4 a gallon in the US, the highest since 2022



Jacob Husson
The Robesonian

LUMBERTON — The Lumberton Pirates 
girls soccer team had no answer for the offensive 
firepower Terry Sanford brings, losing Monday’s 
match, 8-0. After starting the season 6-2, the 
Pirates have lost their first three Tri-County Con-
ference games.

“We did really well for the first 20-30 minutes,” 
Lumberton coach Ethan Freeman said. “0-0, we 
played really well and then we gave up the goals 
we did in the second half. Down 3-0, I was still 
pleased with how we played until that point. We 
made some silly mistakes that we would live to 
regret.”

Terry Sanford (7-1, 4-0 TCC) scored its first 
goal with 14:00 left in the first half before adding 
additional goals with 10:48 and 2:25 left in the 
first half.

“Going into the second half, I told the ladies 
we had to play with confidence and we started 
playing with confidence, but then we gave up the 
fourth goal and heads went down after that,” Free-
man said.

The Bulldogs opened the second half with a 
goal with 35:03 left. After more than 20 scoreless 
minutes, Terry Sanford added another with 13:57 
remaining. They made it 6-0 with 11:19 to go and 
quickly added another goal with 11 minutes to 
spare. They added another goal for good measure 
with 8:25 left to make it 8-0.

Lumberton (6-5, 0-3 TCC) visits Scotland on 
Wednesday at 6 p.m. looking to put an end to this 
losing streak. Time will tell if the offense finds 
answers.

Jacob Husson can be reached at 910-816-1977 or by email at 
jhusson@robesonian.com.

Jacob Husson
The Robesonian

PEMBROKE — It’s 
uncommon for a pitcher 
to dominate the way 
UNCP’s Kaden McCaw-
ley did on Saturday, as 
the hurler threw a no-
hitter, en route to a 4-0 
Braves win.

McCawley threw the 
Braves’ first solo no-
hitter since Jake Dailey 

on Feb. 14, 2009; it’s the 
program’s first no-hitter 
overall since a combined 
no-hitter by Trystan Kim-
mel and Darren Bowen 
on Feb. 5, 2022. 

“(This) goes back to 
him as a human being,” 
UNCP coach Paul O’Neil 
said. “He works extreme-
ly hard and hates to lose 
more than he loves to 
win.” 

McCawley struck out 

10 and allowed no walks 
in the seven-inning no-hit-
ter. His only baserunner 
came on a Braves error in 
the fourth inning.

“I just tried to go out 
there and execute my 
pitches and I was able to 
do that,” McCawley said. 
“I tried not to think too 
much about the result of 
the game. I just focused 
on controlling what I 
could and making good 

pitches.”
This was the latest in a 

long line of dominant out-
ings from him. McCawley 
now has an 8-1 record 
with a 2.83 ERA and 57 
strikeouts. With oppos-
ing batters hitting .211 
against him this season, 
Saturday was the culmi-
nation of McCawley con-
fusing hitters all season.

“(The key is) coming 
in and putting in work on 
Monday, not just expect-
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McCawley shows dominance 
in no-hit performance
Senior throws Braves’ first solo no-hitter since 2009

UNCP Athletics
UNC Pembroke’s Kasen McCawley throws a pitch during Saturday’s game against Shorter. McCawley threw the Braves’ first solo 
no-hitter since 2009.

UNCP baseball sweeps series against Shorter
PEMBROKE – Kasen 

McCawley hurled a no-
hitter on the way to a 4-0 
win in the opening game 
of Saturday’s double-
header, while the Braves 
offense scored early and 
often en route to a 13-3 
win in the finale to finish 
off a sweep of Shorter 
in Conference Carolinas 
action at Sammy Cox 
Field.

McCawley turned in 
the first UNC Pembroke 
no-hitter since Trystan 

Kimmel and Darren 
Bowen combined for one 
against USC Aiken on 
February 5, 2022. The 
senior also logged 
the first UNCP 
solo no-hitter since 
Jake Dailey against 
Millersville on 
February 14, 2009. 
McCawley (8-1) 
struck out ten and 
polished off the 
seven-inning no-
hitter on just 83 pitches.

Landon Lucas was 

3-for-3 with two doubles 
and an RBI in the opener, 
while Peyton Young was 
2-for-4 with two doubles 

of his own and 
three RBI in the 
series finale.

The Braves 
(23-9, 15-6 CC) 
improved to 3-0 
all-time against 
the Hawks (11-19, 
3-18 CC).

Game One
The Braves would jump 

out to a quick 3-0 lead in 

the first inning as Landon 
Lucas provided an RBI 
single, while Peyton 
Young would later follow 
with a two-run double.

In the sixth, UNCP 
tacked on an insurance 
run via Morgan Padgett’s 
safety squeeze to make 
it 4-0.

Logan Bryson (2-3) 
took the loss for Shorter.

Game Two
Shorter struck first in 

the first inning as Isaiah 

McCawley

Brackets released for 32nd Robeson County Slugfest
Jacob Husson
The Robesonian

PEMBROKE — Anoth-
er high school baseball 
and softball season is in 
full swing and now, the 
2026 Robeson County 
Slugfest schedule has 
been unveiled.

This is the 32nd edi-
tion of the Slugfest for 
baseball and the 15th for 
softball. 

East Columbus won 
last year’s baseball tour-
nament, while Scotland 
won the softball tourna-
ment last year. Each 
school returns for both 

the baseball and softball 
touranments as one of the 
visiting schools for the 
2026 tournament, along-
side Heide Trask and the 
five local high schools. 

As each team looks to 
make its mark in the tour-
nament and spur them-
selves onto success, this 

tournament is critical. All 
games are being held at 
Purnell Swett, beginning 
on Saturday.

Here’s a look at this 
year’s tournament sched-
ule. First-round matchups, 
and the schedule format 
for successive rounds, are 
identical for the baseball 

and softball tournaments.
Scotland and Fairmont 

will begin the Slugfest 
by playing each other at 
10 a.m. Saturday. East 
Columbus plays Lumber-
ton at 1 p.m.

In the latter half of the 
first day, St. Pauls will 
face Red Springs at 4 p.m. 

Heide Trask will compete 
against Purnell Swett at 
7 p.m.

Monday, April 6 will 
begin with the consola-
tion rounds. The loser 
Scotland-Fairmont will 
play the loser of East 
Columbus-Lumberton at 

See SLUGFEST | 3B

See MCCAWLEY | 2B

See BASEBALL | 2B

Jacob Husson | The Robesonian
Lumberton’s Sofia Benitez (17) runs with the ball during 
Monday’s match against Terry Sanford in Lumberton.

Lumberton 
soccer drops 3rd 
straight in loss 
to Terry Sanford

Images courtesy of PSRC



Mike Schneider
Associated Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — 
Tiger Woods’ eyes were 
bloodshot and glassy, his 
pupils dilated and he had 
hydrocodone pills in his 
pocket when interviewed 
at the scene of his car 
crash last week in Florida, 
according to a sheriff’s 
offi ce report released 
Tuesday.

Woods’ movements 
were slow and lethargic, 
he was sweating as he 
talked to deputies and 
told them he had taken 
prescription medication 
earlier in the morning, 
according to the incident 
report released by the 
Martin County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce. Woods told depu-
ties he had been looking 
at his phone and fi ddling 
with the radio before he 
clipped a truck in front of 
him, the report said.

Deputies found two 
white pills, which were 
identifi ed as the opioid 
hydrocodone used to treat 
pain, in his pocket, the 
report said.

When asked by a depu-
ty if he took any prescrip-
tion medications, Woods 
said, “I take a few.”

The golfer was travel-
ing at high speeds on a 
beachside, residential 
road on Jupiter Island 
when his Land Rover 
clipped the truck and 
rolled onto its side, 
according to the sher-
iff’s offi ce, which noted 
Woods showed signs of 
impairment.

The truck had $5,000 
in damage, according to 
the sheriff’s report.

The truck driver and 

another person helped 
Woods out of his vehicle, 
with the golfer needing 
to climb out from the 
passenger side. Neither 
Woods nor the truck 
driver were injured.

During a fi eld sobriety 
test, deputies noticed 
Woods limping and that 
he had a compression 
sock over his right knee. 
The golfer explained he 
had undergone seven 
back surgeries and over 
20 leg operations and that 
his ankle seizes up while 
walking. Woods, who was 
hiccupping during the 
questioning, continuously 
moved his head during 
one of the sobriety tests 
and deputies had to 
instruct him several times 
to keep his head straight, 
the report said.

“Based on my observa-
tions of Woods, how he 
performed the exercises 
and based on my training, 
knowledge, and experi-

ence, I believed that 
Woods normal faculties 
were impaired, and he 
was unable to safely oper-
ate the motor vehicle,” 
the deputy wrote after 
the tests.

Woods, 50, is the most 
infl uential fi gure in golf 
and has become as recog-
nizable as any athlete in 
the world. The fi rst per-
son of Black heritage to 
win the Masters in 1997, 
he has captivated golf 
fans with records likely 
never to be broken.

But his injuries kept 
him from accomplishing 
more, including those suf-
fered in a 2021 car crash 
that damaged his right 
leg so badly he said doc-
tors considered amputa-
tion.

At this latest crash, 
Woods agreed to a 
Breathalyzer test that 
showed no signs of alco-
hol, but he refused a urine 
test, authorities said. He 
was arrested and released 

on bail eight hours later.
Woods’ agent at Excel 

Sports, Mark Steinberg, 
has not responded to 
multiple messages seek-
ing comment. No one 
from Woods’ camp or the 
PGA Tour — he is on the 
board and is chairman of 
the committee reshaping 
the competition model 
— have commented since 
his arrest.

Woods, who has been 
involved in many crashes 
over the years, is charged 
with driving under the 
infl uence, property dam-
age and refusal to submit 
to a lawful test. He is 
scheduled for arraign-
ment April 23. Online 
court records do not list 
an attorney for him.

Under a change to 
Florida law last year, 
refusing a law enforce-
ment offi cer’s request to 
take a breath, blood or 
urine test became a mis-
demeanor, even for a fi rst 
offense.

Sims doubled and came 
home on Reece Newberry’s 
RBI single.

The Braves jumped in 
front in the second as Bran-
ton Jernigan singled, stole 
second, and came home on 
a Shorter error to tie the 
score, while J.D. Scarbrough 
gave UNCP the lead with an 
RBI bunt single. Another 
Hawks error made it 3-1, 

while Hayden Davis fol-
lowed with an RBI single to 
stretch the lead to 4-1.

The Black & Gold put the 
game away with five runs in 
the fourth, as Mason Moze-
ley delivered an RBI single, 
followed by a Lucas sac fly 
and a Young two-run dou-
ble, while Morgan Padgett 
capped off the scoring with 
an RBI groundout to make 
it 10-1.

Young, Lucas and Moze-
ley each had two hits in 
the nightcap, with Young 
driving in three runs, Lucas 

driving in two and Moze-
ley one. Marcus Locklear 
(1-0) pitched two scoreless 
innings with one hit allowed 
and four strikeouts.

Reece Newberry had two 
RBIs and Griffin Tamucci 
had two hits for Shorter; 
Grayson Goss (2-3) was the 
losing pitcher.

The Black & Gold will be 
back in action Tuesday as 
they head south to take on 
USC Aiken. First pitch is set 
for 5 p.m. at Roberto Her-
nandez Stadium.
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ROBESON COuNty AthlEtiC SpOtlight

Purnell Swett senior Jordan 
Locklear had a big week 
on the diamond as part of 
a 3-0 stretch for the Rams. 
Locklear was 6-for-12 with 
a home run and six RBIs 
for the week. Locklear is 
hitting .421 with 10 RBIs 
and four extra-base hits so 
far this season, with the 
Robeson County Slugfest 
hosted by Purnell Swett 
looming this weekend. 

puRNEll SWEtt high SChOOl
Lumberton softball 
sophomore Olivia McLamb 
helped end a pair of big 
comebacks by the Pirates, 
with the winning run 
scoring on an error on 
her at-bat against Purnell 
Swett and a walkoff single 
against Cape Fear. McLamb 
was 4-for-9 with 5 RBIs 
across the two games and 
is hitting .452 with 9 RBIs 
and 10 runs this season. 

LUMBERTON HIGH SCHOOL

JORdaN LOCkLEaR 
Baseball

OLIvIa MCLaMB
Softball / Tennis

ing to get results on Sat-
urday,” McCawley said. 
“Just being consistent 
throughout the week and 
doing what is necessary 
to put myself in the cor-
rect spots.”

McCawley’s no-hitter 
helped UNCP (23-9, 
15-6 CC) sweep Shorter 
as part of a four-game 
winning streak. More 

dominant pitching from 
him and the rest of the 
rotation will greatly 
help them continue the 
Braves’ progress.

“We’re really close as a 
team, we get along pretty 
well, and I think if we 
can just play as one and 
pull from the same end 
of the rope, we’re going 
to be alright,” McCawley 
said.

Jacob Husson can be reached at 
910-816-1977 or by email at jhusson@
robesonian.com
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McCawley
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Baseball

Wingate sweeps 
Braves so� ball
Sta�  report

WINGATE — The UNC Pembroke softball registered 
17 hits across two games, but timely hitting for Wingate 
and costly errors by UNCP helped the Bulldogs to a non-
conference sweep on Sunday afternoon at the Wingate 
Softball Complex.

The Braves got on the board fi rst in the opening game, 
but a six run fourth inning helped the Bulldogs to an 8-2 
victory to start the day. The Black & Gold took a 3-2 lead 
late with a solo homer from Chloe Locklear in the top of 
the sixth, but Wingate answered in the bottom of the sev-
enth inning with three hits to complete the sweep 4-3.

Game One
Wingate (19-13) put runners on fi rst and second to 

start the fourth inning, but a single from Carrie Ellen 
Bryan scored a runner followed by an RBI single from 
Kaylee Hobgood. The Bulldogs loaded the bases with an 
infi eld single from Damyia McFadden, but Kendra Mur-
ray knocked a single through the left side to bring in a pair 
of runners. Lily Huneycutt and Riley Griffi n both singled 
to bring in a pair of runners to cap off the six-run inning.

Emma Wrenn and Chloe Locklear each had two hits for 
UNCP (25-15) and Summer Bullard had an RBI. Halona 
Sampson (8-6) took the loss.

Kendra Murray had two hits and two RBIs for Wingate 
and Kaylee Hobgood had three hits and an RBI. Lily Rob-
bins (4-4) earned the win.

Game Two
Chloe Locklear got the sixth inning started for UNCP 

with a leadoff homer over the center fi eld fence to knot 
the game at 3.

Wingate’s Hobgood started the seventh inning with 
a single through the left side followed by a bunt single 
from Damyia McFadden. A throwing error by the Braves 
loaded the bases, but an infi eld single from Lily Huneycutt 
scored Hobgood for the winning run.

Wrenn and Locklear each had two hits and an RBI for 
the Braves. Summer Bullard (14-7) was the losing pitcher.

Huneycutt and Sydney Patterson each had two RBIs for 
Wingate, while Jamie Horodecki (1-0) was the winning 
pitcher.

The Braves will be back in action on Wednesday when 
they travel to Virginia to face Ferrum. First pitch of the 
twin bill is slated for 2 p.m. at the Vicki Van Kleeck Soft-
ball Complex.

Braves track & fi eld wraps up at Raleigh Relays
Calen McKinney took 32nd in the men’s 200-meters to 

highlight fi nal-day action at the Raleigh Relays on Satur-
day at the Paul Derr Track & Field Facility.

McKinney crossed in 21.53 to take 32nd, while Mekhi 
Hayes fi nished in 53rd with a time of 21.82 in the event.

On the women’s side, Sofi a Skidmore ran a personal-
best 2:15.03 to take 128th in the women’s 800-meters, 
while Janaya Davis-Gainer fi nished 93rd in the 200-meters 
with a time of 25.34 to round out the action.

Both squads will be back in action Thursday, April 2 as 
they head to High Point for the VertKlasse Meeting. The 
two-day event will be held at Vert Stadium.
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Jason Oteri | AP Photo
Tiger Woods stands by his overturned vehicle after a crash Friday in Jupiter Island, Fla.

Tiger Woods had hydrocodone 
pills in his pocket, bloodshot eyes 
at crash scene, authorities say



John Marshall
AP Sports Writer

PHOENIX — The 
women’s Final Four is on 
repeat.

No. 1 seeds UConn, 
UCLA, Texas and South 
Carolina are in the Final 
Four for the second 
straight season, just the 
second time the same 
teams have reached the 
sport’s fi nal weekend in 
consecutive years.

Only the matchups and 
location will be different 
this time.

Reigning national 
champion UConn will face 
South Carolina on Friday 
in Phoenix after playing 
UCLA last season. The 
Bruins will take on the 
Longhorns.

“I don’t think people 
understand how hard it is 
to do it,” Texas coach Vic 
Schaefer said. “I think it 
bodes well for all of us, but 
there’s four or fi ve more 
teams right there nipping 
at your heels.”

Just not this season — 
or last.

The only other time the 
same four teams reached 
consecutive Final Fours 
was when UConn, Tennes-
see, Stanford and Georgia 
did it from 1995-96.

Everyone will be trying 
to stop the Huskies in this 
one.

UConn has been the 
standard in women’s 
college basketball under 
coach Geno Auriemma. 
The Huskies have won 12 
national championships, 
played in 25 Final Fours 
— a record 14 straight 
from 2008-22 — and have 
won 1,288 games in 41 
seasons under Auriemma.

UConn had to work to 
win last year’s national 
title as a No. 2 seed.

The Huskies (38-0) 
have dominated this sea-
son in their bid to fi nish 
the program’s seventh 
undefeated season.

Deep and talented, 
UConn has won 54 
straight games over two 
seasons, winning by an 
average of 37.8 points this 
year. The Huskies are led 
by fi rst-team All-Amer-
icans Sarah Strong and 
Azzi Fudd, but have eight 
players averaging at least 
6.8 points per game.

“I feel like no other 
team has a bench like us,” 

said Strong, who leads 
the team at 18. points per 
game. “We can have kind 
of anyone off the bench 
step up and change the 
whole pace of the game.”

They’ll face a South 
Carolina team very famil-
iar with Final Four pres-
sure in a rematch of last 
year’s title game.

The Gamecocks have 
reached the Final Four 
seven of the past nine 
seasons — six straight — 
under coach Dawn Staley, 
winning three national 
championships.

South Carolina (35-3) 
has fi ve players averaging 
double-fi gures in scoring, 
led by second-team All-
American Joyce Edwards’ 
19.6 points per game, and 
plays the kind of defense 
that leaves opponents fl ail-
ing. The Gamecocks hold 
teams to an average of 
57.6 points per game and 
had 17 steals in a 101-61 
win over Southern Califor-
nia in the second round of 
the NCAA Tournament.

South Carolina faced its 
fi rst defi cit of the NCAA 
Tournament against TCU 
in the Elite Eight, but 

pulled away in the second 
half for a 78-52 win that 
completed the Final Four 
repeat. It also sets up a 
chance for payback after 
the Gamecocks lost to 
UConn in last year’s title 
game.

“I think you’ve just 
got to go pound for 
pound with them, just 
be unafraid of running 
against an undefeated 
team,” Staley said. “The 
pressures of playing unde-
feated, if you keep it close, 
you might — might — get 
them on a bad night and 
that’s what we’re hoping 
for on Friday.”

UCLA has played in 
the NCAA Tournament 
nine times in coach Cori 
Close’s 15 seasons, includ-
ing the program’s fi rst 
Final Four a year ago.

The Bruins have yet to 
win a national champi-
onship, yet have a huge 
advantage inside in Lau-
ren Betts.

The 6-foot-7, two-time 
All-American has dominat-
ed during her senior sea-
son, averaging 18.5 points 
and 7.6 rebounds while 
shooting 60.1% from the 
fi eld. Betts led the Bruins 

back from a rare halftime 
defi cit against Duke in the 
Elite Eight, fi nishing with 
23 points, 10 rebounds 
and fi ve blocked shots in 
the 70-58 win on Sunday.

“Her size and her skill 
make her diffi cult to 
defend one-on-one,” Duke 
coach Kara Lawson said. 
“And then the framework 
of their team with the 
shooting around her 
makes it really hard to 
bring an extra defender, 
is kind of how they’ve 
built and matched the skill 
sets.”

Betts and the Bruins 
(35-1) head to the desert 
to face the only team that 
beat them this season.

It came at the Players 
Era Championship Nov. 
26, when the Longhorns 
led by 20 at halftime and 
held off a late charge by 
UCLA to win 76-65 in Las 
Vegas.

Led by fi fth-year guard 
Rori Harmon and All-
American forward Madi-
son Booker, Texas (36-3) 
steamrolled its fi rst four 
NCAA Tournament oppo-
nents by an average of 
35.5 points per game.

The Longhorns blew 

out Michigan 77-41 in the 
Elite Eight on Monday 
night, earning consecutive 
Final Four trips for the 
second time in program 
history. The 1996 team 
fi nished undefeated on the 
way to the school’s only 
national championship, 
a year after losing in the 
national semifi nals.

“Well this group is 
awfully special. They’re 
tough. We call it Texas 
tough in Austin, but I 
told them they’re good 
enough,” Schaefer said. 
“I’ve been on this trip 
before, but I want them to 
really be focused. Enjoy 
today. Don’t take this for 
granted.”

Sta�  report

BOLIVIA — The Robeson Com-
munity College Diamond Eagles 
faced a tough stretch over the last 
week, coming up short against Fay-
etteville Tech 15-5 on Wednesday 
before being swept, 12-2, 8-1 and 
11-1 by Brunswick.

On Wednesday against Fay-
etteville Tech, the Eagles scored 
early with a second-inning home 
run by Lezlie Jackson, driving in 

three runs. Nick Widener took the 
mound, allowing six runs over one 
inning. Jackson led the offense 
with three RBIs, while Owen 
Noonan added two hits. The team 
remained fl awless in the fi eld, with 
Jorge Torres handling the most 
chances.

During the three-game series 
against Brunswick, the Eagles 
showed fl ashes of offense despite 
the outcomes. Ivan Sierra, Davin 
Roush and David Ramsey each 

made starts, with Roush going 
fi ve innings and Ramsey striking 
out fi ve. Messiah Miller and Noah 
Hince contributed key hits and 
RBIs, including Miller’s solo home 
run in Game 3. The Eagles main-
tained solid defense, committing 
no errors in multiple contests.

This week the Eagles will face 
Fayetteville Tech on the road on 
Wednesday and return home to 
face Southeastern in a three-game 
series on Friday and Saturday.
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10 a.m., while the loser 
between St. Pauls-Red 
Springs will play the 
loser between Heide 
Trask-Purnell Swett at 
1 p.m.

In the fi rst semifi nal 
game, the winner of the 
Scotland-Fairmont will 
play the winner of East 
Columbus-Lumberton 
at 4 p.m. The winner 
between St. Pauls-Red 

Springs will face the 
Heide Trask-Purnell 
Swett winner at 7 p.m.

The winners of the 
consolation round will 
face each other on Tues-
day, April 7 at 1 p.m. 
in the fi fth-place game. 
The semifi nal losers will 
play in the third place 
game at 4 p.m., while 
the semifi nal winners 
will play at 7 p.m. for 
the tournament champi-
onship.

Jacob Husson can be reached 
at 910-816-1966 or by email at 
jhusson@robesonian.com
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SlugfestRCC baseball swept by Brunswick

Sara Nevis | AP Photo
The South Carolina bench celebrates after guard Agot Makeer, not show, makes a layup during Monday’s NCAA Tournament Elite Eight game against TCU Monday in 
Sacramento, Calif.

Women’s Final Four a repeat of last season, headlined 
by undefeated reigning national champion UConn



Aaron Beard
AP Basketball Writer

RALEIGH — N.C. 
State has an agreement 
with Tennessee assistant 
coach and former 
Wolfpack player Justin 
Gainey to lead its men’s 
basketball program, a 
person with knowledge 
of the situation told The 
Associated Press on 
Monday.

The person spoke to 
the AP on condition of 
anonymity because the 
school has yet to make 
a formal announcement. 
The deal requires 
approval by the school’s 

board of trustees to 
become offi cial, with 
trustees scheduling an 
emergency meeting for 
Tuesday to “consider a 
personnel matter.”

The school also said 
Monday that it would 
hold a news conference 
for its next coach on 
Wednesday.

Gainey would replace 
Will Wade, who lasted 
just one season in Raleigh 
before leaving for a 
second stint at LSU.

Gainey, 49, served as 
the Volunteers’ associate 
head coach under Rick 
Barnes since the 2022-
23 season, when he also 

took over as the team’s 
defensive coordinator. 
Defense was a key piece 
of Tennessee’s run to 
the Elite Eight for three 
straight seasons, with 
the Volunteers ranking 
third, third and 14th 
in KenPom’s adjusted 
defensive effi ciency 
metrics.

Gainey started his 
coaching career at N.C. 
State as an administrative 
coordinator and later as 
director of basketball 
operations.

The Wolfpack guard 
from 1996-2000 under 
Herb Sendek also was an 
assistant at Marquette, 
Arizona, Santa Clara, 
Appalachian State and 
Elon. Set to become a 
fi rst-time head coach, 
Gainey is from High 
Point and played high 
school ball in Greensboro, 
a little more than an hour 
west of the N.C. State 
campus.

“I hope he gets the job,” 
Barnes said before losing 

to No. 1 seed Michigan 
in the Midwest Region 
fi nal. “I don’t think there’s 
anybody in the country 
that loves N.C. State more 
than Justin Gainey.”

Gainey would inherit 
a program with tradition 
highlighted by winning 
national titles in 1974 
and 1983 — the latter 
being the famed “Cardiac 
Pack” run helmed by the 
late Jim Valvano — as 
well as an unlikely to 
run to the Atlantic Coast 
Conference Tournament 
title followed by the Final 
Four just two years ago.

Yet there’s also the 
tough-neighborhood 
dynamic of building a 
winning program in the 
Triangle region in North 
Carolina, where UNC, 
Duke and N.C. State — 
boasting a combined 13 
NCAA championships 
— share the 919 area 
code and are all within a 
half-hour’s drive of one 
another.

Consistent success has 

been tricky to maintain of 
late, too.

The remarkable 2024 
run under Kevin Keatts 
marked the program’s 
fi rst wins in the NCAA 
Tournament since a 
Sweet 16 appearance 
in 2015 under Mark 
Gottfried, with the 
Wolfpack missing fi ve of 
seven tournaments and 
experiencing a pair of 
fi rst-round exits in 2018 
and 2023. Keatts was 
fi red after the Wolfpack 
crashed to 12-19 
following the Final Four 
run.

Wade’s bravado-
fi lled arrival last year 
included promises of 
a “reckoning” for the 
ACC and nationally. 
N.C. State started 18-6 
before collapsing, with a 

First Four loss to Texas 
sending the Wolfpack into 
the offseason with eight 
losses in 10 games.

Then came Wade’s 
abrupt departure, 
exactly two weeks after 
he proclaimed he was 
determined to win big 
with the Wolfpack amid 
speculation about a 
possible LSU return and 
saying he was already 
talking with school 
administrators about 
Year 2 needs. Athletic 
director Boo Corrigan 
told reporters last week 
that Wade provided 
multiple confi rmations 
he would return in recent 
weeks, only to no-show a 
meeting before resigning 
via an email through his 
agent.

Noah Trister
AP Sports Writer

WASHINGTON — Braylon 
Mullins retrieved a loose ball 
near midcourt and suddenly, 
improbably, UConn had a 
chance to win.

As the frantic fi nal seconds 
unfolded, Dan Hurley fi gured a 
timeout would do little good.

“It just felt like the window 
where you’ve just got to let 
March Madness take over,” 
Hurley said. “March magic.”

The Huskies have enjoyed 
plenty of that through the 
years, and this may have been 
their most astonishing win 
yet. Mullins sank a desperation 
3-pointer with 0.4 seconds left 
to give UConn a 73-72 victory 
over top-seeded Duke on 
Sunday, earning the Huskies a 
spot in the Final Four after they 
rallied from a 19-point fi rst-half 
defi cit.

The Blue Devils (35-3) led 
by three before UConn’s Silas 
Demary Jr. made one of two 
free throws with 10 seconds 
left. With Duke playing keep-
away to prevent the Huskies 
from fouling, Cayden Boozer’s 
pass near midcourt was 
defl ected by Demary, and after 
UConn came up with the ball, 
Mullins swished a 3 from 35 
feet away.

“We were trying to foul the 
worst free-throw shooter on 
the fl oor, and Silas ended up 
defl ecting the pass,” Mullins 
said. “I knew I had to put one 
up. Man, I’m just happy that 
was the one that went down 
tonight.”

UConn (33-5) went just 5-of-
23 from 3-point range. The 
fi fth will be remembered in 
Connecticut for generations.

It’s the second straight 
season to end in a huge 
collapse for Duke, which was 
the top overall seed in this 
year’s tournament. The Blue 

Devils led by six with 1:14 
remaining before falling to 
Houston in last year’s national 
semifi nals.

“I could not be more 
disappointed and feeling for 
our guys, at the same time of 
just trying to process what 
happened,” Duke coach Jon 
Scheyer said. “I don’t have the 
words. I don’t have the words.”

Hurley is trying to coach 
the Huskies to a national 
title for the third time in four 
seasons, a feat that hasn’t been 
accomplished since UCLA 
in the 1970s. UConn now 
faces third-seeded Illinois 
in Saturday’s semifi nal in 
Indianapolis.

To get there, the Huskies 
needed one of the biggest 
comebacks in regional fi nal 
history. Only Louisville, which 
came from 20 down to beat 
West Virginia in 2005, had a 
bigger one. Duke led 44-25 late 
in the fi rst half and 44-29 at the 
break. That’s now the largest 
halftime lead in tournament 
history blown by a No. 1 seed.

Cameron Boozer, who had 
27 points for the Blue Devils, 
fought his way to a basket 
inside with 28.9 seconds to 
play, and the next UConn 
possession used precious time 
before Demary was fouled.

After he made one of two, 
the inbound came to Cameron 
Boozer, who passed out of a 
double team to Dame Sarr, who 
then found Cameron’s twin 
brother, Cayden Boozer, in the 
middle of the court. Instead of 
waiting to be fouled, Cayden 
Boozer — who shoots about 
81% from the line — tried for 
one more pass as Mullins and 
Demary closed in on him.

“I knew we were the back 
two guys, and we left whoever 
was behind us,” Mullins said. 
“We were just trying to make a 
play.”

There were two Duke players 

alone deep, but the ball never 
got there. Demary was able to 
defl ect it and Mullins picked it 
up near midcourt. He passed to 
Alex Karaban, who gave it back 
to Mullins. The freshman was 
in rhythm, but about halfway 
between the 3-point arc and 
half court.

Nothing but net.
It’ll go down alongside the 

great NCAA Tournament 
game-winning shots, next to 
Christian Laettner’s for Duke 
in the 1992 Elite Eight against 
Kentucky and Kris Jenkins’ 
to win the national title for 
Villanova in 2016. Or Laettner’s 
shot in the 1990 regional fi nal 
— which turned another Duke-
UConn classic from a loss into 
a win for the Blue Devils.

“Just another chapter in 
the UConn-Duke NCAA 
Tournament dramatics,” Hurley 
said. “Obviously a really tough 
way for their season to end. 

I thought they played great. I 
thought they punched us in the 
mouth with incredible force.”

The Blue Devils smothered 
UConn defensively for must of 
the game, in part because the 
Huskies missed 17 of their fi rst 
18 attempts from beyond the 
arc. When told of that stat after 
the game, Hurley laughed and 
held his hands over his face.

“What the hell did you just 
say, 1 for 18?” Hurley said. “I 
knew it was bad. I kept asking 
the assistant coaches, and no 
one would tell me what it was.”

Tarris Reed Jr. led UConn 
with 26 points, and for a while 
he had little help offensively. 
The Huskies gradually cut into 
their defi cit in the second half, 
though, and a 3 by Karaban 
pulled them within one with 
under a minute left.

UConn rolls in later rounds, 
sometimes at Duke’s expense

UConn has now won 18 

consecutive games in the Sweet 
16 or subsequent rounds. The 
last loss for the Huskies in 
those stages of the tournament 
came against Michigan State in 
the 2009 Final Four.

For all the success Duke has 
had through the years, the Blue 
Devils have now had hearts 
broken by UConn three straight 
times in the Big Dance. The 
Huskies beat one of Duke’s 
greatest teams in the 1999 title 
game and rallied late to beat 
the Blue Devils in the 2004 
semifi nals.

This one was a gut punch 
very much on par with those.

Up next
UConn: The Huskies have 

met Illinois in the NCAA 
Tournament once. UConn 
won 77-52 in the Elite Eight in 
2024.

Duke: The Blue Devils are 
expected to lose Cameron 
Boozer to the NBA.
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Abbie Parr | AP Photo
UConn guard Braylon Mullins (24) scores the winning basket during Sunday’s NCAA Tournament Elite Eight game against 
Duke in Washington.

UConn stuns Duke at buzzer to reach Final Four

Rick Scuteri | AP File Photo
Justin Gainey, then an Arizona assistant coach, gestures during a 
game against Washington State on March 5, 2020 in Tuscon, Ariz. 
Gainey, who most recently has been an assistant at Tennessee, is 
set to be hired as N.C. State’s new head coach.

NC State to hire ex-player Gainey as men’s basketball coach


